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VOYAGE OF 

CAPT. HENRY JFILSON^ 

PRINCIPALITY RELATING TO HIS 8HIPWRBCC 
ON THE 

PELEW ISLANDS, 

AND SUBSEQUHNTT PROCEEDINGS. 



FEW narratives have attraded a more, confi-* 
derable ihare of the public attention, thaa 
this. Other voyages are more fertile in import- 
ant difcoveries, and embrace a wider range of 
adion; but this is marked by features that in- 
tereft the heart of fenlibility, and give it -a claim, 
to the regard of the philofopher, the patriot, and 
the Chriftiaa. A people have been brought ta 
hght by accident, whofe amiable manners, and 
virtuous qualities, evince no fraall progrefs in 
fecial refinement, and whofe humanity, to our 
countrymen in diflrefs, muJft ever endear them to 
Britons. 

It is but juilice to fay, that the work from 
which the following pages are abftraded, is cony- 
pofed by the ingenious Mr. Keate, from the moft 
authentic documents furnilhed by Captain Wil- 
fon, and verified by the coincident tcfiimony of 
•AToL.IX. B the 
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2 '^'ilson's voyage. 

the principal peribns concerned in the tranfaC^ 
tions recorded. The original account of the 
Pelew Illands will not be Ibperfeded by this epi- 
toraej yet the narrative was too captivating, aiid 
too valuable, not to be included in our colledioD, 
and to be given at as great length as the nature 
of our plan would permit. Though the fubfe- 
quent volume will be more particularly appropri- 
ated to Shipwrecks, we were unwilling to throw 
this into the general mafs of nautical difaders} 
and, indeed, in many refpe6b, it differs from their 
common tenor. For whatever Captain Wilfon 
»nd his crew might fuffer, at the moment of im- 
minent danger, we are convinced that, in the 
event, they fcarcely confidered that ds a misfor- 
tune, which was iuftrumentai in bringing them 
acquainted with the natives of Pelew. 

It is Ibmewhat remarkable, that although thefe 
Illands. He at no very great diftance from the 
common track to China, yet it docs not appear 
that any Europeans ever landed on them. I'hey 
' wtre not, however, totally unlino\\Ti. In the 
" Lettres edifiattes et curieiffes,'* we find an account 
of this Archipelago, of which the Palos, or Pelew 
lilands conftitute the fifth divifiou) the other 
four confiding of the iflands which are now 
known by the name of the New Carolines. Lc 
Pere Cantova tells us, that a boat with twenty- 
four natives of the Caroline Iflands, being driven 
by ftrefs of weather, on the coail of Gunhan, he 
had ufpd cvtxy method to get information from 
tbetn concerning the reft} and that he was ili- 
fcrmed, " that the people of the Pelew lilandt 
t^rere inhuman and favagej that both men and 
women M'cre entirely naked, and fed upon human 
>lli5 tbattbi^inhabitamsof the Carolines looked 
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on tbem with horror, as the enernies of mankind, 
and with whom they held it dangerous to have 
any intercourffe.'* From this and every other in- 
formation that can be procuued, it appears, tha t| 
for a long feries of years, the inhabitants of the; 
Pelew lilands have been feparated from the reft of 
mankind, even tliofe moft contiguous to them- 
felves. Their ignorance of the exiftcnce of white 
people, abundantly evinecs their being . total 
flrangers to Europe, at any rate., 

The name given by the Spaniards to theiii 
iflands, is the jPalos IHands; which indeed i^ tha 
name by which all the Caroline Iflands formerly 
went 5 probably owing to the number of tall palnx 
trees vwth which they are covered, having the 
appearance of m^s of Ihips at a di fiance. The 
SpanUh word^alos fignifies a mad. 

But to proceed. Captain Wilfon, of the Ante- 
Jope Packet, in the fervice of the Briti^ Eaft 
India Company, about three hundred tons bur- 
then, failed from Macao in China, where fhe had 
wnved a few weeks before, on herpailagehome^ 
ward, on Sunday the 20th of July, J 783. 

As, in the fequel of this narrative, there will be 
occafion to mention the names of the fliip*s com- 
pany, the following lift of them may be ufeful to 
explain their iituations,- 

Names. Stations, 

Henry Wilfon, Commander. 

Philip Bcnger, Chief Mate. 

Peter Barker, . Second Mate. 

John Cummin, Third Mate 

John Sharp, Surgeon. 

Arthur Willisyn Devis, Paffenger. 

Johd Blanch, Gunner. 

B 2 Willlana 
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4 VriLSONS VOYAGS. 

Names. Stations. 

Willara Harvey Boatfwain. 

John PolkinghoroD, Carpenter. ' 

John Meale, Cooper and Steward. 

Bichard Jenkins, Carpenter's Mate. 

James Swift, Cook, 

Richard Sharp, Midlhipman. 

Henry Wilfon, junior. Midfhipman, fon to 

the Captain. 
John Wedgeborough, Midihipraan. 

Bobert White, Midfhipman. 

Albert Pierfon, Quarter Mafter. 

Godfrey Minx, Quarter Ma&er. 

Thomas Button, Captain's Steward. 

Thomas Rofe, native of Bengal, Linguift. 
And, Matthias Wilfon, the Captain's brother; 
Thomas Willfon, Dedrick Windier, Zachariah 
Allen, John Cooper, James Bluitt, Thomas Caf- 
tles, William Roberts, Nicholas Tyacke, William 
Stewart, Madan Blanchard, Thomas Whitfield, 
William Cobbledick, and James Duncan, Seamen. 
Befides thefe. Captain Wilfon was allowed fixteen 
Chinefe, to keep the ihip's complement of hands 
Complete. 

On Monday the 21 ft, they got clear to fcB, 
having difcharged the pilot, and taken leave of 
fcvcral gentlemen, who accompanied them a few 
leagues. From the 23d of July, to the 8th of 
Auguft, they had very fformy un fettled weather, 
during which their foretop-maft fprung> and all 
their live cattle died. On the pth, the weather be- 
came more moderate 5 fo that opening their ports 
they dried the fhip, examined their ilores and pro- 
vifions, and proccisded cheerfully on their voyage, 
'Mattering themfelves their diftrefs and danger 

were 
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WILSON S VOYAGE, 

were now fairly paftj little apprehending th« 
misfortunes that were fo quickly to overtake 
them. 

Early on Sunday morning, the 10th of Auguft, 
a ftrong breeze fprung up, attended with much 
rain, thunder, and lightning. Captain WiUbn 
h^d gone to bed about twelve, and Mr. Benger, 
the chief mate, commanded on deck. While tlio 
feamen were bulled ii;i reefing the fails, the man 
on watch exclaimed, breakers ! which he had 
-fcarce pronounced, when the ihip ftruck. It i* 
not eafy to exprefs the confternation which enfu- 
ed ; all who were in bed below, were immediate- 
ly on deck, enquiring the occafion of the noife 
and con fu (ion. Too foon they learned their dif- 
mal fituation. In lefs than an hour the ihip 
bulged, and filled with water up to the lower 
deck hatchways. During this fcene of horror 
and difmay, the feamen eagerly befought the cap- 
tain to dire6t them, and his commands would b« 
obeyed with alacrity. ^ 

Captain Wilfon's firft orders were, to fecurd 
the gunpowder and fmall arms, and to get on 
deck the bread, nnd fuch other provifions as were 
liable to be fpoiled by the water, and cover them 
from the rain. As the Ibip took a heel in filling, 
there was fome reafon tg fear Ihe might overfet: 
to prevent which they cut away the mizen-maft, 
the main and fore-top»mafts, and lowered the 
fore and main yards, to eafe her. The boats were 
then hoifted out, and filled with provifions 5 a 
compafs, and fome finall arms, with ammuitlon, 
and two men, being put into each, with direc- 
tions to keep them under the lee of the ihip, and 
to be ready to receive their ihip-mates, ia cafe 
the vefii^ fliould part by the violence of the wind 
~ B3 and 
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«od waves> as it then blew an exceeding flrong 
gale. 

Eveiy thing being now done, that prudence 
could dilate in fo trying and diftrefsful a fitua- 
tion, the officers and people affembled on the 
quarter-deck, that part being higheft out of the 
•water, and bed fheltered from the rain and fea by 
the quarter-boards 5 and waited for day-light, in 
hopes of feeing land; for as yet they had not been 
able to difcern any. During this dreadful inter- 
val, the anxiety and horror of which is much 
eafier to be imagined than defcribed. Captain 
Wilfon endeavoured to revive the drooping fpirits 
of his crew, by reminding them, thit ihipwreck 
was a misfortune to which navigators were al- 
ways liable J and that although theirs was ren- 
dered more difficult and diftrelfing, by its hap- 
pening in an unknown and unfrequented fea, yet 
he wiihed to remind them, that this conlideration 
fhould only roufe them to greater at5livity, in 
endeavouring to extricate themfelves: and, above 
all, he begged leave to imprefs on their minds 
this circumftance, that whenever misfortunes, 
fuch as theirs, had happened, they had generally 
been rendered much more dreadful than they 
would otherwife have been, by the defpair of the 
crew, and by their difagreeraent among them- 
felves. To prevent which, he moll earneftly re- 
queftod each of them, feparately, not to tafte any 
^irituons llquot", on any account whatever; and 
he had the fatisfaAion to find a ready confcnt 
given to this moft important advice. 
. . This diTplays, in a moft remarkable manner, 
Jhe prefence of mind which was preferved, and 
the prudence that was exerted by Captain Wilfon, 
in one of the moft tr}'ing fltuaiions, to which 

human 
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WILSOH'S VOYAGE. 7 

human nature can be expofed. It fhews alfo, in 
the moft unequivocal manner, the temper and dif- 
poiition of his officers, and the whole crew, and 
pronounces their eulogium in the mod impreiUve 
terms./ 

As they were almofl worn out by the exceffive 
labour they had undergone, two glaiTes of wine 
and.fome bifcuit were given to every man aboard; 
and they waited for day-break with the utmoft 
anxiety, in hopes of difcovenng^ latid. Mean- 
time they endeavoured! to fupport each others 
fpirits as milch as poflible, and, by the captain's 
dire^on, put on as many clothes as poUible to 
carry with' them, in the event of getting fafe 
from the wreck. And, let it not be forgotten, 
among many other remarkable indances that oc- 
curred in the courfc of this voyage, to the honour 
of this crew, that the utmoft cordiality prevailed 
amongft them. None attempted, in the hour of 
confuiion, to touch his neighbour's property, nor 
to make free with what had been interdi^ed them. 

The dawn difcovered to their view a fmall 
ifland, at the diftance of about three or four 
leagues to the fouthward 5 and as the day-light 
increafed, they faw more idands to the eaftward. 

They now began to feel apprehenfions on ac- 
count of the natives, to whofe difpolitions they 
were utter ftrangers. However, after manning 
the boats, and loading them in the beft manner 
they were able, for the general good> they were 
difpatched to the fmall ifland, under thediredion 
of Mr. Benger, the chief-mate, who was earneftly 
requefted to eftablifli, if poffible, a friendly inter- 
courfe with the natives, if they found any; and 
carefully to avoid all difagreement with thdai, 
imlefs reduced to it by the moft urgent neceffity. 



8 . Wlsok's voyao«. 

As foon as the boats were gone, thofc vrho 
were left in the ihip began to get the booms over 
board, and to make a raft for their fecurity, if the 
fliip fhould go to pieces, which was hourly ex- 
pected. At the fame time, they were under the 
moll painful apprehenfions for the fafety of the 
boats, on which all depended, not only with re- 
gard to tlie natives, but with regard to the wea- 
ther alfo, as it continued to blow very hard. 

But in the afternoon, they were relieved from 
their fears on this head, by the return of the 
boats, with the welcome news of their having 
landed the ilorcs in fafety, and left five men to 
take care of them 5 and that there was no appear- 
ance of inhabitants being on the iiland where 
they landed : that they had found a fe^urc har- 
bour, well Iheltered from the weather, and alfo 
fome frelh water. This favourable account re- 
vived them, and they proceeded in completing 
their raft with freih vigour, having been allowed 
another glafs of wine with bifcuit. A very dif- 
trefllng accident, however, liappened this day; 
the mizen-maft being found near the ibip's flcm, 
and part of the rigging entangled with the mizea 
chains, Grodfrey Minks was employed to clear it, 
and while he was thus employed, unluckily flipt 
overboard. The boats were immediately lent to 
his aflilbnce^ but without elFed. 

Having iiuiihed the raft, they loaded it, toge- 
ther with the jolly-boat and pinnace, with as 
many ftores and proviiions as they could bear, con- 
iiftently with the fafety of the people who were 
to be carried off; and, as the day was advancing, 
the captain fumraoned all the people aboard. 
Indeed, fo bufily were they employed in bringing 
as much as foikble with thecp; that it colt fome 
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pains to get them all collcded. Their feelings f 
on quitting the Antelope, going they knew not 
whither, were of the moft diltrefling nature. The 
ftouteft of the hands were put on board the pin- 
nace, which took the raft in tow and moved 
flowly on, till they had cleared the reefj while 
the jolly-boat, which was of little fervice to the 
raft, proceeded along to'the fhore, and jojned their 
companions that had been left in the morning* 
They found a tent ready for their reception, and 
a fpot of ground cleared for the ftords. 

The iituation of thofe aboard the pinnace and 
the raft, till they cleared the reef, was terrible 
indeed. The great fwelling of the fea was fuch^ 
that they repeatedly loft fight of each other, and 
thofe on the raft were obliged to tie themfelves to 
the planks with ropes, to prevent their being 
wafhed ofFj whilft the horror of the fcene was inr 
creafed by the fcreams of the Chinefe, who were 
not accuftomed to the perils of the deep. 

When they had fairly cleared the. reef, they 
got into deep fmooth water, in the channel run- 
ning between the reef and the iflands ; but, on 
approaching the land, they 'found a very ftrong 
current, which drove them conliderably to4ee- 
ward. They foon found that they could not reiift 
its ittipetuofity, and therefore, haying brought tlie 
raft to a grapnel, all the hands got aboard the 
pinnace, to relieve the rower^j mean while, the 
cargo of the jolly-boat being unladen. Captain 
Wilfon was returning in her, to aflift thofe aboard 
the pinnace. The night was by this time dark, 
and the captain overhearing them at a diftanc^, 
hailed them. Thofe aboard the pinnace, over- 
joyed at the near profpedt of relief, returned the 
hallop, in a manner fo imufual^ that Captain 

Wilfon 
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10 WILSOK S VOTAG*. 

Wilfon immediately concluded they were nati 
He was the readier to form this idea, as be ba 
juft learned from thofc on il^e, that, from yaii^ 
ous circumftances, they had*Veafon to con " 
there had been natives on that fpot very latdyj 
be therefore retreated to the ihore with the ot^ 
Dioft precipitation ., Happily, however; they wc 
foon relieved by the arrival of the pianace, wh 
all the company fhook hands together (need it 1 
Added) with great cordiality. They made 
homely fupper, and having lighted a match by | 
the diibbarge of a piftol, they kindled a fire in the , 
eove,by which they dried their clothes andwarmed 
tbemfdves. The night proved very ^conofort* 
able, as the weather was exceedingly tempeftuoiis; 
while the fear of the fhip going to pieces, before 
they covtld fave other neceflaries from the wre^, 
not a little heigiitened their difirefs. Left they 
fhould be furprifed by the natives, they ibt a 
watch, and ilept on the ground by turns. 

Next forenoon, being the lltli, proved very 
ftormy -, they attempted to bring oS tb« xaA ia 
rain, and were obliged to leave it 5 carrying with 
them, however, the fails and the remainder c^ the 
provifions. 

In the afternoon, the weather was more niodc' 
rate, and the boats were difpatched to the fiiip to 
bring off what they could; while thofe on fhora 
were employed in bruihing up the fmall arms. 

I'he evening fet in very fqually, and as the 
boats did not return from the ihip^ till about ten 
o'clock, thofe on ihore were not a little alamicd 
about their fafety > nor were they much eafier, 
when, on their return, they learned, that the vefiel 
was in fuch a fituation, as made it exceedingly 
probable fiie cauld aot hold together till morning. 

Wbett 
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When we tonfidbr their lituatida with this 
^tqfptOc before them, it muft be granted, that 
the viciffittidcs of human life have feldom pro- 
duced a coincidence of circumftances more pecu- 
Kariy diitrefling. The only hope they had, of 
yet floating and repairing the veifeU fo as to re- 
turn to China, now to all appearance impradica- 
ble— ignorant where they were, or among whom 
•^feparated not oniy from wives, children i and 
"borne, but firom all mankind, except, perhaps, a 
mce of favages, as they naturally fuppofed — with- 
imt any prorpe6fc of reU^^f — and at the fame timtf 
%ivering under a fto^rm Hill nuire tempeftuous than 
the former night, thefe combined, bring to vievr 
a fituation, which humanity cannot tliink of^ 
without commiferating their lot. 

In the morning it blew exceedingly ftrong, fo 
that the boats^could not go off to the wreck. 
The men, therefore, employed themfclves in dry- 
ing their provifions, and forming better tents, 
firom the materials which they had brought from 
theihip the day before. About eight o'clock in the 
rooming, the people being emplo3red as above, 
and in clearing the ground from the wood which 
was behind the tents, Captain Wilfon, with Tom 
Rofe, being on the beach, coUe^ng the fi^elh 
water which dropped from the rocks^ faw two ca*- 
noes, with men in them, coming round the point 
into the bay. This gave fuch alarm, that the 
people all ran to their arms : however, as there 
were but few of the natives, Captain Wilfon de- 
fired them to keep out of light until they fliould 
perceive what reception he met with, but to be 
prepared for the worft. They foon perceived that 
the natives had feen the captain and Tom Rofe, 
for they converted together, and kept their eye# 

fteadfaltly 
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fteadfaftly fixed on that part of the fhore where 
the Engliih were. The natives advanced very 
cautiouSy towards them, and when they came 
near enough to be heard, the captain dire^d Role 
to fpeak to them in his own language^ the Ma- 
lay, which they at firft did not feem to nnder- 
i^and ; but they Hopped their canoe3> and foon 
after one of them alked, in the Malay tongue, 
who the ftrangers were, and whether they were 
friends or enemies ? Rofe was direfted to reply, 
that they were Engliihmen, who had loft their 
ihip on the reef, but had faved their lives, and 
were friends. On this they feemed to confer to- 
gether for a fhort time, and then ftepped out of 
the canoes into the water, and went toward the 
Ihore. Captain Wilfon inftantly waded into the 
water to meet them, and embracing them iti the 
raoft friendly manner, led them to the fhore, and 
prefented them to his officers and unfortunate 
companions. The natives were eight in number, 
two of whom, it was afterwards known, were 
brothers to the rupack, or king, of the neigh- 
bouring illands, and one was a Malay, who 
had been fhipwrecked in a veflcl belonging 
to a Chinefe, relident on the Idand of Tcr- 
nate, one of the fame group of iflands : he had 
been kindly treated by the king, who, he faid, 
was a good man ; and. that his people alfo wore 
courteous. Hp told them farther, that a canoe 
having been out a fifhing, had feen the fhip*s 
mad ; and that the king, being informed of it, 
fent off thefe two canoes at four o'clock that 
iroming, to fee what was become of the people 
who had belonged to her ; and they knowing of 
the harbour which the Engliflimcu were in, had 
come dire^ly thither. 

1 Sciog 
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ttilson's voyage. 13 

Being about breakfaft hour. Captain Wilfon, 
Tom Rofe, and only a few others breakfalted with 
them to prevent fufpicion 5 and in the courfe of 
their fhort converfation, a wiih was hinted to be 
informed, by what means the Malay they had 
broughtwith them, had reached their iilands. The 
Malay, who could indiftindly fpeak a few fen- 
tences both in broken Dutch and Englifli, gave 
fome farther account of himfelf ; but from his 
future condud and behaviour, there was great 
reafon to fufped his veracity. It was, however, 
fortunate that they found a pcrfon with whom 
their linguift could converfe. 

The natives were of a moderate fize, but ad- 
mirably proportioned and very mufcular. Theii^ 
hair was long and black, rolled up in a peculiarly 
neat 'manner clofe to their heads. Except the 
younger of the king's two fons, none of them 
had beards. They in general plucked out the 
hairs by the roots. They were quite naked, and 
their Ikins of a deep copper colour: 

They were conduced round the cove, and, to 
the great furprife of the Englifh, walked on 
broken rocks, ihells, and thorny plants, with the 
greateft eafe. 

They were now enabled^ to fupport a mutual 
converfation, by means of the Malay man, on the 
part of the natives, and Tom Rofe on that of 
the Englifli, and thus had an opportunity of ex- 
acnining one another as to the diflPcrent appear- 
ances, which occalioned niutual furprife. 

From this firft interview, as well as what hap- 
pened afterwards, it was evident that the natives 
had never before feen a white man, and were ig* 
florant of the exiftcnce of any fuch. - The natural 

Vol. IX. C furprife 
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In the morning of the fourteenth^ two conoei 
arrived, in which were Arra Kooker, the king's 
other brother, and one of the king's fons. Thcf 
informed Captain Wilfon that his brother was oa 
his way back ; but that the canoe in which be 
was, could not make fo much fpeed againfi the 
wind as theirs, which occalioned the delay. The 
king, by their means, offered them a hearty wel- 
come to his territories, and alTured them of his 
firiendfhip and prote6tion ; he alfo defired them to 
build a veffel in any part of the ifland they in- 
clined, and that he and his fubjeds would will- 
ingly afford them every affiftance in their power. 
Raa Kook then took his nephew and introduced 
hini particularly to the captain and his officers, and 
conduded him round the cove, explained every 
thing agreeable to the information he himfelf had 
juft received, and feemed mightily pleafed witb 
his friend's aftonifhment. This young man was 
very well made, but had a flit in his nofe, pro^gj)!/ 
the confequence of a wound in battle, or a fcrophu- 
lous taint which was common among the natives. 

In the forenoon two boats were difpatched to the 
wreck. They found a nuniber of the natives, in 
about* twenty canoes, bufied in examining the 
veffel ; thefe Raa Kook fuon difpatched, and on 
this, as well as on every occaHon, did every thing 
in his power to convince the Englilh of his pro- 
tection and friendfhip. 

Meantime the people were highly entertained 
with Arra Kooker, who proved to be a mo ft fa- 
cetious entertaining man ; poffefiing uncommon 
talents for mimickry and humour. He delcribed, 
by many diverting figns, the terror of Matthias 
Wilfon while at Pelew ; who it feems had been 
under very great apprehenfion. But they were 

all 
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«H i^Tived with his appearance, and the account 
lie gave them of his embairy^ to the following ef« 

*' On the approach of tlie canoe in which I 
went to the ifland where the king lives, a vaft 
eojiconrfe of the natives ran out of their houfes to 
iee me come on &ore. The king's brother took 
f»e by the hand, and led me up to the town, 
where a mat was fpread for me, on a fquare pave- 
ment, and I was dire^ed to lit down on it. In 
a liule time the king appeared, and being pointe«l 
out to me by his brother, I rote and made my 
obeifance after the manner of eaftern nations, by 
lifting my hands to my head, and bending nrf 
body forward 5 but he did not feem to pay any at- 
tention to it. I then offered him tlie preilsnt* 
which my brother had feiit by me, and he received 
them in a v«ry gracious manner. His brother 
now talked a great deal ta him, the purport of 
which, as I conceived, w^as to acquaint him with 
OUT difailer, and the number of us 5 after which 
the king ate feme of the fugar-candy, feemed to 
reliih it, and diflributed a little of it to feveral of 
his chiefs 5 and then directed all the things to b« 
carried to his own houfe. This being done> he 
ordered refreihments to be brought for nie. 

** A great crowd of the natives had by this time 
iiirrounded me, who were curious and eager to 
examine my clotlies and perfon. But as It began 
to be dark, the king, his brother, myfelf, and fe- 
yeral others, retired into a large houfe, wliere 
fopper was brought in, conMl^g of yams boiled 
whole, and others boiled ^nd beaten together, as 
we fonaetimes do potatoes. There were likewife 
fome ihell-fiih> but I could, not determine what 
.they were. 
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*' I fpent thie next day in walking abont the 
ifland, and obferving its produce, which coofiHed 
chiefly of yams and cocoa-nuts ; the former thcf 
cultivate with great care, in large plantations, 
whict are all in fwampy watery ground, fuch as 
the rice fields in India. The cocoa trees g^ow 
very near the houfes, as do alfo the beetle-nats, 
which they chew as tobacco." 

Matters proceeding in this favourable train, the 
captain, with great prudence, fuggefted the^pro^ 
priety of flaving the liquor calks on board the 
wreck, left either the natives or the mariners, by in- 
dulging to excefs, might be thrown off their guard, 
and give occafion to mi^underftandings. This 
advice was inftantly complied with, and nothing 
can give us a higher idea of the regular conduft of 
the crew, and the affedion they bore their com- 
mander, than their readinefs in giving up their 
favourite indulgence, which they did without a 
murmur; ^ 

In a fhort time after this, the Englifh were in- 
formed that; the king was coming; and in left 
than an hour, they faw a great number of canoes 
turning the poii^ which formed the harbour. But 
the king ftopp^as foon as he got within the bay, 
and direded o0e fquadron of the canoes, which 
were all arm^, to retire to the back of the illand; 
thinking, probatily, that fo great a number of 
armed people would create an alarm among the 
ftrangers. 

He thqn advanced with the reft in great form, 
and with much parade, as far as the tide, which 
was then low, would permit themj audit was iigi- 
nified to Captain Wilfon, by the king's brothers, 
that he fhould then go and meet him. 

Accordingly, 
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' Accordingly, two of his own people took him 
on their fliouldcrs, and carried him through the 
water to the king's canoe, which he was requefled 
to enter -, and he and the king, whofe name was 
Abba Thulle, embraced one another. 

The captain then related the nature of their 
misfortune to Abba Thulle, by means of the two 
Malays, and repeated his requeft to be permitted 
to build a veflel to carry them homej and the 
king again, in a very courteous manner, gave his 
pemiiffion for them to build it, either where 
they were, or at the ifland where he refided; but 
recommended the latter j adding, that the ifland on 
which they had landed \vas unhealthy, which was 
the reafon it was not inhabited -, and that he ap- 
prehended they would be ill, when Another wind 
began to blow, which he faid would be in two 
moons. The captain informed him, that they 
had a perfon with them, whofe bufinefs it was to 
cure difeafes; and that it would be very incon- 
venient to them, if they removed farther from 
the wreck of their veflel, becaufe thfey could not 
then procure from her, fuch things as they might 
want, without much trouble and ^fs of time. To 
tfaefe reafons the king aflentedj ancj^making figns " 
that he wifhed to land, the captain Vas carried on 
ibore by his people, and Abba Thtflle, flepping 
into the water, followed him. 

On his landing, he looked about him with a 
good deal of apf)arent fufpicion, which, however, 
was foon removed. Raa Kook made up^to him, 
and a fail being fpread for him, agreeable to thpir 
pra6tice, the chiefs of his company fat alfo down, 
forming a fquare; and his other attendants, to the 
amount of about three hundred, inclofed them in 
a circle, fquattuig down at the fame time in fuch a 
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portion ^ as that they could rife In a twinklingt 
Captain Wilfon offered him fome tea, which he 
did not feem to relilh, and then made him a pre* 
fent of a piece pf cloth, and fome ribbons, which 
pleafed him very much. Me was quite naked, ail 
well as his brothers, and without any bone on 
his wrift, or other ornainent. He carried a 
hatqhet of iron on his (houlder, whicli was £b 
adapted to it, tha.t it gave him no inconvenience. 

Abba Thulle, the king, was introduced bf 
Captain Wilfon to the officers, and all hb men ; 
and upon being told that Mr. Benger was fecood 
in command, he deiigned himHhe kickaray m- 
pack, fuppoling Captain Wilfon to be the kin^ 
of fome country } but when he was made to ua- 
derftand that he belonged to a mighty fovereigo, 
and that he was only his captain, he readily got 
hold of the word captain, by which name he coo- 
flan tly fainted him afterwards, and Mr. Benger, 
he called kickaray captain, a^i fecond in cbmr 
mand. 

The king then enquired for Captain Wilfon*^ 
badge of fupremacy, which put him to a lland. 
Luckily Mr. Benger flipped lus ring into his 
hand, which being produced, and the manner o£ 
wearing it Ihewn, pleafed Abba Thulle not # 
little, as it carried fome affinity to their own 
mafk of dignity. 

Raa Kook having, as before mentioned, exa- 
mined every thing belonging to ithe Englilh very 
minutely, took much pains in pointing them oat 
to the King 5 they went throug;h the tents, in 
which every thing furprifed thc.m ; nor did the 
difference between the Chinelie and £ngUlh 
cfcape their notice. Raa Kook, at the fame timc» 
-"^ve his brother to Uftdeifl4ad, lUiat there wecc 
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inany difFerent nations and clalfes of mankind on 
the earth > who were frequently at war with 6ne 
iinother^ as he often was with his neighbouring 
iilanders. Abba ThuUe appeared to defpile 
the Chinefe exceedingly, becaufe they had no,. 
mufkets. 

But nothing fcemed to ftrike Abba Thulle 
vith more afionifhment than the firearms, with 
which Raa Kook endeavoured to make him ac- 
quainted. He exprefled much anxiety to fee 
them ufed, which Captain Wilfon ordered im- 
mediately to be done. He deiired Mr. Benger 
to caufe the ifailors to go through their exercife 
drawn up on the fea beach, being then low wa- 
ter, while he explained their motions to the king. 
The men went through various evolutipns, with 
great readinels, marching backwards and for- 
wards, and concluded with three vollies, in diffe- 
rent portions. 

The aflonifliment and furprife of the natives, 
on hearing the report of the raulkets, is not eafily 
€X>Dceived5 indeed, their hooting and hallooing 
produced a noife little inferior to it. Captain 
Wilfon judged it expedient to be guilty of a lit- 
tle profufion of their powder, on this occafion, 
in order to imprefs the minds of the natives with 
a more enlarged idea of the power of the Eng- 
lifh ; a defign which was fully anfwered by it. 
But flill farther to fliew them the efFefts of their 
firearms, Mr. Benger ordered one or the live 
doves, which they had, to be let loofe, at which 
be fired, and immediately brought it down, with 
a leg and a wing broken. This furpafled every 
thing in their eflimation; indeed, they now 
itemed to be iofl in wonder and amazement. 

Baa 
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Raa Koojc was, by this time, pretty well ac-» 
quainted with fucii articles as the BagHlh had 
about them, which he took great pains in point- 
ing out to the king his brother j that which 
feeraed principally to draw their notice, was 9 
grind-ftone, which they turned round with great 
fatisfaftion, obferving the effed it h^d upoa 
pieces of iron -, they alfo examined the tents, and 
the culinary utenfils. But the dogs were the 
greateft fund of entertainment to them, with 
whofe barking they were fo much delighted, that 
they kept a continual uproar with them, and it 
was found neceflary to confine them. Tl^c king 
examined the Engliih as to their provifioos, aod 
was prefented with a piece of ham and a Uto 
goofe which had been faved. 

Abba Thulle was vaftly pleafed with what he 
bad ieen, and propofed going away. This wa^ 
notified to his attendants by a loud Ihriek frooi 
one of his ofiicers, which gave not a little alarm 
to tlie Engliih. It was ipdantaneouOy obeyed^ 
They all ruftied to their canoes with great ala- 
crity, and the king, with the greater part of the 
natives, took leave of them. 

Ilaa Kook remained with the Engliih all nlgh^ 
as did the king's fon, and a few of their attend- 
ants. Captain Wilfon ordered two tents to be 
pitched, one for the principal people, and the 
other for the commonalty. He continued him- 
felf with Raa Kook and his party, aft#r the guard 
was fet for fome hoars. The natives in the di^ 
tant tent, anxious to pay all attention to their 
vifiters, prepared to fing a fong, according i^ 
their country mode. 

Their method of tuning their voices for th\$ 
purpol'c, was attended with founds fo very difib- 
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irffTit arid harfti, that the Englifh thought they 
were beginning their war-hoop, oi* giving a fig- 
Hal to the king, and thofe with him, to attack 
them. Inipreifed with this idea, every man 
fei5^'d his liiulk^t and i^n to the tent where Cap- 
faih Wilfoti was, fappoiing him to be in the moft 
imminent danger. But they were foon agree- 
ably undeceived, and attended to the long, which 
V^as coridu6ted in th6 following manner. A 
chief gav^ out th6 line, which a eoriipany next 
hitn took up and completed the verfe. The lafl 
line they repeated, and it was taken up by th6 
next party, who alfo fiing a verfe. They conti- 
nued their fong fomd tim6, and made figns for 
our people to repay jhem in kitid, which was 
dotie by a lad, named Cobbledick, to tlieir grzat 
fatisfadioil. The mattnef of this lad*s iinging 
•was afterwards mentioned to the king, who, upon 
hearing him, was fo much pledfed, that he never 
met with him afterwards, without deiiring him 
to ling, Which, of CbUrfe, was complied with. 
' We come now to mentioti a circumftance 
which prefents thefe natives of Pelew in a liglit 
that could not have been preconceived ; a cif- 
cumftance which difcovers fuch nice feelings, as^ 
on the one hand, difplays human nature in a very 
pleafing attire, in this her nati^drefsj while, 
on the other, it ttiay put to the bluih enlightened 
nations and individuals. The Englifli had no 
other means for again reviiiting their native 
homes, but by conftru6ting a fmall fchoonerj 
and, for this purpofe, had only a few inftruments 
faved from the wreck. Thefe they carefully 
coiicealed from the natives, who had ihewn a 
patricular attachment to iron, and inftruments 
made of that metal. Accidentally a chief had 
2 obfervec' 
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obferved where they were, and requeued a cut? 
lafs from Captain Wilfon. The captain was loth 
to part with it, but fearing worfe confequeoces 
ia cafe he refufed, thought it beft to give it. As 
they went out of the tent, Raa Kook obferved it 
with great difpleafure, took it from him, and re- 
turned it to Captain Wilfon. 

In a few hours the Malay coming afhore, tdd 
the captain he had given great offence by offer- 
ing a cutlafs to an inferior officer, and negle^xi|^ 
the king and his brothers. In order to make ap 
matters. Captain Wilfon thought it beft to pre- 
fent each of the king's brothers with fome cloth 
and ribbons, which were very coolly received— 
they feemed to be unhappy. In the afternoon 
the king came round front the back part of the 
ifland, where he had fpent the night, and Cap- 
tain Wilfon went out in the jolly-boat, with Tom 
Rofe, lo meet him. Now Abba Thulle, who had 
been fo happy and pleafed the day before, ap- 
peared with a glooqay referve, and the poor Ene- 
lilhmen trembled in anticipating the dreadful 
effe6ls of his difpleafure, which they thought he 
was meditating. But the real caufe of the un- 
eafinefs, which evidently deprelTed them all, was 
nothing more than a ftruggle in their own brcafts, 
how they fhould afk a favour from ftrangers al- 
moft wholly in their own power, witliout having 
the appearance of a command. This marks a 
delicacy of mind, which ranks the natives of Pc* 
lew high in refinement. 

It appeared, a neighbouring nation had injured 
them, and as they meant to attack them in battle 
in a few days, they very juftly forefaw the advan 
tages which would arife from the prefence of 
few of the £ngli{h failor^ with firearms. A, 

length 
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length^ with much evident confufion, Abba 
Thulle hinted it to Captain Wiifon, who imme- 
diately affured him, he might at any time com- 
mand his men*, who were entirely at his fervicq, 
! No fooner was this anfwer notified by the inter- 
preter, than every countenance brightened up, and 
cordiality and happinefs were reftored. The king 
immediately dubbed tl^e captain a brother rupack, 
entreated him to fend fome of his people to the 
part of the ifland where he lived, to carry him 
whatever provifions they needed, and concluded 
with afluring him, that the natives were entirely 
at his fervice, to aflift in conftruding their vefleJ, 
or any thing elfe in their power. . 

He immediately retired to the oppoiite fide of 
the ifland, promising to return next motning for 
the men. Nor was the happy fettlement of this 
affair lefs agreeable to the Englifh than the na- 
tives. The fear of having incurred the difplea- 
fure of thofe, whofe favour was fo uscefTary, had 
diftrefled them not a little ; aod each ftrove to 
fliew his zeal by wilhing to be fele6t:ed foif the 
expedition propofed, At laft, five young men 
were chofen and properly equipped. They were 
headed by Mr. Cummin, the third mate. 

Meanwhile every preparation was made to 
build a fchooner, in which they mighjt return to 
China j and the alacrity every perf6n fhewed to 
lend bis afiiilance in this important bufinefs, was 
an earneft of their future fuccefs. Many necef- 
faries were recovered from the wreck, and trees 
were felled to fupply the reft, 

• Nothing but the peculiarity of Captain Wilfon's fituation, 
could juftify him in joining in hoflilities againft a people who 
had done him no wrong } but circumftances influence the beft 
of us. 
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On the 25th, the five Englifh warriors retttHB- 
cd in fafety, after acquitting themfelves to the 
fatisfa6tion of the king, and putting his enemies 
to flight by the efFe6t and terror of their firearm?. 
For this fervice, the liland of Oroolong, where 
they then refided, was given to the £ngliih by 
Abba Thulle. 

On the 31 ft of Auguft, Captain Wilfon paid a 
vifit to Pelew. Mr. Devis, Mr. Sharp, and Harry 
Wilfon, accompanied the captain on this vifit. 
The Englifh went in their jolly-boat, attended by 
Raa Kook, and other natives, in a canoe. 

About one o*clock the^ reached Pelew, fired £% 
mulkets, and fixed their colours in the ground, 
at the end of the caufeway wiiere they landed^ 
Raa Kook conduced them to a houfe, where they 
waited the arrival of Abba Thulle. Meantime 
the natives thtonged into the houfe to have a 
view of the Englifh, bringing along with them 
various refrefhments and fweet-meats. In a little 
it was notified that the king was at hand, when, 
notwithftanding the multitude then prefent, the 
greateft filence prevailed. On his arrival. Cap- 
tain Wilfon embraced him as at firft mecring, 
and prefented him with a few trinkets, whidi 
were very agreeably received. 

Abba Thulle now propofed to conduft them to 
the town, which is about a quarter of a mile from 
the landing place, where they were. The Eng- 
lifh, in order to afTume fome little formality, 
ciarried their colours before them. They paffM 
through a wood, and then came to a fine pave- 
ment or caufeway. There are large broad flones 
laid in the middle for the eafe of walking, and 
lefTcr ones on the fides. This led them to tbe 
towxip where they were conduded to a larse 
fquarc tavcment, furrounded by houfo. In the 
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toitre ftood a larger houie than the reft, which 
was allotted to the Englifli for their accommoda- 
tion. In it there was a number of women, of 
a fuperior rank, being wives to the rupaclfs, or 
principal officers of ftate, who received. them very 
politely, and pr^efented tliem with cocoa-nuts and 
fweet drink, of which all partook. 

In a little the king, after a fuitable ^ology to 
paplain Wilfon, retired to bathe, and a menage 
wa? fent from the qpeen, expre/finga wiih to be 
favoured with the company of the Engliih at hej: 
houfe. Thither they all repaired, and were featr 
ed in a little fquare before the houfe. It appear- 
ed that this lady was the principal wife of Abba 
Thulje, and great attention was paid to her by 
-^1. The king refided almoft conftantly at her 
houfe. She appeared at the window, and, by 
iqeans of Haa Kook, examined into tlie various 
peculiarities in the appearance of the Engliih 
which ftruck her. She fent them a broiled pi-» 
geon, which is the greatell rarity the iiland pro- 
dyces, and is l\dd in the higheft eflimation. It 
is unlawful for any but rupacks and their wivei 
to ta^e tlietn. 

After fatisfying her curioftty, they were conr 
dudted by tlxe general to his houfe, where they 
met with a mo,ft gracious reception, apd had an 
opportunity of obferving the benevolent heart of 
this worthy man in domeilic life. In his houfe 
they were treated with the greateft kindnefs, and 
with the moft expreffive tokens of real welcome; 
but what particularly warmed their hearts on thi^ 
occafion, was Ihe endearing behaviour of Ra?i 
Kook to his wife and children. Thefe laft he 
fpodled on his knees, and carefled with all the 
genuine marks of parental aifedion. The night 
i;>eiog now pretty far advanced, they retired to 
^ Da .^^ ,,.^ their 
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their honfe, where their friend the general fparcd 
no pains to render their accommodation comfort- 
able. He procured plenty of mats for them to 
ileep on, kindled fires to defend them from the 
mofquitoes and damps, and ordered fome of his 
own men to fleep at the other end to proteft them 
from any of the natives, who might be led to dif- 
turb them from motives of curiofity. Next miom- 
ing they were attended, as ufual, byRaa Kook, 
and after walking about for fome time, were or- 
dered to attend the king to breakfaft in the qaeen*s 
houfe, where they had been the day before. 
■ They were received with a peculiar etiquette, 
which was never afterwards pradifed. The hmife 
was all in one apartment ; at the one end of which 
hung a fcreen of mats, which, when drawn up, 
difcovered the king and queen feated. They 
breakfafted on yams and fifh very agreeably. Af- 
ter breakfaft Mr. Sharp, the furgeon, accompani- 
ed by Mr. Devis, fet out to vifit a child of Arra 
Kook*8, which was fick. His houfe was about 
three miles diftant. This gave them an oppor- 
tunity of examining the country, which they had 
not before done. This vifit was very acceptable, 
and the rupack thought he could not fufificiently 
repay them. Mr. Sharp examined the child's 
body, which was almofi covered with ulcers, but 
could not prefctibe any thing, having no medi- 
cines. He approved of the mode of cure they 
bad adopted, which was chiefiy foroentatioa. 
Arra Kook then laded feveral fervants with pro- 
vifions, &c. in balkets, to be fent to the boats, 
and affured them, when they left the ifland, they 
ihould have his whole rood of tame pigeons. 
This, by the way, was the greateft compliment 
he could offer them, in his efiimation ; and fuf- 
'^ciently ihews the uncommon gratitude with 
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yrhkh his boXbm was warmed. — ^Indeed, the 
readers will, oq Doany occaiions, have anticipated 
the r^mark^ that the finer feelings and virtues 
which adorn humanity, Ihone in thefe na,tives in 
no common degree. They, returned to Captain 
WilCon, at PeleWj thp lame evening. 

The requeft which had been previoufly hinted 
by the king, was now form^Jy made to Captain 
Wilfon, by de(ire of a council of rupacks, that hn 
would allpw them ten men to accompany theni 
to a fecond engagement at Artingall 5 which was 
moft readily complied with. Captain Wilfon 
ixientioned, at the fame time, that it would be 
obliging were the men detained as ftort time as 
poliible, not to hinder the progrefs of their 
fchooner. Tp this Abba ThuUe moH ei^gaging- 
ly replied, " That it w^s not his wiih to det$un 
them longer than was abfolutely neceflary, but 
alter doing, him fo much fervice, he behoved tp 
keep them a day or two to rejoice witli him." 
The council had met in the forenoon on this bu- 
^nefs. Every rupack, or chief, was feated ofa a 
Hone, that for the king being higher than the reft, 
and difputed from fide to fide as it happened, 
without any regular order of fpeakers. It ap- 
peared that every thing was decided by a majori- 
ty, fo that their government bears no fmall affi- 
nity to our own. 

The remainder of the time the Englifh fpejit 
at Pelew, was very agreeably employed. On^ 
day, when in company with "a great number o/f 
the natives, Mr. Devis, who was an excellent 
draughtfman, took out his pencil, and was bufily 
employed in taking the likenefs of a woman who 
drew his attention. The lady obferving him, and 
ignorant of his intention, retired in great confu- 
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lion. A chief belide him, noticing the drawing, 
was greatly pleafed, and ihewed it to the king, 
who immediately ordered two women to come 
forward and ftand in a proper pofition for Mr. 
Devis to take their likenefs. Mr. Devis foon fi- 
nifhed his Sketches and presented them to the 
king, who was highly entertained, and calling 
the women, ihewed them their portraits, with 
which they were much pleafed. Abba ThuUc 
defired Mr. Devis to give him his pencil and 
paper, on which he fcratched a few figures, very 
rudely, but fufHciently to (hew his conception ck^ 
what had been done. So that while he thus dis- 
played his own inferiority to the artift, he, at the 
fame time, gave evident proofs of the fenfe he 
had of it, and his withes to poiTefs thefe qualifi- 
cations which fo pleafed him. 

Captain Wilfon and his companions were car- 
ried to fee their method of building canoes, and 
obferved fome canoes which were juft returned 
from a fkirmifh, in which they had proved vido- 
rious. They had captured a canoe, which was 
confidered as great a trophy as a firft rate man of 
war would be in Britain. On this occalion the 
Englifh had an opportunity of obferving their 
method of celebrating fuch exploits, or keeping 
a day of feftivity. There was a great feaft pre- 
pared for the warriors, previous to which they 
danced in the following manner: they ornament- 
ed themfelves with plantain leaves, nicely paired 
into ftripes, like our ribbons, which, being of a 
yellowilh colour, had a good eifed on their dark 
ikins 5 then forming themfelves into circles, otic 
within another, an elderly perfon began a fong, 
or long fentence,''and on his coming to the end of 
it. all the dancers joined in coucert; dancing along 
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at the fame time 5 then a new fentence was pro- 
nounced and danced to, which continued till 
every one had fung, and his verfe had been danc- 
ed to. 

Their manner of dancing does not confifl fo rtiuch 
of capering and leaping, or other feats of agility, 
as a certain method of reclining their bodies, and 
yet preferving their balance. During the dance, 
fweet drink was handed about, and when it was 
finifhed an elegant fupper was brought in. 

Mr. Sharp carried Captain Wilfon, one after- 
noon, to fee his favourite Arra Kook, who re- 
ceived them with great joy, and entertained them 
very kindly. They went through many planta- 
tions on their way, and were much furprifed to 
find the country.fo highly cultivated. They ob- 
ferved a tree, named by the natives ri'a'mall, 
which the Englifli fuppofed to be a fpecies of the 
bread-fruit. After enjoying plentiftilly this good 
man's bounty, they returned to Pelew, highly de-. 
lighted with their agreeable excurfion. In the 
courfe of fuch obfervations as they had an oppor- 
tunity of making, they found the employment of ' 
the men generally to be making darts, hewing 
trees, and building canoes, while the women 
looked after the yams, wrought the mats and 
balkets, nurfed their children, and drefled the 
viduals. 

On Thurfday the 4th of September they left 
Pelew, loaded with prefents, and amidll the loud 
acclamations of a vaft number of the natives. 
They arrived fafe at the cove about nine in the 
evening, and found all their companions well, 
and proceeding in their work with the utmoft 
alacrity. The captain immediately informed them 
of the reoueft the natives bad made for ten men, 

and 
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and every one was again anjcious to be of the 
party. At length they were determined upon, 
and ordered to be in readinefs on a call from the 
king. ... 

Soon after his maje% paid them another vifit 
at Oroolong, and after infpe6ing the progress 
they made in their veiTel^ which delighted him 
greatly, he returned with the defired rcinfSorcc- 
juent of ten £nglifhmen. 

As the king had fome days before fent infor- 
mation to Artingall of his propolled attack, which 
is cullomary here, and at the fame time terms of 
peace, he now ordered a canoe, with four men 
in it, to proceed to the iiland, and enquire whe- 
ther they were to fubmit or to fight. 

The mefTengers foon returned, informing that 
they refufed the terms offered them. Immediately 
Abba Thulle ordered the conch to be founded, 
and waved his chinani Hick in the air^ the figoal 
for forming the line of battle. 

Meantime the enemy coUeded their canoes, 
but kept clofe by the fhore, Ihewing an evident 
difinclination to come to battle. 

Abba Thulle had drefled himfelf in the fcarlct 
eoat which Captain Wilfon had given him, and 
kept one of the Englilhmen in his canoe. The 
other nine were difperfed through the fleet in 
nine different canoes, arme4 with mulkets, cut- 
laffes, bayonets, and pi Hols. 

Finding the enemy would not advance, and 
their prelcnt (ituation being very unfavonrablc 
for the attack, the king ordered a party of ca- 
noes to go round a neck of high land, and lie 
there concealed. He then ordered the remainder 
to exchange a few darts in theiy prefeiit pofitioo, 
md retreat wltK apparent precipiiancy ; by thefe 
, means 
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means he expefted to draw the enemy froni their 
ihores, and the concealed fquadron could then 
get betwixt them and the land, and thus hem 
them in on all hands. 

He difpatched his orders with great readinefs, 
by means of fbme very fwift failing canoes, which 
cut the water wi^h aftoniihing velocity. His 
ffa'atagem took effed as he wiflied. The enemy 
rufhed out to purfue the apparent fugitives, and 
the canoes coming round the high land, furround- 
ed them on all fides. Thofe who fled now turn- 
ed about, and, by means of the firearms, threw 
the enemy into terror and confufion. The noife 
of the mulkets, their friends dropping they toew 
not how, and the triumphant Ihout which the 
natives of Pelew fet up, totally difcomfited them. 
They retreated with precipitation > rufhed through 
the canoes that were betwixt them and the land, 
as there were but few of them, and by that 
means all efcaped but fix canoes, and nine natives 
who were captured. The vidory was, however, 
confidered as very complete. It is very feldom 
that any canoes are taken, and two or three pri- 
foners are generally the greateft number. The 
dead bodies are carefully carried off the field of 
battle, left they fhould fall into the hands of the 
conquerors to expofe them. It grieves us to be 
obliged to fay, that the prifoners are conftantly 
difpatched. This is the only trait of inhumani- 
ty that difgraces a people otherwife mild and 
gentle. 

A little before this engagement, Mr. Sharp 
was requefted by Raa Kook, to go along with him 
to Pelew, to iHfpe6t his fon's foot, which was 
veiy dangeroufly hurt by a fpear, wli^ich having 
funk deep into the flefh, was broke off in attempt- 
ing 
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ing to pull it out ; and the barb of the fpcar, bar- 
ing got in among the fmall bones, they could not 
cxtraA it. Meantime, his foptfwelled amazingly, 
to the great diflrefs of the young man. One of 
the natives, reputed among them as a oian of 
fkill, began to cut away the flefh. But, after 
mangling his foot in a terrible manner, he was 
obliged to defift, as the eft'ulion of blood became 
fb great that he could not coivtinue the operation. 
They, therefore, had recourfe to their ibmenta- 
tion, of which Mr. Sharp much approved, and 
de/ired it to be continued till he faw him, which 
he could not propofe at that time> three of the 
ablefl men being (ick. 

Mr. Sharp's account of his, excuriion to fee 
him fome time after is as follows: 

Immediately on his landing, lie went dlredly 
to his father's houfe, who met him with vi£bie 
diftrefs in his countenance. 

Mr. Sharp acquainted him, that he was come 
to fee his Ibn, and had brought fuch infirumeoti 
with him as would enable him, he hoped, to ad- 
roinifter relief. He fmiled approbation, and con- 
dud:ed him to his honfe, where Abba Thnlle and 
ieveral of the principle people were aflembled. 
Aft^r paying nis refpe^ to them, Mr. Sharp 
was informed, that during Raa Kook's iiay at 
Oroolong, the fwelling had fpbfided by means of 
the fomentation, and they had forced the fpear 
through his foot, as the only method of cxtra^ 
ing it. At this time, the whole army was fettiog 
out on a third expedition, which the young maa 
hearing, could not bear the thoughts of being ab- 
fent from. He therefore in fill td upon being car- 
licd to his canoe, where, though he could not ftand 
on his feet to fight, he could raifc himfelf fo much 
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xtp as to throw a fpear. He, therefore, went along, 
and very earJy In the engagement fell a f icrifice 
to his magnanimity ; a fpear entering through 
his throat, occafioned his immediate death. It 
is impolfible to pals over in filence the mihappy 
fate of this gallant youth. A fpirit more truly- 
heroic, hiftory has not lefl on record j nor need 
we heiitate to fay, that there was more real valour 
diQ>layed in this aftion, which accident only has 
brought on record, than in many feats which 
have attra6ted the admiration of ages. Succeft 
again crowned the natives of Pelew, by the affift- 
ance of the Englifh, though the enemy behaved 
with great refolution. 

Soon after, Raa Kook defired Mr. Sharp and 
the boatfwain to accompany him to the water 
fide, where two canoes were waiting, into which 
they went, accompanied by about twenty rupacks, 
whom they had not formerly feen, as they belong- 
ed to another ifland, though friendly to Abba 
Thulle. Mr. Sharp knew not whither they wero 
going, but fufTered himfelf to be conduced by 
his friend. They landed upon an ifland about 
four miles diftant from Pelew. They went 9 
little way up into the ifland, to a fmall, uninha- 
bited village, where there were four or five 
houfes, furrounded by a neat pavement. 

After refting about an hour here, they fet for* 
Mrard to a town about half a mile diftant, where a 
great many people of both fexes were affembled, 
and an entertainment prepared. Immediately 
after this the women retired; and foon after 
their attention was drawn to the found of driftrefa 
and wcjepingat a little diftanccj the voices appear- 
ed to' be princip^ly tho(e of women. Raa Kook 
immediately led Mr. Sharp from the company 

^ to 
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to the place whence the noife proceeded. They 
found a great multitude of woitien attending a 
dead corpfe, which was neatly wrapped in a mat, 
and fupported by four men. They kept up a 
conftant lamentation, and were juft about to by 
it down, when the ftrangers joined them. The 
body was immediately depofited in the grave 
without any ceremony, while the men who had 
borne it on their (boulders, proceeded to cover it 
quickly with the dull. The u omen then kneeled 
down, and their cries increafed fo much, that 
they appeared as if they were anxious to tear up 
the very body again which had been juft bu- 
ried. 

A heavy fliowcr of rain obliged Mr. Sharp to 
leave this interefting fcene to feek fhelter, but 
he never could learn the caufe of Raa Kook's 
behaviour on this occafion j as, notwithftanding 
the uncommon regard he had for his late fon, 
whofebody they were convinced it was, he prc- 
ferved the moft profound filence on the fubjedj 
Bor did he appear particularly interefted. The 
moft probable conjecture they could form was. 
that he confidered it to be below that dignity of 
mind, which he, on all occafions, wiftied to Sup- 
port, to appear concerned on an occafion which 
generally produces thofe feelings that betray what 
they coniider as human weakuefs. 

The night proved very ftormy, fo they could 
not return to Pelew, but fpent the evening with 
Baa Kook. In the morning Raa Kook carried 
Mr. Sharp and the boatfwain to a little hut con- 
tiguous to the place where his fon had been bu- 
ried. Here they found only an old woman, to 
whom the general fpoke for /ome time. * She 
then went out, but returned in'a little, bringing 

with 
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with her two old cocoa-nuts, fome red ochrc> 
and a bundle of betel-nut with the leaves. He 
took the cocoa-nuts and crofTed them with tl^e 
ochre, placing thera one on each fide by him j 
after which he repeated ibniething to himfeUi 
.which they fuppol'ed to be a prayer. He then 
-qroffed the betel-nut in the fame manner, and 
lat mufing over it a little, when hf gave them to 
the woman, who carried ihem out, as Mr. Sharp 
fuppofed, to the grave 5 he wilhed to follow her, 
but as Eaa Kook appeared under great agitation^ 
and not incliniwi to rife, he did not leave him, 
nor enquire farther. 

, Mr. Sharp entertained his friends with the ili- 
{pc6don of his watch and furgical indruments* 
with which they were greatly pleafed, as well as 
with the defcriptlon he gave them of the mode 
of performing various operation^. 

Their countrymen they had left at Pelew wer^ 
in great diftref& about their abfence. They had 
been witneifes to the funeral of, another young 
,man> w)io had been flain in the fame battl?. 
As they were accidentally ftraggling through the 
fields, about two miles from Pclew, they obferve^l 
a great number of the natives going towards a 
village, with Abba Thulle at their head. They 
ca^ to a large pavemej;it, where, the king was 
feated, and a great crowd furrounded him. Thofe 
who bore the corpfe, moved flowly Jon before tli 
king, who addrefled them in a J^^jeechjj pi-obabW 
recapitulating the qualifications of the aijceaTea. 

This eulogium he delivered \^ith- great lx)]enj- 
nity J and the refpedful filence of all around hina, 
added a degree of aft'eding graiicleur to the fcene. 
The body was then carried to the grave, attend- 
ed by women onjy, and tiiitber Mr. Matthias Wil- 
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fon followed. He obfeired an aged woman ga- 
ting out of the new-rfiade gravei whom he fnppof- 
ed to be the mother or ibme near relation of the 
deceafed, who had been examining if every thing 
was properly prepared to her mind. 

The laft offices they always commit to the wo- 
men, as the men who arc nearly intereftcd, * 
relations, might be led to difcover fome exteiior 
marks of grief, which they confider as derogato- 
ry to the dignity of manhood. Immediately oe 
the body being laid in the grave, the women fct 
up lou4 lamentations, as in the cafe of Raa Ko(A*i 
fon, and Mr. Wilfon left them. 

Their graves are made in the fame manner as 
in Europe. Some have a flat done laid horizoo- 
tally on the grave, to prevent any perfon from 
trampling upon it. They have alfo partictihr 
^>ots of ground fet apart for the purpofe of bury- 
ing their dead. 

It exceeds our limits to relate all the variom 
turns which took place during the contcfts be- 
tween the natives of Pelew and thofe of Artin- 
gall. Suffice it to fay, that Captain Wilfon lexA 
every aid to his friends, and obtained and dc- 
ferved their etteem. Sot)n after his return to 
Oroolong, he found it neceflary to ufe difcipHne. 
During his abfence, the cook had miibefaatcd 
exceedingly, appropriating a great part of the 
imall portiota of meat they were allowed, to-bim- 
felfandhisaffiftant. 

As it was requiiite, in their prefent fittiatioo, 
that the ftrifteft difcipline (hould be cxercif«d» 
Captain Willbn, by a tourt martial, ordered him 
t cobbing. 

The native tcndcrnefs of Raa Kook's difpofi- 
Mon^ who was prcfcnt, appeared emincDtly o* 

• ' Uii 
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tbis eccafion. When he faw the man firippcd 
io the waift, and his hands tied againft a tree to 
keep them extended, he entreated Captain Wil- 
fon to pardon him : this, however, could not be 
granted. 

Tie punifhment of cqfbbing is inflided by a 
thin flat piece of wood, like a battledore ; which 
Raa noiboner faw exercifed, and the man bearing 
it patiently, than he was reconciled, Handing by 
amd encouraging him all the time. 

A Chinefe was alfo puniihed in the fame man-, 
ncr, for ^j^ounding one of his countrymen with n 
Hone. But he fet up fuch a hideous cry, that 
Raa Kook was greatly entertained with his cow- 
ardice, or rather defpifed him for his want of 
fortitude. 

The fchooner now was confiderably advanced f 
and every circumftanoe confpired to brightcq 
their profpeds. On the 17th of Odober, Abba 
Thulie arrived with the agrSeeable news, that th^. 
chief minifter of Artingall had been at Pelew. 
with offers of peace, which had been concliidea 
upon, to the great joy of Raa Kook, and the other 
natives. Abba Thulie brought his youngefl: 
daughter with him, named Erre Befs, of whom 
he appeared to be exceedingly fond. He con- 
duded her through all the cove, and explained 
the ufe of every thing with 9iuch attention. Be- 
fides hqr Jie alfo brought with him, on this vifit, 
Ludee, one of hi^ wives j a very beautiful womant 
yonng, and greatly fuperi or to any they had hi- 
therto feen. Her genteel deportment and gracc- 
fittl ftq), drew the attention of every beholder. 
She bad with her eight or ten females, who were 
all efcorted by Raa Kook, ^nd ihewn the forge,, 
tdfcl^ guns, tents, and ofhcr curiofities, with 
E 2 whicl^ 
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which tliey were greatlf furprifed. The king 
had alfo brought fome of his artificer? with him, 
or tacklebys, as he caHed them, to obfcrve tbc 
pYogrefs of the veflel, and the manner of work- 
ing. He feemed peculiarly anxious that they 
:0iould pay attention to the fchooncr, which all 
ranks agreed in confidering as the ne plus vltra 
of human mechanifm. 

After their curiofity had been fully fatisficd, 
the captain prepared an entertainment for thcra 
in the tent, confifting principally of fifh, and 
boiled rice, fweetened with molafles, of which 
they appeared very fond. • 

. A. good deal of converfation took place on this 
rifit, between the king and Captain Wilfon, on 
various fubje6ts. Abba Thulle acknowledged that 
the Engli(h mulkets had now procured him peace 
xkritb almoft all his neighbours ; he at the fame 
time requefted, that the captain would leave 
ten jnufkets with him when he left the ifland. 
This Captain Wilfon told him would not be in 
his power, as Britain was at preient engaged in 
war with feveral different nations, with whofe 
veifels they might fall in on their return home- 
ward, and fo require defenlivc weapons j but he 
promifed him five, which greatly pleafed him. 

Abba Thulle then enquired what quantity of 
powder they had ; but, bbferving that Captain 
Wilfon was not difpofed to anfwer him readily, 
he very politely changed the fubjeft. 

The captain then defired he would aflurc his 
neighbouring illanders, that the Englifh, deeply 
fenfible of the kind ufage they had received from 
the inhabitants of Pelew, were determined to re- 
turn very foon, in a much larger (hip, and with 
t greater number of m^n, ani fully avenge ary 
■ ' infult 
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yifult that might be offered to the Pele.wites^. 
cither bj the people of Artingall, or any other 
ifland. 

Agreeable to a former p.romifc of Captain Wil- 
fon's, Abba ThuUe then informed him, he had 
comej at this time> to get the giins from the 
wreck, which flioiild either be placed at Oroo- 
long or Pelew, as the Engliih pleafed. Captain 
Wilfon, having prevLoufly confulted his officers," 
de^ed him to -take them all to Pelew, except 
one, which they might perhaps need in th« 
fchooner. Accordingly, next day, the king pr- 
dered fome of his people to go to the wreck in 
order to remove them. Having no tackle, they 
found it a very difficult job, and were forced t9 
fend for affiftance from their friends. The €ng- 
liihmen fpeedily lodged them in the canpes to 
the furprife of the natives, who could not con- 
ceive it poffible to handle thefe heavy pieces vvitU 
fuch apparent eafe. 

The king lodged at the back of the ifland, car- 
rying with him all his attendants, that the Englifh 
might be as little interrupted by them aspoflible. 
He had not^been Jong there, when he fen t for 
Captain Wilfon, Xo give him ten large filh, part 
of a quantity his people had taken. Of thefe he 
would only receive four, which would fully ferve 
all his people for fupper ; and fuch is the nature 
of the climate^ that no fifti will keep frefb above 
^vt or fix hours. The king then ordered the re- 
nuining fix to be dreft for keeping, and fent to 
the cpve in the morning. Their method of clean- 
ing and dreffing thcra is as follows} the.fifli It 
firft well cleaned, waihed, and all the fcales taken 
off} then two (licks arc placed lengthways of the 
6ih, in ordo: to keep it ftraight, in the fame 
£ g manner 
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iTianner as flicks are placed acrofs falmon in this 
country when kippering. It is then bound round 
with broad plantain leaves, and fmoked over a 
flow fire. In this ftate it yrill be eatable for at 
leaft two days, though not very pleafant to thoCb 
unaccuftomed to fbch a n^ode of prefcrying.. 

In the morning, thfc ears of the £ngli(h were 
ftlute4 with the noife of iinging in the wood?, 
which proved to be Raa Kook and bis attendants 
coming acrofs the country, with the fix dried fifh. 
This morning the king went to the wreck, and 
returned to the cove, and breakfafted on tea with 
Captain Wilfon, three Artingall people being al- 
{6 of the party, Aftet breakfaft, the ftrapgcrj 
^ere led through the works, and their furprife 
was nothing inferior to any that had yet been 
cxprefled. The guns particularly interefted them, 
as the means by which fo many of their coun« 
try men diddj» in a manner then incoroprehen* 

In a few days they had a farther opportunity of 
Ifecing the effc6ts of the mulkets, by Mr. Bcngcr's 
killing fome pigeons while op wing ; they ran 
to th0 carcafes, and examined then^ very attein 
tively, and, upon noticing the wounds, obfervcd, 
it was with fuch holes as thcfe their countrymen 
died. On this occafion the Pelewitcs fecnned to 
exult a little over thdr, neighbours, on the igno* 
ranee which they Ihew.ed of the ufe of fireamn- 
The people of Arrjngall, however^ retained no 
aniraofity on this account, hut feeraed quite hap- 
py and at eafe. Thus thefe people,, though fierce 
fn battle, as foon as peace is concluded, wifely 
/V>rgpt the pafl. Happy would it be for morepo? 
jii)i^d Ufttioos tQ imitate them iu thi^ refped ! 

The 
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The veflel, being now nearly completed, a con* 
fultation was held, to fix on the fafeft method of 
launching her, which was agreed to be lay-ways. 
They had neither pitch nor rolin to pay her with. 
This want, neceffity, the mother of invention, 
taught them to fupply by burning coral ftone in- 
to lime; then iifting it thoroughly, they mixed 
it up with greafe, and found it an excellent fuc- 
cedaneum. 

• Sorne time before this, Madan Blanchard, one 
of the common failors, who had accompanied the 
natives in their different expeditions^ had ex- 
prefled his defire to forae of his comrades to be 
left behind. At firft it was fuppofed he was not 
in eamcft : but wher) the captain was apprifedof 
his real inclination, he endeavoured to difluade 
him from fuch an unaccountable ftep. Finding, 
however, that no arguments could make any im- 
preflion on hjs mind, or ihake his refolution, ha 
determined to make a merit of necellity j and, 
therefore, when Abba Thulle came down to 
Oroolong, to attend the launching of the fchoo- 
ncr, he fignified to his majefly, that as a return 
for the hof^itality with which the Englifh had 
been treated, they would leave one of their com-' 
rades with him as a perpetual refidenter, who was 
fully qualiSed to manage the great guns and 
other things, that were to be prefented to him at 
their departure. The idea was by no means 
thrown away 5 the king was gratified beyond 
tneafure. # 

This night Blanchard f^ent with the king, and 
was well entertained. All the crow regret-* 
ted muoh to part with Blanchard. His agree-' 
able behaviour, made him regretted by all hia 
tampan lonsj who loll no opportunity to fpeak in 

\^ 
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Ills bdialf to the natives. This refohitioa of his, 
however, was iaesplicable 3 as it is difficult to 
conje&ure what motives cx)ciid urge him to for- 
fake that dafs of mankind, among whom he had 
hitherto lived, and be feparated fromrthem, per- 
haps forever. As Abba Thulle, Raa Kook, and 
the natives in general, coniidered his remaining 
among them as a very great compliment^ thej 
were refolved to render him happy; andpromif- 
ed to make him a rupack, to give him two wives, 
together with a houfe and plantions« 

Blanchard was about twenty years of age» of 
rather a grave tarn, but poflelEng much native 
humour. What rendered his refolution the noore 
extraordinary was, its being known that he had 
formed no particular attachment on the ifland; 
but man often difplays lingular freaks, and per- 
haps his real motives will ever be unknown. He 
certainly was courageous iu an eminent degree, 
and no quality is more valued among the 
natives. Unfortunately he could neither read 
nor write; elfe, fliould fucceeding navigators 
fall in with him, he might have been able to for- 
nilh memoirs which would have interefted every 
admirer of fimple nature 5 and every heart of fcn- 
fibility will have an ansdous defire to know the 
fate of a man, who made himfelf a voluntary 
reclufe from the reft of the world. 

We come now to contemplate a fcene peculi- 
arly interefting. Next moruipg the Eoglifti pro- 
ceeded, before day-break, to make ready for th« 
launch ; it need fcafcely be mentioned, that un- 
common p^ns were taken to put every thing in 
the moft favourable train for getting the veflcl 
afloat. About feven, the king and attendants 
were deHrcd to be prcfeot^ aud io a little time 

Digitized by Google 



TO A^iV/ V — ■ 






--*♦ J 



,d by Google 






^ 



V 



AiMim. 



,d by Google 



Wilson's voyage." 45 

the fclioojaer was fafely -launched, to the general 
joy of every fpedator, and, by Abba Thulle's de- 
lire, was named the Oroolong. Never was there 
a more aiFe6tingly hiappy fcene. — Every eye feem- 
ed to fparkle with a hiftre borrowed for the oc- 
caiion. — Every countenance looked animating 
joy and heartfelt fatisfadion 3 but few among 
them could utter their feelings ; looks of congra- 
tulation circulated around, while every one Ihook 
his neighbour's hand with warmeft fervor. Home, 
wives, parents, children, friends — all-^all feem- 
ed as within grafp.— ^But defcription is unequal 
to tliis taik. Let not, however, the behaviour 
of their Pelew friends be forgotten . In their joy, 
which was alfo unbounded, re^l philanthropy 
was to be feen.-^They faw, by this occurrence, 
thofe friends whom they valued, about to leave 
ihem j thofe friends by whom they had been lb 
much benefited, and from whom they had learn* 
*ed fo much. — But they faw them happy.^They 
knew their whole comfort depended upon the 
fuccefs of this event, and therefore their jbenevo-- 
lent hearts participated in the general joy. 

After a very happy breakfaft indeed, they pro- 
ceeded to carry every thing aboard, with all pof- 
fible expedition, and in the afternoon, the flood 
tide coming in, the Ihip was hauled into the ba- 
fon, a deep place of four or five fathoms water 5 
and, in the courfe of the day, they got on board 
all the provifions and flores, fuch only excepted 
as were to be given in prefents to the king 3 and 
in the morning took on board their anchors, ca- 
bles, and other neceflaries, making bitts, an4 
fitting a rail acrofs the flern of the vellel/ 

The weather and wind appearing favourable, 
the captain informed Abba Thulle, that they 

purpofed 
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purpofed failing the next day. This very mack 
diftreffed him ; for he had fent word to the neigh- 
bouring rupacks, that the day following that now 
mentioned by the captain, was the day the Engliih 
meant to fail. In confequence of which they were 
to come to Oroolong the next night, to Aimifh 
them with provifions, and bid them farewell. 
This information determined the captain fUll 
more to fet fail in the forenoon, as the number of 
canoes to be expeded, would greatly incommcxie 
them. He therefore apologized in the beft man- 
ner he could to the king, who appeared greatly 
difappointed. He then begged that the captain 
and officers would dine with him and his bro* 
thers on ihore. With this they cheerfully cocn- 
plied, and after dinner, the king Signified his In* 
tention of invefting the captain with the order 
of the BONE, and making him a rupack of the 
fir ft rank. The captain exprefled his acknow- 
ledgments for the intended honour, when the* 
bone was drawn over his left hand, with great 
Iblemnity, by the chief minifter and Raa Kook, 
on which the whole aflembly tcftified their ioy. 
The king, then addtefiing the captain, told him 
*< that the bone fhould be rubbed bright cvciy 
day, and preferved as a teftimony of the rank he 
held among them; that this mark of dignity 
mufl, on every occalion, be valianlly defeudca, 
nor fuffered to be torn from his arm, but with the 
lofs of life." 

Our readers may perhaps fmile at this fimple 

badge 9f dignity; bat they ihould recoiled, that 

. the objed. and the end are every where the fame; 

and that a ftar on the bread, or a bone oa the drni, 

in themielveg are equally iniignificant, All public 

bonoum 
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l)onoui;B hold out a prize to merits and in thif 
L'ght only fhould they be regarded. 

As a farther proof of Abba Thnlle's confidence, 
he propofed intrufting Captain Wilfon with thtD 
care bf his fecond fon, Prince Le Boo, whofe 
afFe6Ung dory will foon be recorded. The king'f 
objeft in this, was to improve the young man in 
the knowledge, which he faw the Englilh poflefs 
in an eminent d^ree, and to render him ufeful^ 
to his native country in future. Raa Kook alfo 
folicited permiffion to accompany themj but thii 
requeft was refufed by the king, from very pru- 
dential motives of policy. 

Arra Kooker, who from the firft, fcemed to 
have fet his heart on the Newfoundland dog, fo 
Warmly importuned the captain for his favourite, 
tbac they could not refill his folicitations. But 
the general's intention was far otherwife employ- 
ed. He was already building a fhip in imagina- 
Aioh; and, to realize his defign, wifhed them to 
leave their launching ways, faying he would go to 
work on the fame place. 

The king had laughed at*lhe infignificance of 
Arra Kooker*s requeft of the dog ; but the fubje6t 
of fhip-building caught his moft ferious attention. 
It was of national importance, and of courfe de- 
manded the patronage of a good prince. 

In the midft of their difcourfe, a battle on board 
the fhip between two failors, called for the pre- 
fcnce of the captain. The damage proved no 
greater than a bloody nofe, which being fettled, 
Mr. Wilfon again returned. When th^ circum- 
ftance was explained to the king, he obferved 
that there were, no doubt, bad men In all coun» 
trici, 

Permiffiof* 

Digitized by GoOg.^ 



48 WILSON S VOTAGJ?^ 

Penhiflion was afked, and obtained, to hoifi ai 
Englilh pendant on a tree near the cove, with an 
infcription as follows, on copper, to be placed oa 
another tree adjacent : 

THE HONOURABLE 

feNCLISH EAST INDIA COMPANY'S SHIP, 

THE ANTELOPE, 

HENRY WILSON, COMMANDER, 

WAf LOST UPON THE REEF NORTH OF THIS ISLARD, 

IN THE NIGHT 

BETWEEN THE 9TH AND lOTH OF AUGUST} 

WHO HERE BUILT A VESSEL, 

AND SAILED FROM HENCE 

THE llTH OF NOVEMBER, 1783. 

Captain Wilfon explained the purport of this 
infcription to Abba Thulle, who was grcatlj 
pleafed witjiit ; and, having explained it to his 
people, he aljTured the Englifli, that it ihoold 
carefully Hand there in remembrance of their vi- 
liters. 

The converfation this day was principally coo- 
fined to the approaching feparation. «* When 
^ou are gone,*' faid the king, " I much dread that 
the Artingalls will redouble their attempts agaiDft 
me : and, deprived of your aid, I fhall probably 
feci the effects of that animofity they have alwaj* 
had towards my people, and having no more thf 
Kngliih to fupport me, I ihall not be mat^h ftf 
them, unlcfs you leave the few muikets you pro- 
mi fed me. 

The captain was quite fatisficd to comply with 

the reoucft immediately^ but moft of the ofeccr?, 

who (till ^ad apprehenfions, were unwilling to 

'give up the arms till the laft moment. That nr.- 

iucky fufpicioD, of being detained, whjtfM^d (o 

J uil|8Rroailf 
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'Bhgenerovtlly taken poffeffion of them,' bad been 
fo ri vetted in their minds, that it was not eafily 
diilodged. It is neceflary, however, not to con- 
demn our countrymen too haftily. They had 
been accuftomed to fee roguery fo generally, and 
{o fcientifically pradifed, that diflruft and fufpi- 
cion are naturally inftilled anaong the firft princi- 
. pies of education 5 and it was not eafy for them 
to conceive, that the fame fpecies ihould be fo 
very different, even at oppolite quarters of the 
globe ; but here they faw the open, indifgnifed 
adtions of nature, knowing no deceit, and dread- 
ing none. 

Abba Thulle was too quick-fighted not to 
obferve their diflruft j and it is not ealy to expreft 
. the agitation whichiaboured in his breaft, on find- 
ing that doubts were harboured of his lincerity. 
«• Why/ faid he, " ihould you diftruft me? *I 
never refufed you my confidence. If my inten- 
tions had been hoftile, you would have known it 
long ago, being entirely in my power. But, on 
the contrary, you have had my utmoft afiiftance ; 
and yet, at the very laft, you fufpe6t me of bad 
defignsl'V 

The earneftnefs of his manner, fpokc his feel- 
ings more than his words 3 nor need it be doubted, 
that a little recoUedion brought the blulli into 
ihe countenances of thofe whom he addreifed. 
The man who had uniformly behaved with fuch 
difinterefted, unfufpe6ting benevolence — the roan 
who freely committed his own fon to their care, 
to be doubted within a few hours of their parting, 
was a ftab, which the fenfibility of Abba Thull« 
could not iupport. Tl>e feverity and truth pf his 
rcjfrqach, and the noble dignity with which he 
fupported himfelf, brought t^e daring thought. 

Vol. IX. F * , vbich 
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which fome iiad entertained, of butcheiiog hio| 
and his brothers, to view, and gave a moft capti- 
vating pidure of the miW, yet forcible triumpb 
of virtue. They found thenjfelves guilty, and 
faw e%4dently, that virtue will flourHh in what- 
ever foil {he is implanted. Withoutfurthcrhefi- 
tation, they fent on board for all the arms that 
could be fpared ; and on the boat*8 return, prefeot* 
ed him with five mulkets, five cutlaiTes, more 
than half a barrel of gunpowder, and flint and 
ball in proportion. Once more harmony wm 
reflored, and the generous AbbaThuUe forgot, « 
feemed to forget, their fufpicions. 

The king's fecond fon, Lee Boo, arrived in the 
evening from Pelew, under the care of his elder 
b];other. Abba ThuUe prefented him to the cap- 
tain, and then to the officers. He advanced in 
fo eafy and polite a nianner, having much good 
humour and forcible expreffion in his afpe£k, tfaJt 
every one was prepolTcfled in his favour. Af it 
was now growing dark, the ofiicers went on boaid, 
leaving the captain behind, at the king's reqncIL 
Next day Mr. Wilfon infcn-med them, that nd- 
ther he, the king, nor the rupacks, enjoyed much 
reft 5 the afFedionate father employing the mo- 
ments in giving advice to his fon, and in recom- 
mending him to the care of the captain; not, 
however, from the fmallefl fear that he would b6 
ill-treated : " I would wiih you,** faid he, ** to 
fhew my fon every thing that is ufeful, and make 
him an Engliihman. Tlie fine things he will fee 
may probably induce him to flip away from yaa 
in fearch of lefs confined gratification ; but I b^ 
.that you will contrive to Calm and fubdoe the 
rafhnefs and impetuofity of his youth. I wdl 
{u&ow^ from the dififereot countries he nniti pais 
I ' Ibroogb, 
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^rongh, that he will be liable to dangers, and 
even to difeafcs that we never heard of, which may 
kill him 5 but I alfo know that death is the cora« 
inon lot J and whether he dies with you, or at 
Pelew, is of no moment. I know you are a man 
of humanity 5 and am, therefore, confident, that 
if my fon be iick, you will look on him with 
kindnefs. But fhould that happen, which your 
utmoU care cannot prevent, let it not deter you of 
}our brother, or any of your countrymen from 
ifcturning, for I (hall rejoice at the fight/* 

The captain afiured the king, that he might 
reft fatisfied of the care and affedion with which 
his fon would be treated.— Before Mr. Wilfoa 
came on board, he admonifhed Blanchard (the 
man who had refolved to renounce his country) 
as to his conduct among. the natives. He defired^ 
him to be watchful of the arms and ammunition 
that would be left behind, that they might de- 
fend themfelves from their enemies. He begged 
him not to go naked, like the natives, as It might 
leilen his importance with them as an Englifhman) 
and countenance an evident indecency 5 and that 
he might have no excufe from tlie want of clothes, 
gtl that could be fpared was left him 5 in order, 
that if he accepted the king's offer of wives, he 
might be enabled to drefs them fomewhat after his 
own cuftom. The captain did not forget to en- 
force on him the abfolute neceflity of continuing 
hia/cligious duties, and to be particular in keep- 
ing Sunday, After this,, he was requefted to aik 
any favour that might tend to his future comfort;- 
on which he begged to have one of the {liip*t 
compalies, and the mafis, fails, and oars, belong* 
ing to the pinnace,^ which alfo was intended to be 
left behind^ 

. F3 W^nefday 
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Wednefday morning early, an Englifli jad: 
was hoilled at the mafl-hcad of the Oro<:>k)ng, 
and a I'wivel fired as a fignal for failing; whicii 
being explained to the king, he ordered all tlic 
provifions on board, which he had brought f<ir 
the voyage. A great number of canoes furround- 
ed the velTel, loaded with prefents, fo that it was 
with difficulty they could avoid being overflocked. 
When juft ready for fea, a boat was fent on fhorc 
for the captain, who then took Blanchard and the 
men of the boat into a temporary hut that bad 
been erededj and making them kneel, offered up 
thankfgivings to that Power, who had fupportcd 
their fainting fpirits through fo many hazards 
and toils, and had at lad opened to them the door 
of deliverance. He repeated his advice to Blan- 
chard, earne(ily begging him not to forget his 
religion. 

When Lee Boo came to the watering-place^ 
there were fent with him three or four dozen oft 
very fine fruit, limilar to the £ngli(h apple, tt is 
q£ a fine crimfon colour, and oblong ibape. This 
is a very rare fruit at Pdew, though there aie 
plenty of them in thedifl^erent South Sea Ifland«» 
One of them was given to every officer, and the 
remainder kept for Lee Boo. 

About eight o'clock the captain went on board, 
attended by Abba Thulle, Lee Boo, the rupacks, 
and Blanchard. It being doubtful, as the vcffA 
was heavily laden with provifion, whether ihe 
would be able to get ovep the reef, it was refolved 
to land the two dx pounders, and leave the jolly- 
boat behind, as they had nothing wherewith to 
repair her, and (be was almotl worn out. In her 
room Abba Thulle was at great pains to procurs 
*^^hem a proper cano«. 

Captain 
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Captain Wilfoti had recommended ^r. Sharp, 
the furgeon, ta Lee Boo, as his fucalic, or friend, 
and the yoang man duck by him with the great- 
eft attention attending him to whatever part of 
the veflel he moved, as his Mentor on all occa- 
fions. Blanchard now got into his pinnace, in 
order to take the veffel in tow, and parted from 
faisold Hiip-mates with as much cocnpofore, as if 
they were to meet again after a Ihort abfence. 
He fhook hands wit> them with the fame indif- 
ierence, as if they were to fail down the Thames 
on a coaling voyage-^a ftriking contraft to what 
followed! 

The veflel now proceeded towards the reef, 
deeply laden with Abba Tiiulle*s bounty, to a 
degree of fuperfluity, and Ibrrounded by great 
BORibers of the nati^^s- in their canoes', who had 
every man brought his prefent, for their good 
ftiends the Euglces — What a luxurious fight to a 
feeling heart! — ^There was no room for them, yet 
every one exclaimed, ** only this from me, only 
this from me 5*' and, if refufed, th^ repeated their 
leqaefts with fupplicating countenances and tears 
in their eyes. Indeed their generofity and affec- 
tion were (o mrgent, that a few trifles from the 
•earefl of them were accepted; while the others, 
unable to bear the feeming negled, paddled ahead, 
•nd put their little prefents into the pinnace. 

Several canoes went before the veffel, to point 
dot the fafefl tracks and others were waiting at 
the reef, to ihcw them the deepeft water: frona 
all thefe precautions, which were dire6led by the 
king, the reef was fortunately cleared without 
any accident. 

The king now ^came along-fide, and gave Lee 

Boo his blefling, which the youth received with 

F 3 gref " 

Digitized by Google 



$4 WILSON*S VOTAGBi 

great refpeft and tendernefs. H« next c mb i a brf 
the captain, in much apparent -diflrefs, and thea 
cordiaily Ihook hands with all the ofiioers, cij* 
ing — >" You are happy becaufe youiare going 
home, and I am happy becauie you are fo ; bat 
ftill very unhappy at your going away." Once 
more renewing his affurances of regard and good 
will, he left the veflel, and went into his caooe. 
The natives who were to return with the kiogp 
looked up to the veifel eagerly, with the moft ex- 
prcflive countenances, and half difiblved in tean. 
This proof of delidate fenfibiHty, and of proved 
affection, operated fo ftrongly on the feelings of 
all aboard, that it was with much difficalty they 
fummoned refolution enough to give three cheert 
at their final departure^ Raa Kook remained, 
with a few of his attendants, to fee them out o£ 
danger beyond the reef; but was fo highly de^ 
je6ted, that the veflel had gone a great way before 
l^e thought of fiimraoning his canoes to return. 
As he had been their tirll friend, the captain 
gave him a brace of pi£lols, and a cart ouch- box 
with cartridges; and the moment of feparatioa 
being now come, he appearad fo much afleded* 
that it was fome time before he could fpeak. 
Pointing to his heart, be faid it was there he fell 
the pain of bidding them adieu. He endeavour- 
ed to converfe with Lee Boo, his nephew; bat 
being unable to proceed, be precipitately went 
into the boat, and giving them an exprellxvt 
glance, as if his mind was convulfed, he inftantly 
dropped B&&rn ; and thus terminated the connec- 
tion with the natives of Pelew, after a refidencfl 
among them from Sunday the 10th of Augufl, 
1783, to Wcdaefda/ the I2tb of November, fol- 

It 
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* It may not be unfeafonable, while the amiabld 
behaviour of thefe two refpedable cbara6ter»i 
Abba ThuMe and Raa Kook> is frefh in the recol- 
Jcdion of the reader, to make a few general ob» 
fervations on their diflcrent chara6ter8. 

Never was a prince more formed to attract and 
retain the love and admiration of his fubjcds, thao 
Abba ThuUe; his appearance majeftic, he com- 
manded with authority ; while his affability and 
cafy gccefs, rendered him almoft an objed of 
adoration to all his fubje^s. In one of his coun* 
ctls, there was as much refped paid to his naked 
unadorned perfon, as to an European potentate, 
araidft all his trappings and pagcantr>% from the 
ftirrounding fycopliants* His ntce honoor, and 
quick feeling were very difcernible on many 
occaiions j never was there a reproof more deli- 
cate, and yet more poignant, than what he gave 
the Englifli, on occafion of the late affair with 
the mulkets. He was far from one of thofc 
barmlefs nothings, who hurt nobody becaufe they 
have not a fenfe of injuries; while the warmth 
;ind fenfibility of his heart, won the love of all 
around him, his dignity of manner, and proprie- 
ty of condud, taught them to approach hira 
with refped. He pofleffed a contemplating 
mind, and few objefts came within his obferva- 
don, without being attentively confidered. The 
profperity of his fubje^s, was the principal objeft 
with him. It was this that led him to part witl^ 
his fon Lee Boo, whom he tenderly loved — for 
this he was at fo much pains in examining tvcrj 
thing about the Englilh, that might be ferviceable 
to his people-*in toe, his whole attention was 
engaged in forming and executing plans, for the 
food of th& nation and individuals. In dotpedic 
. . , ■ '' lif* 
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life he flione remarkably, and took' a particular 
charge of all his own relations; the milbeha^ 
vioar of his nephew, in an affair of fome im- 
portance, feemed to give him the greateft pain; 
while, as the hufband and parent, his heart feem- 
ed awake to every finer feeling which adorns hn- 
nianity. 

Accident only has made him acquainted with i 
few of the reil of mankind ; and that accident he 
confidered as the happiefl of his life; we may 
perhaps never hear of him again, but> judging 
from what fs already known, he may juftly be 
confidered as one of the bed of men and of 
kings. 

His brother Raa Kook was a prince of fo uni- 
verfally engaging demeanour, and whofe every 
a^ion expreffed fomething fo truly valuable, that 
Englillimen or natives equally admired him. He 
was fo much a friend to the JEnglilb, that it maj 
be fufpeded their account. of him is partial; 
therefore little Ihall here be faid, and that little 
not exaggerated. 

His natural temper was cheerful and pleafant» 
though without that mimickry and humour for 
which his brother Arra Kooker was remarkable ; 
at the fame time he was far from averfe to a good 
hearty laugh when a proper occafion offered. As 
commander in chief, he" was beloved by them 
all : he difpenfed hrs orders calmly andYmoothly, 
but would not tolerate neglect. No man better 
underftood the neceflHty of ftrid difcipline; fo 
that while heencouraged his inferiors to ufe aM 
becoming freedom with him, he kept them at 
that proper diftance> which is the true key to cheer- 
ful obedience. In principles of honour, he was 
*"■ no means inferior to his brother 5 and not only 

wifhed 
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^ISied that the Englilh fhould hold him in an ho* 
Dourable point of view, but all the nation 5 thus. 
it was, that he could not bear the leaft idea of 
pilfering among them, and if any tiling was miflT- 
jng, Raa Kook foon difcovered and puniilied the. 
delinquent. One day, a chief ropack fought a. 
cutlafs from Captain Wilfon in his hearing j the 
frown inftantly appeared, nor would he fuffer it 
to be given him. He was exceedingly delicate 
in receiving favours hirafclf ; and though, from 
his particular difpofition in enquiring after caufe* 
^nd effe6ts, many things about the Eogliih were 
highly prized by him, he was particularly at ten* 
live, that nothing ihould betray any deli re for 
* what he thought might not be proper to be given*, 
. His deportment in his family was remarkably 
plcafant, even to a degree which many in this age 
of diliipation and iloicifm might reckon lilly j 
but let it be noticed, that though the finer feel- 
ings ihone in the natives of Pelew, to a length 
znany in Britain would call effeminate— yet in 
fatigue, pain, diflrefs, and deatli, they appeared 
as heroes indeed. 

Before we proceed to mention the future for- 
tunes of ournavigators, the following obfervations, 
on the manners and cufloms of thefe amiable 
people, may not prove unacceptable. 

As the Antelope was not a vefi'el fitted out for 
difcovery/ and furnifhed with fcientiiic gentle- 
men, qu?ilified for making many philofophic ob-- 
fcrvation^, the naturalifl, or philofopher, raufl 
wait the ilfue of more particular dil'fcoveries and 
enquiries. Men didrefied with the dread of perpe-* 
l^al exile, and whofe attention was almoft wholly 
occupied abput their Adiveranqe, .were not the 
^ . perfons 
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perfons for tracing nature accurately in her ran* 
ous appearances and cfFeds. 

The Pelew I (lands, or, as fome call them, the 
Palos lilands, are fituated between 130 and 13d 
dcg. of eaft longitude from London, and between 
5 and g deg. north latitude. They are long bat 
narrow, and of a moderate height, encircled oa 
the north by a reef of coral, of which no teraiiaa' 
tion could be feen. 

They are plentifully covered with wood of va- 
rious kinds ; fuch as the cabbage tree, ebony, and 
a fpecies of the manchineel, the fap of which, 
when it touches the fkin, occalions an immediate 
fweUing and bliftering. 'This tree they confider 
as unlucky. 

But their three moil remarkable trees, Europe- 
ans are utter ftrangers to. One is a very hand- 
feme tree, and upon boring a hole in it, a thick 
fubllance like cream diflils from it. Another ii 
very like a cherry tree, in its manner of branch- 
ing. It has a very thin cover, which is not pro 
pcrly a bark, being as clofe in the texture as the 
inner wood, which is very hard. None of the 
Englilh tools could ftand to wofk it. In colour 
it is very like, though ftill prettier than maho- 
gany. The laft is like an almond tree j the na-* 
tives call it caramboUa. Betel- nuts, yams, cocoa- 
nuts, and bread-fruit, are their flaple articles of 
livelihood, about which they are principally con- 
cerned 5 and a few oranges, lemons, and the jam- 
boo apple are their delicates. They have no 
grain. The idands are in general well cultivat- 
ed, as the natives, fpare no pains. All their la- 
bour coniifts in fiihing and the cultivation of 
their grounds. Every man had his own piece of 
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^tormd fo long as be inclined to dwell there ; but 
if he left it for another^ it returned to the kktg, 
as chief proprietor, who bellowed it on the liext 
that applied for it. One thing was very difcemi- 
ble, that every man had his own canoe^ which he 
kept facred. , ' . 

It has already been mentioned, that there are 
no quadrupeds on the iiland, except rats. Birds 
of different kinds were obfcrved flying about, 
iome of them very beautiful, but the greater part 
of them ^re thofe which are known by the name 
of tropic birds. Whether from their peculiar 
kinds, or the echoing in the wood, is not eaiiljr 
determined, but the Bnglifh were ready to think 
their notes had a very peculiar melody. One, in 
particular, was uncommonly fweet 5 but though 
the found appeared quite at hand, none of thefb 
Ibngders could be feen. 

But we mud not omit to mention, that this 
Englifh have probably taught themalefTon which 
moy be of great fervice to them. The illands 
abounded with common cocks and hens, which 
the natives coniidered as a very ufelefs aniinaU 
and therefore took no pains about them, but left 
them to wander wild through the woods. At 
times they would have eaten their eggs, provided 
they were to their tafie, that is, not frefh or late- . 
ly laid } but if contaiiiing an in^erfed chicken, 
th^ were delicious. Th^ were tnow, however, 
tanght to eat the flefh of fowls, which they foon 
found to be a very palatable food. 

Few parts of the globe«re fo well fuelled with 

£(h of all kiqds^ particularly mullets, crabs, oyfler«, 

jamfcles, &c. but the flfb mod edeemed among 

thein is the {bark, tl^e greater paijt of which thegr 

- reckon delicious. Several kiujds of ihell fiih the^ 
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cat quite faw, in preference to dreflcd. Thqr 
have few frefli-water fifli, as there are no rivers oq 
the i Hands, only a few pools and fmall fprings. 
They have no fait, and have little conception of 
fa ace or feafoning to any thing they eat. Some- 
times they boil both fifli and vegetables in (alt 
water, but this was no impfovement ; but when 
they eat any thing raw, they fqueeze a little orange 
or lemon juice upon it. 

They rife early in the morning, and their firft 
work is to bathe. There are particular places 
appointed for this; and a man dares not approach 
the women*s bathing places, without previoufly 
giving a particular halloo, of which, if no notice 
is taken, he may proceed ; but if they halhoo in re- 
turn, he mull immediately retire. They break- 
'fad about eight, and proceed to public bufinefsor 
any other employment till noon, when they dine; 
they fup about fun-fet^ and very foon after retire 
to reft. 

The reader will have obferved frequent men- 
tion is made of fw^etmeats in this narrative, a 
more particular account of which may be proper. 
They had various forts. One was prepared by 
fcraping the kernel of the cocoa-nut into a pulp, 
and then mixing it up with orange juice and fwert 
drink. This fweet drink is a compofition of the 
.juice of fweet canes, which the iiland producei 
plentifully. This mixture they generally fim- 
mered over a flow fire, which when warm they 
made up into lumps. It foon turned (6 hard that 
-a knife would fcarce cut it. This the £ngliih 
^palled choak-dog, but the natives called it woolcll 
Another fort is made up^ of the fruit of the tree 
jutt mentioned, like the almond tree ; and on one 
^•ccafion they prefcnted Captaia Wilfon with foaic 
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liquid fweatmeats, which they prepare from a root 
fomewhat limilar to our turnips. 

The natives are in general flout, well made, and 
athletic. Many of them appeared to be uncom- 
monly ftrong. They are in general about the 
middle lize, and univerfally of one tinge as to 
colour, not wholly bfack, but of a very deep 
copper colour. The men have their left ear 
bored, and the women both. They wore a par- 
ticular leaf, and at times an ornament of fhell in' 
the perforated ear. Their nofes are alfo orna- 
mented, by a flower or fweet ihrub, ftuck through 
thejcartilage between the. nollrils. This cuftom 
is not peculiar to Pelew, but is found in many 
eaflem nations, and probably proceeds from their 
great defire for fweet fcentsj and though atlirft 
it appeared rather difagreeable, from want of ufe, 
it is certainly a more pleafant and becoming re- 
frelhment to the nofe, than the ufe of tobacco, ei* 
ther in fubftance or in fnufF. 

Their teeth are died black; but the Englifti 
could never learn the method by which it wag 
doner nor farther, than that it was accompli flied 
by means of fome herbs when young, and the 
operation was very painful. The tatooing tiic 
body i» alfo done in youth, diough not altogether 
in childhood. 

The only appearance of any thing like drefa 
among tbefe natives is in the female fex, who in 
general wear a piece of mat, or the hufks of 
cocoa-nuts died, about nine or ten inches deep, 
round their waift. Some of tliefe aprons ara 
Tery neatly made, and. ornamented with a kind 
of beads^ Abba ThuUe's daughter, Erre Bcfs, gave 
Henry Wilfon a prefent of a very neat one to car- 
ry to his litde fitter. 
. yoL.VL G from. 
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From the moft attentive obfervations and en* 
quiries the Engliih could make, they were aUe 
to colle^y that the inhabitants of Pelew believed 
intone Supreme Being, and a future ftate of re- 
wards and puuifhmeuts, but had few religiom 
rites or ceremonies. 

It was very clear that they had fome ftroo; 
£xed ideas of divination. When Lee Boo fet oas.\ 
to fea» he was, for feveral days, uncommooW 
iick ', and hq then told Mr. Sharp, he was foic 
his father and friends were. very forty for him, 
for they knew what he underwent. He wa* 
alfo prepoifefled with the fame notion when 
near his diifolution. 

That they underftood the fpirit exiftcd after 
death, Lee Boo declared, while he was io firi- 
lain. For when Captain Wilfon informed hiiHi 
that the intention of going to church was to F^ 
form men's lives^ and that ;they might go to hea* 
Ten ; he replied, that, at Pelew, bad men fiay <v 
earth, and good men grow very beautiful, aod 
afcend into the Iky. 

One particular mode of divination was obferf- 
ed, and coniidered to be peculiar to the kin^ as 
none but he ufed it. They have a plant, not un- 
like a bulruHi, by fplitting the leaves of which, 
and applying them to the middle toger, be 
judged of the fuccefs of any occurrence of vao- 
Hient. Before the firfi expedition to Artingal^ 
it was noticed that the anfwer was very favour- 
able f but, when about to fail on the fecond, the 
oracle did not appear altogether fo agreeable- 
Abba Thulle, therefore, would not fufier them to 
«nter their canoes, until he had twilled his leatrs 
in fuch a manner, as he thought th^ appeaitd 
more favourable. ^ 
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' Th^ general charadcr of thefe natives of Pe- 
lew is now pretty well imprinted on t-he reader's 
mind, a very few additional obfdrvations will 
fuffice. Humanity is the prominent feature in 
the pidure. The Englifh were caft upon their 
territories, in a (late the mofi helplefs that can 
well be conceived 5 twenty-feven men, without 
even common neceiTaries of life, entirely depend- 
ent on their bounty 3 fed, fupported, aflifted in 
their labours, and every thing done for them that 
was in their power. Let us only for a moment 
oonfider the hourly bounty which was poured in 
upon them, not of their ufelefs provender, but, as 
the £ngliih had many occafigns to obferve, their 
befl provifions were given to their flrangers, 
while many, perhaps, were fcanty enough at 
home. Only recoiled the parting fccne. See 
the crowding canoes holding out prefents, not 
the diftant effe&s of complaifanoe, but the warm 
effufions of philanthropy I — Could oftentation, 
pride, or the hope of retribution influence them ? 
By no means. It was kindnefs to men they never 
expeded to fee again. 

Their native politenefs was conftantly obferv- 
able; pofleding a degree of curioiity beyond any 
of the South Sea natives. They never, knowing- 
ly, intruded, when it was inconvenient. In 
them it was evident that good manners are the 
natural refult of good fenfe. 
. The attention paid by the men of Pelew to 
their wives) is very uncommon in moft parts of 
the world 5 and gives a very amiable idea of their 
domeftic lives. 

Their marriages feemed to conlift in a ferious, 

folemn coutrad, without any formal ceremony ; 

but they are ftri6Uy faithful to one another, and 
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the utmoft decency of behaviour is unifannHf. 
fupported. A plurality of wives is allowed, 
though they generally confine themfelves to two, 
a rupack three, and the king five. They name 
the children foon after they are Bom, withoot 
any ceremony. One of Abba Thulle*s wives bore 
him a fon while the Kngliih were there, wbich 
he named Captain, in honour of Captain Wilfoo. 
They are far from being naturally lafcivious, and 
the utmoft decency is preferved among them. 
One of the Engliib, endeavouring to fhew a 
marked attention to a female, was rebufied in a 
manner that prevented any farther attempts. 

They are, in general, an aAive, laborious fct 
of people, pofTelfing the greateft refolation in 
cafes of danger, patience under misfortunes, aod 
refiguation at their death. 

Except a few rupacks, there was little fobor- 
dination of rank; consequently their emplof* 
ments were pretty much the fame. Fencing 
their plantations^ planting their yams, making 
hatchets, building houfes and canoes, mending 
and preparing fiChing tackle, forming darts and 
warlike weapons, with doraeftic uteniils, and 
burning chinam, may be faid to coroprife the 
whole routine of their avocations. 

Thofe who had a particular turn for mecbaoi* 
eal operations, or any unconimon pieces of work, 
they call tacklebys; it was to them the king 
often gave particular orders to obfervc the build- 
ing of the fchooner. Idlenefs was tolerated ia 
none ; the women were as laborious as the nico, 
and the king and rupacks were as much employ- 
ed as any. Abba ThuUe was the beft maker of 
hatchets in the iiland; and generally laboured 
M them when difcngaged from affairs of fta^* 

They 
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They had no idea of unemployed 44 m^, and there* 
fore it is, that without the proper tools for finifh* 
ing -a fine piece of work, prance had taught 
them, even with thtir coarfe imploxients, to ex« 
ccute what a Britifh artift could not have con- 
ceived pradicable. Their mats, bafkets, and or- 
naments are fo curiotifly wrought, that, when 
their iiinple tools are confidered, the ingenuity is 
more to be admired than much fuperior produc- 
tions, executed under the adv^tages which Eu- 
ropean mechanics enjoy. 

That equality of ftation which appeared evi* 
dently among them, and ignorance of thofe lux- 
nries which civilization introduces, proved no in- 
con fiderablefources of their happinefs. The one 
prevented that ambition which is often fo de- 
llructive to focicty, and the other thofe cares 
which affluence awakens. In all the connexion 
which the Englifli had with them, robbeiy or 
rapine was never named among them. Nature, 
it is true, allowed therfi little, but that little they 
enjoyed with content. Human nature here ihonc 
in moft amiable colours. Men appeared ^s bre- 
thren. Uninformed, and unenlightened, they 
grafped at nothing more than competency and 
health. Linked together as in one common 
caufe, they mutually fupported each other. Cour- 
teous, affable, gentle, and humane, their little 
llate was cemented in bonds of harmony. 

Abba Thulle, the king, was the chief perfon 
in the ftate, and all the homage of royalty wa^ 
accordingly paid to his perfonv He was fupreme 
in the greater part of the illands which came 
w^ithin the obfervation of the Englifli 5 but Ar- 
ting{d), Pclclew, Emungs, and Emellc^ree, ap- 
pealed to be independent, tliough, from any thing 
*^ G3 that 

Digitized by Google 



CS Wilson's voyage. 

The reader will be apt here to trace a fimili 
tude to the feudal fyftem j bat as the knowled^ 
the Engliih acquired of thefe matters was raf 
fuperficial, nothiqg very conclufiTC can be afcer- 
iained, Thefe, and many other matters, nraftl 
be left for time to develope. All that can Uf 
faid farther at prefent is, that, whatever wi$i 
their precifc mode of government, it was woo-k 
derfully adapted for the people. 

All the iflands appeared populous, bat the nmiH 
ber is not ealily conjeftured. There were foct 
thoufand adive men in the expedition agalnit 
their enemies ; and it war evident, many mors I 
were left at home, whofe fervice was not requirei 

The method they took for building houfcs, j 
was very ingenious. They rai fed them three i 
feet from the ground, in order to prevent damp. 
This fpace they filled up with folid ftone, and 
overlaid it with thick planks as a floor. The 
walls were built of wood, very clofely interwo\'«i 
With bamboos and palm leaves, fo that no cold 
©r wet could poflibly come through. The rocA 
was pointed in the fame manner as village-houfo 
are in this country. Their windows come down 
on a level with the floor, anfwering alfo the por- 
pofe of doors ; and have a fort of mutters, w hich 
are occalionally ufed. Their fires are kindled in 
the centre of the room, for all the hoiife is in 
one room, the fire-place being funk lower than 
the floor. 

Their canoes are admirable workmanfhip. 
They are made of the trunks of large trees, in 
the fame raanneV as thofe throughout tlie South 
Seas, but with furpriling neatnefs. They orna- 
ment them with fl»ells, and paint them red. They 
are of different iizes, but the largell wHl not 
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tarry more than thirty people. The natives row 
mih great ability, inlomuch that the canoes»> 
nade on purpofe for fwift failing, fecm fcarcely 
:o touch the water, moving with a velocity al- 
tpoft inconceivable. 

Their domeftic implements are few in nam-, 
ber, and very fimple. . They are the evident pro- 
iudions of neceflity, well calculated to anfwer* 
the ends intended, without much ornament. 

Their knives are made of lliells, which they, 
fliarpen to fuch an edge as fully anfwers all com-. 
tnon purpofes. Their drinking caps are made of 
cocoa-ihells, which they polilh with great art. ^ 

Their articles for ornament were far from be-, 
ing numerous. The king had a very fine^tareen, 
fomewhat in Chape of a bird, and finely orna-* 
mented with various devices, very neatly cut out 
upon it. This he made a prefent of to Captaia 
Wilfon. It held about thirty-lix Englifh quarts. - 

The tortoifefliell they wrought iwto various lit- 
tle difhes, fpoons, trays, and other veflels. The 
fhell they have in thefe illands is of a very beau- 
tiful kind, but their manner of working it the 
Englifli could never get an opportunity of ob- 
ferving. 

The Englifh were now once more on the way 
to China ; and, having wiped away the tear of a 
friendly farewell, proceeded on their voyage with 
the cheerful hope of being reflored to all they 
held dear. 

The principal perfon that will figure in the 
few remaining pages of this narrative, is Prince 
Lee Boo, a youth of the raoft promifing qualities, 
and in whole hiftory every reader muft feel in- 
terdlcd. 

H« 
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He had thrown himfelf freely into the protec- 
tion of flrangers, deferting his native country, 
his friends, his all ; trufting to the honour of a 
handful of men, concerning whofe exiftence be 
had, but a few weeks before, been utterly igno- 
rant. 

Captain Wilfon inftni6ted him as to decency 
in his appearance, and delired he would dreis as 
they did. He did fo; but foon threw off the 
coat and jacket, as infupportably cumberfome. 
Jle ftill, however, retained the trowfers, as de- 
cency required, and would never afterwards part 
with them. - A? they began to advance into a 
colder climate, he foon refumed the coat aod 
jacket. 

His notions of delicacy, from what had bcca 
fold him, and from what he obferved among the 
Engliih, gradually increafed, fo that he woald 
not fo much as change any part of his drefs, un- 
lefs when by himfelf. He walhed himfelf fere- 
ral times a day, and kept his clothes and every 
thing about his perlbn very clean. 

Not far from the Ifland of Formofa they fell 
In with feveral Chinefe fiihing veflels and fmall 
craft, and foon after anchored near the high land 
called the Affes Ears. Having engaged a pilot 
to condud. them to Maeao, diey arrived there 
liext day. 

The Portuguefe governor paid Captain Wilfoo 
and his crew all manner of attention, and fcnt 
plenty of provifions, of all kinds, to the men oo 
board the iliip ; informing them, at the fame 
time, that peace was now rc-eflablilhed in Europe 
Captain Wilfon, Lee Boo, and the officers, 
had lodgings appointed them on fhor^, exct^ 
Mr, Benger, who took the command on board. 
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An cxprefs was immediately forwarded to the 
company's fupercargoes at Canton^ informing 
them of their arrival and fituation. 

Mr. M*Intjrre, an old acquaintance of Captain 
Wllfon's^ paid them uncommon attention, and 
in lifted on their lodging in his houfe. He had a 
Portuguefe gentleman in company with him, who 
invited them to his houfe, in their way to Mr. 
M*Intyre's, principally on Lee Boo's account, with 
whom he was greatly taken, and wiflied io intro- 
duce him into ^ family. His houfe was there- 
fore the firft into which Lee Boo entered, and his 
farprife on this occafion cannot be ealily defcrib- 
ed. The rooms, the furniture, and ornaments, 
all feverally crowded fo many newobjeds onjiia 
mind at once, that he was perfedly lofl in amaze- 
ment. It was remarkable, however, that, amidft 
all his confuflon, his behaviour was to the great- 
eft degree eafy and polite ; and as he obferved, 
that he excited the fame curioiity in others that 
they did in him, he very politely permitted thengi 
to examine his haiids, defcribed the tatooing, and 
appeared pleafed with the <ittehtion paid him. 

On their way to Mr. M*Intyre*s, Lee Boo dis- 
played his native benevolence very remarkably. 
Obferving the poor Tartar women, with theiif 
children tied to their backs, begging, he diftri- 
bated among them all the oranges and other 
things he had about him. 

When they reached Mr. M^Intyre*s it was late, 
fo that the table was covered for fupper, and the 
room elegantly illuminated. A new fcene here 
borft upon him — the whole feemed to him a 
fcene of magic. It is impoflible to particular- 
ize every thing with which he was remarkably 
£»fcinatca.- A large mirror, at the upper end of 
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the rootii, rivetted his attention for a vhile. Hft 
faw his complete perfon, and fuppofed it to be 
ibmebody behind, very like himfelH He looked, 
laughed, and looked again, not knowing what 
to think. Indeed the mirror had a {urpriling ef- 
fed on more thao Lee Boo. The Engliihmen had 
'feen every one his neighbour's face, during all 
•their dillrefs, but nobody had feen his own. The 
hollow-eyed, long-vifaged appearance they now 
made, to what they formerly recoUeded, ca ft ra- 
ther a melancholy impreflion il^n their minds. 
Next day Lee Boo fpent moftly in examining 
Mr. M^Intyre's houfe, in which he found abun- 
dance of new objeds to furprife him. The other 
gentlenaen in the mean time went about purchaf- 
ing fuch little commodities as they ftood in 
need oU and every one brought in fo'me littk 
trinket with him for Lee Boo. Among the reft 
was a firing of large glafs beads, which almotl 
*diftraded the poor prince with furprife and joy. 
- He conceived himfelf polfeffed of greater treafurcs 
4jian all the Pelew Iflands could afford ; he ran 
to Captain Wilfon, enraptured with his property, 
and begged that a fmall Chinefe vefTel might be 
hired to tranfport them to Pelew, and defired hii 
father might be informed the Englees^ had car- 
ried him to a fine country, from whence he 
Would foon fend him fome other preTents j at the 
fame time adding, that if the perfons Captain 
Wilfon fliould employ, faithfully and expeditioui* 
\y executed their truft, he would reward Ihexfl 
with two glafs beads. Happy ftate of innoccncr, 
•where the utmoft ambition can be fo eafilv fatil- 
fied ! But this plea (ing delufion can only exitt 
With an ignorance of luxury. 
\ . 

^ , While 
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While at Macao^ Ldcefioo had frequent oppor- 
tunities of feeing people of different nations, but 
foon gave a decided preference to the Englilh, 
efpecially the ladies. It has been already men- 
tioned that there are no quadrupeds at the Pelev/ 
Ulands^and that the Newfoundland dog left there 
was the firft of the fpecies they had feen. They 
called him Sailor, which name Lee Boo now ap- 
plied to every quadruped he faw. Horfes were 
his great favourites, he. called them clow fail or, 
or great iailor. He Would often go to the ftable 
and iiroke their nfiane and neick, and foon ventur- 
ed to mount them. He entreated Captain Wilfoa 
to fend a horfe to his uncle Raa Kook. 

In a few days Captain Wilfon received letters 
from Canton j the fupercargoes defiring him to 
draw for what money he needed, and ordering the 
men to be fupplied with every neceflary rn abun- 
dance. The kindnefs ihewn them on this occa- 
sion by all ranks, at Macao and Canton, all the 
officers and men fpeak of in the warmeft terms. 
Captain Wilfon and his company embarked for 
Whampoa in the Walpde, Captain Churchill, 
leaving Mr. Benger to take care of the Oroo- 
long, and difpofe of her. 

In a few days they arrived at Canton, having 
been entertained all the way by Lee Boo, whofe 
admiration at every new objed, and fen fible re- 
marks at the fame time, aHonillied all who had 
an qmortunity of convcrfing with him. He was 
greatly furprifed at the various difhes of meat 
which he faw fucceflivcljr fet before them, alleg- 
ing, that his father, though a king, was happy 
to fcrve himfelf with a few yams and cocoa-nuts; 
while here the gentlemen had a great many dif- 
ferent daintier, and fervants attending them 
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wbile they were eating. Obferving a (aflor 
drunks he faid he would oot drink fpirits, as 
they were not fit for a gentleman. 

An indance of Lee Boo's ilrong attachment to 
thofehe knew^ may be here mentioned, which vill 
./erve to point out this Uriking feature, not in bit 
chafader only, but in all the natives of Pdcv. 
One day, while fitting at a window which look- 
ed towards the fea, he obferved. a boat makij^ 
towards ihore, in which were Mr. Benger and 
Mr. M'Intyre. His joy was fo great, that hedJ^ 
not take time to tell Captiain Wilfon or any other 
in the room the caufe of his emotion, but fpring' 
ing from his feat, fie^ to the ihore in a twiok- 
}ing. Immediately on their landing, he ihook 
bands with them fo heartily, and with fuch a- 
prefiions of affedion, as fenfibly afifeded tbcoL 
They had difpofed of the fchooner for feven hofi- 
dred Spanifii dollars, which was confidered as a 
very good price. 

Lee Boo became an univerfal favourite when- 
ever he appeared. His agreeable, good-natar«J. 
pleafant behaviour, made him acceptable in every 
company. He one day very much furprilcda 
company of gentlemen with his dexterity ia 
throwing the dart. A party was formed to hate 
a trial of ikill in the fadory hall. They hiwj 
up a gauze cage, and a bird painted in the mi(i- 
dle. They fiood at a good difiance, and witb 
much difficulty hit even the cage. When Ltf 
Boo's turn came, he took up his fpear very ca^^ 
lefsly, and, with the greateft eafe ftruck the lit- 
tle bird through the head. He had one dav is 
opportunity of feeing fome blue glafs, wtoi 
greatly delighted him. It was a colour he bui 
not before fccn. The gcntlem^, in whofc hooJ^ 
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t Was, made him a prefent of two jars of the 
ame colour, which greatly delighted him. " Oh! 
^rere itpoffible/' he exclaimed, " that my friends 
tt Pclew could fee them I" 

As the time was now near at hand when the 
ompany*s fhips would fail for England, Captaii^ 
Vilfon laid before his people an account of the 
irodace from the Oroolong, and other articles 
rbich had been fold ; and giving to every one 
n equitable ihare, he addre&d the whole com* 
>any nearly as follows : *' Gentlemen, the mor 
Qcnt being now arrived, when every one may to 
dvantage follow his own inclination, I cannot 
tart with you without testifying my approbation 
i the fpirited, the judicious, and the manly con*- • 
lud you have preferved, amidft our trying diffi- 
alties 3 and he aifured, that, oi^ my arnval in 
Sogknd, I will reprefent yon to the company 
s entitled to their particular regard, and I make . 
10 doubt but they will reward your toils." 
. If mutual adverfity will reconcile the moft in- 
eterate enemies, furely the fufferings of friends 
ouft rivet a more forcible afre6lion j and every 
we now appeared to feel the weight of the rc- 
aark, for a tender concern was manifeft in every 
iountenance. The conduft of Mr. Wilfon had 
«cn fo mild and prudent, and his example fo ani- 
nating, they dill wifhed him for their command- 
tr. But it was not now a time for choice. Nc- 
:effity and reafon pointed out their cpurfe. Lee 
^ and the captain came home in the Morfe, 
ind the furgeon in the Lafcelles^ while otliers 
smbarked in different fhips. 

What has already been mentioned concerning . 
iie amiabld Lee Boo, has no dpubt intereiled 
H % every 
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every reader in bis hifloiy ; we fhaO tfaerefoR 
purfoe it to its unfortanate clofe. 
' The Morfe was coaunanded by Qaptain Hliot, 
with whom Lee Boo made hioafelf veiy happy 
His fpirit of cDquiry, concemifig Tanoos obje6s 
which he (slw, began now to be dir&ed more to 
their utility than formerly, aiid he ihewed oo 
ijnall anxiety to pick np as much knowledp asj 
poffible, with regard to fach articles as would be 
ttfefu) at Peiew.. His method of keeping his 
joomal was fingular. He had a ^og, on whicb 
he caft a knot for every remarkable objed bd 
wiihed to imprint on his memory. Thefc kaott 
he examined daily, and, by recoUe^ng the dr- 
cnmdances which occafioned their being cal^iM 
fixed the tranfadions on his memory. The of- 
ficers of the Morfe hnmourouily remarked, whca 
they faw him refhring to his hempen tablet, that 
he was reading his journal. l 

He was not forgetful of the crew of the Omo\ 
long, about whom he made frequent enqmriefJ 
Early in the voyage, he alked for a book, th«^ 
with affiance, he might learn the Englifh alpb^ 
bet, which was given him. At St. Helena, M 
was furprifed at the fight of the foldiers, andtb^ 
cannon on the fortifications ; and four mm d 
war arriving during his day there, afibrded oc* 
matter of aftooiihment. 

On being taken to fee a fchool, he appeared ii 
confcious of his own deficiency, that he bcgH 
he might learn like the boys. While here, H 
had alfo opportunities of riding on hcnrfeback, c. 
which he was very fond. He galloped with grfd 
eafc, and fat bis borfe very gracefully. 

Before the MoiTe failed from St. Helena, ^ 
Lafcelles arrived there^ fo that he had an inte^' 

Tic* 
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view with his firft friend, Mr.' Sharp. He was 
ecceedingly happy with that gentleman, for 
i^hom he had the greateft regard. 

When the Morfe approached the Britifh Chan- 
nel, the number of ihips that paffcd, confounded 
bis journal, and he was obliged to difcontinue 
[lis memorandums. But, on landing at Portf- 
nouth, the obje6ts which met his vie.w were fo 
lapendous and grand, that he was involved 
n filent aftonilhment, and ceafed to alk queftioqs. 

The captain proceeded to London, impatient 
;o fee his family, and left Lee Boo under the 
>rote6tion of his brother *, who, however, foon 
ifter {et off in a ftage-coach, with his charge. 
Defcribing his journey, he faid he had been put 
nto a little houfe, which'horfes ran away with* 
md that though he went to deep he did not ftop 
:ravclling. ^ , 

On his arrival in London, he was not a little 
tappy to meet with his mentor, his new father, 
vhom be was afraid he had lofi. Being ihewQ 
lis chamber, he could not conceive the ufe of the- 
)ed, it being a four-poft one, and of courfe dif» 
«rent from what he had feen on board. Before 
le woujd rjepofe himfelf, h^ jumped in andoritof 
t feveral t'^mes, to admire its form, and intimated 
hat here there was a houfe for every thing. It 
vas all fine country; fine ftreets, fine coach, and 
loafe upon houfe up to the iky j for the huts at 
*elew being only pne ftory, h^ con fidered, every 
ioor here as a diftio(5t houfe. 

Captain Wilfon introduced Lee Boo to fprae 
}f the Bad India Diredlors, and to mod of, his 
nends, and at the fame time Ihewed him the moft 
^onffHcuous public buildings^ but hist prudent 
loudtxQox kept.bim fron^ ftagc and other pKhifei-! 
H a tioni 
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dons, left the heat of the place might comtnom- 
cate the fmall-pox; bat the fequel will (hew 
that all his caution was vain. 

He was fent to an academy at Rotherhltlie, 
where he was very alliduoas in learning to ro§d 
and write ; and he foon became the favourite of 
all his fchoolfellows, from his gentlencft and afli- 
bility. During the hours of recels, he amufed his 
benefador s family, by mimicking fach peculiar- 
ities as he obferved in the boys at fchool. He fiud 
that when he returned to Pelew, he would keep 
an academy himfelf ; and he imagined the great 
men of his country would think him very wbc 
when he fliewed them their letters. 

He always called his patron, captain, bat he 
would addrefs Mrs. Wilfon no otherwrfe than his 
mother, although he was told to the contnoy, 
conceiving it a tender exprcffion. 

When he faw the young asking charity, he was 
highly offended, faying they ought to work j but 
the fupplication of the old and infirm met his 
natural benevolence — " Muft give poor old man ; 
old man no able to work.** 

^^ut this time he appeared to be about twcr- 
ty yjlirs of age, Snd of a middle fi2c. His ei- 
pr^vc countenance, great fenfibility, and goed 
humour, inflanily prejudiced every one in his 
favour*- His eyes were fo flrikingly cxpreffivc, 
that, though bt knew very little Englifh, his' 
meaning was eafUy underftood. 

This quicknefs of manner and reddhl^fs of a?- 

ffehenfion were afloni/hing. A yoong \^J, 

with whom he was one day in company, fat dovo 

to the harpficliord, in order to difcovcr bow :t 

'ffeacd him. To the mufic he paid little attcn- 

on^ 'but' he was gtettfy intereftH' 4a diicovrr 

c* fc '. bow 
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how the founds were produced. He at tbe fame 
time fung a fong in the Pelew %ie, but it was 
very harlh. 

He was naturally polite. One day, at dinner, 
Mrs. Wilfon defired him to help her to fome 
cherries, when Lee Boo very quickly proceeded 
to take them up with his fingers. She J)leafantly 
hinted his error^ when he immediately took up 
a fpoon, his- countenance at the fame time being 
fofFufedwith ablulh. 

Captain Wilfon, one day, happeiling to rebuke 
his fon for fome trifling negle6t, in theprefence 
of Lee Boo, the generous youth was hot happy 
till he had joined their hands, which he did with 
the tears of fenlibility ftreaming from his eyes. 

He preferred riding in a coach to every other 
conveyance, as it allowed people, he faid, aa 
opportunity of talking together. 

He was fond of going to church, becaufe he 
knew it was a religious duty, the objedand final 
end being the fame both at Pelew and. in Eng- 
land. 

He was prefent at Lunardi*s aerial afcenfion ; 
and remarked, that it was a ridiculous rnqde of 
travelling, as it could be done fo much agjRir in 
a coach. • ' 

He narrowly obfei*ved ajl plants and fruit 
trees, and faid he fhould take fome fee^p^ of each 
to Pelew. Indeed, in all his^urfoifs, he never 
loft fight of what fervice they might be in his 
own country. 

Being fhewn a miniature of Mr. Keate, to 
whom he was introduced, he immediately recog- 
nifcd the fftce ; and ^s a proof that he under- 
ftood the intention of the mimetic arts, he ob- 

f^rved, 
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ired, " that when Mifler Keate die, this Miller 
ate live." Tlie utility of portrait painting 
lid not be better defined. His own likeneSi 
i taken by a daughter of that gentleman, 
n the nxidft of Lee Boo*s innocent refearchcsv 
was taken ill of the dreaded finall-pox. Dr. 
'michael Smith immediately attended hinit 
0, in the firft ftage of the difordcr, predidcd 
fatal confcquences which enfued. He checr- 
y took the medicines that were adminiHered, 
: willingly difpenfed with the iight of Captain 
Ifon, when he was told that he never had the 
)rder, and that it was infe^ous. Ip the 
Ift of his illnefs, hearing that Mrs. Wilfon wat 
fined to her chamber, he cried — "What,mo- 
r bad ! — Lee Boo get up to fee her :" which he 
lally did. Mr. Sharp, the furgeon of the An* 
»pe, alfo attended him. 

Viewing himfelf in a glafs juft before his 
th, he turned his head away in difgufl at the 
earance of his face, which was much fwellcd 
disfigured. Getting worfe, and fenfible of 
approaching fate, he fixed his eyes attentive- 
n Mr. Sharp, and faid — " Good friend, when 
go to my country, tell my father, that Lee Boo 
:^ much drink to make the fmall-pox go awaj^ 
he die — that captain and mother very kind— 
Knglifh very good men — was much forry he 
Id not tell Abba ThuUe the great many fine 
igs the Englifli got." He then enumerated 
he prefents he had received, which he begged 
furgeon to difixibute among his frieods and 
rupacks. 

*he dying difcourfe of this child of nature fo 
^ed Tom Rofe, who attended him, that he 

could 
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could not help fobbing moft piteoufly, which Lee 
Boo obfaring, aiked — " Why Ihould he cry fo^ 
becaufe Lee Boo die ?" 

Thinking Mrs. Wilfon's illncfs arofe from his 
own> he would frequently cry oiit> flie being only 
in an adjoining chamber, " Lee Boo do wellj 
mother." 

The dreadful moment of feparation being now 
arrived, he told Mr. Sharp he was going awa^5 
and yielded his lail breath without apprehen^on, ' 
and with that native innocence and iimplkity 
which had marked his every adion. 

The family, the fervants, and thofe who knew 
Mm, could not withhold the tears of affedionate 
regard, when informed oi^be nlelanebdy e^ent. 

- The Eaft India Gompa^ oiidercd Le'e Boo ta 
be buried in Rotherhithe churchy-yard, \Xuth every 
poliible mark of refped. All who knew him, 
with the pupils at the academy, attended the fu* 
neiraL; and the concourfe was otherwife fo great, 
that it might be fuppofed his good qualities had 
been publicly proclaimed, inftead of being pri- 
vately communicated. A totnb, with this in- 
feription, was foon after ereded by the Eiik In - 
dia Company : 

To the Memory 

Of Prince Lee Boo, 

A Native of the Pelcw or PaW Iflands 5 

And fon to Abba Thulle, Rupacic or King 

Of the^Mjuid Coorooraa * j 

Who departed this Life on the 27th of December, 1 784$ 

Aged 20 Years, 

This Stone is infcribed. 

By the Honourable United Eail India Company, 

• Coorooraa is the proper name of the Iflaad, of which Pc- 
lew it the capital town. 
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ITb^l wa wigiAgu s£ Sat. Ifiaai 

Tim HTTinihtf: yom^ inaoe, vfaofe rcfidcoce 
iffinr isrBf: oniT :m^ jDODibsp oacfbraaed himitdf to 
tiic ijDx irfii crek in tverr infianocy except his 
Larr, ixiaii: lie castlciisd to mtmt after Uk iaHuoa 
ctf Vi^^ ow CRnistTT. iHs oooDtcninrr "was to ex- 
jcc&vc^ thBi it depi^bed tic httt qualities of a 
virtQoitt mind. Hi* cvss vrne lirdj and intelli* 
^ent^ and iiis wirafe maiiDer gentle and interefi- 
icr. Hf had the natural poaiteocis of a gentle- 
man, witboot tht dradnrxf of findj» or tbc ob- 
iexrancc of e&sbli&cd tonns of cercmoDy. After 
hk deiiii, it W2s fbnnd that he had laid hy all 
the ft)edi» or fiones of frcdt he had eaten after hu 
arrrral;, with a riev to plant thctn at Pelew. 

Wlien we irfied on the onhappy £ite of poor 
Lee B0O9 vith which the reader is now acqaaiot- 
ed, the mind ranges to the habitation of his ^ 
thcr Abba Thullc, vho, on a cord, had tied thirty 
knots, a« a memento that his fon woold return in 
thirty moons or, perhaps, a few more, for which 
he was willing to make allowance. Thofe moons 
have long fince performed their revolations. The 
knots are untial; and yet no gladdening (ail 
hwcr« round Pclew. Lee Boo is dead in reality ^ 
and though no more, perhaps, even in the tor- 
tured imagination of his expeding family, yet 
tho fight of an European vcflcl, even at fomc 
diiUtit period, would animate their hopes, and 

* • recal 
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recal the fondnefs of pad endearments. How it 
would have gratified the heart of feniibility to 
kaoWy that this benevolent and confiding king 
had feen his fon reftored to his embraces ; how 
will every reader lament that he probably muft 
ever remain ignorant^ that Xee £00 can returli 
00 more I 
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VOYAGE OF 

GOVERNOR PHILLIP, 

TO 

BOTANY BAY; 

yflJU A NAPBAXIVE OF THB SETTLBirENf 
or THE CO^ONIfS AT 

TOKT JACKSON jind NORFOLK .I^LJNO^ 



FOR a feries of years, thofe who had forfeited a 
right to enjoy the bleflings of fociety in their 
own country, and yet> whofe crimes did not call 
down capital pnni&iment upon them, were tianf- 
ported to the Britiih plantations in America. 
After the unfortunate contell between the colo- 
nies and the mother country, which, it is well 
known, tern?inated in the independence of the 
former, it became neceflary for Britifti convicts, 
not fentenced to die, to be employed in fome 
way that might make them fenlible of the crime* 
they had committed, and free the community 
from the dre^^of their future depredations* Ba-^ 
niihment to mB coaft of Africa was general]/ 
found to be a harflier fentence than death in 
their oWn country, and the hulks on the Thames 
were little adapted to improve the abandoned, 
Voi.lX. I ' ^ , ^ 
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or prevent a repetition of crime. Penitential^ 
houfes were foon feen to be equally inefficadooi 
to anfwer, at once, the parpofe of panifhmentaDd 
reformation; and, therefore, government pro- 
jeded the fcbeme of eUablifhing a colony of coo- 
vids on the coaft of New Holland. To this pin 
of wifdom, policy and humanity united, the Ic- 
giilature gave its fandion in the beginning of 
the year 1 787, and preparations were immediate- 
ly fet about to carry it into execution. 

Captain Arthur Phillip, of the navy, was ap- 
pointed commodore of the voyage, and governor 
of the new colony ; and it appears, that a more 
prudent choice could not have been made. TIas 
gentleman was born' in London in 1738 } and aft 
the age of lixteen began his maritime career. 
He went through the ufual routine of fenrioi 
with a{)plaufe, was at the capture of the Havaa* 
nah, and in 1761 was promoted to a lieutenaBCj 
by Admiral Sir George Pococke. 

By the fucceeding peace his fervices were re«- 
dered ufelefs to his country, he therefore engaged 
in the Portuguefe navy, in which he ferved wiA 
great reputation, till war again breaking oat be- 
tween Britain and France, he returned to figid 
for his king and country j and was foon after 
made mailer and commander. In I78I his merit 
procured him the rank of pod captain, and be 
was appointed to the Europe, of iixty-four gam, 
towards the clofe of that year. In 1783 fe 
failed with a reinforcement to the Eaft Indki, 
where he remained till the coiKcluJQon of tbt 
war. 

Prudent and adive, a perfed mafter of his pro- 
fefllion, and eftimable as a man and an officer. 
thofe qualiUes could uot £siil to recommend bim 

10 
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to tbe attention of his fuperiors, and to point him . 
out as a proper perfon to condud an enterprife 
of no ordinary difficulty. 

The fleet began to rendezvous about tbe mid- 
dle of March 1787. It conlifled of the Sirius 
frigate, Captain John Hunter ) the Supply^ arm- 
ed tender. Lieutenant H. L. Ball} the Golden 
Grove, Fiih burn,. and Borrowdale, ftore fliipsj 
and the Scarborough, Lady Penrhyti, Friendihip, 
Charlotte, Prince of Wales, and Alexander, tranf- 
ports. 

As this was a i^yage of uncommon length, 
and its obje^ was not of a temporary nature, a 
confiderable time was neceifary to equip and 
provide the fhips, and to make fuch arrange- 
ments as might prevent mifcarriage or avoidable 
danger. Befides the ufual complement of failor^ 
a party of two hundred and twelve marines, in* 
eluding officers, were diHributed in the different 
fhips to keep the convidts in awe; and thefe 
marines had twenty-eight wives and feventeeh 
children allowed to accompany them. The whole 
Dumber of convids amounted ,to eight hundred 
and twenty-eight, of whom five hundred and fifty- 
eight were males. 

Governor Phillip having hoided his flag on 
board the Sirius, as commodore, gave the fig^al 
to weigh on the 1 3th of May 1787, and was ac- 
companied to fome diflance by the Hyaena fri- 
gate, to carry back difpatches, if neceflary. 

The wind having wafted them along at a 
great rate, on the 20th the Hyaena returned, and 
brought intelligence, that the convidts in the 
6carl)orough/had formed a plan for getting pof- 
feffion of that ihip, which the officers had timely 
it\fi6Lcd and prevented. Thi? was the only at- 
1 2 tempt 
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tempt of the kind made during the voyage* 
when tliefc vi^ims to juftice found themfelves at 
a diftance from their native ihores, it is probable^ 
they gave up all thoughts of liberty, and jielded 
to their fate. 

During their pafTage to Santa Cruz, wiierc the 
fleet anchored on the 3d of June, they had gene- 
rally favourable gales, and experienced no difafier 
defervitog mention. The chief objeft that indoo 
cd Governor Phillip to touch at Teneriffe, was to 
procure a frefh fupply of water and vegetablei. 
Here the crew and convifts were indulged with 
every article of food that could tend to'promote 
health and remove difeafe; and the judidous 
and humane plans of Captain Cook were am« 
formly obfen ed during the voyage, and, in geoe- 
pal, with the beft cffefts. It cannot, indeed, be 
faid, nor was it reafonabl^ to be expeded» that 
the mortality was fo fmall, in proportion to the 
hOmbers, as under that able navigator. Num- 
bers of the convi^s were advanced in years, and 
their conftitutions had been'previoufly broken bf 
their diifipated habits, or the long confinement oif 
a prifon. 

They fpent a week at this place, and during 
tlieir ftay, the Grovernor of the Canaries paid the 
mod polite attention to the Englifh officers, and 
exerted himfelf to render their vifit agreeable, 

Thef6 iflands were certainly known, in fonae 
degree, to the ancients, who dignified them with 
the title of Fortunate -^ and invented many fablei 
refpedting them, which had little foundation in 
truth or nature. But the moderns are not wholly 
free from the fame imputation. For a long time, 
the I He of Ferro was celebrated for producing i 
-niraculous tree, round which mifts were faid 

perpetuallj 
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perpetually to hover, and, diftilHng into rain, 
lupplied'tbe whole ifland with water. This fic- 
tion, it is almoft needlefs to fay, can only be 
equalled by the accounts with which the public 
have been amufed, reipeding the poifon tree of 
Java. The Canaries, indeed, produce no won- 
ders but what are common to volcanic countries. 
The Peak of Teneriffe, one of the greateft natu- 
ral curiofities, has had no eruption, of any confe- 
quence, for near a century 5 nor, with all its 
boaded height, is it equal to Mount Blanc in 
Switzerland*. 

Finding vegetables lefs plentiful here than 
they expeded, they weighed anchor on the 10th 
of June, with an intention of making a fliprtllay 
ftt Port Praya j and in eight days they came in 
fight of the Cape Verdlflands, when the fleet fteer- 
cd for St. Jago. Unfavourable winds, however, 
rendered it likely to prevent their getting into the 
harbour; and that no time might be loft, the 
governor altered his plan, and proceeded diredly 
to Rio de Janeiro. This wasafenfibledifappoint- 
ment to many on board, who were naturally 
defiii'ous of embracing every opportunity of en- 
joying the refrelhments of the fhore. , But influ- 
enced by expedience alone and a regard to his 
duty, he determined not to lofe time, which, in 
every point of view, was an important confidera- 
tion. 

They had already fufFered fome inconvenience 
from heat, attended by heavy rains \ but before 
they reached the equator^ contrary to what might 

\ 
♦ The elevation of Mount Blanc above the level of the fea 
is calculated at fifteen thoufand fix hundred and fevcnty-threc 
leetytbat of Teneriffe at twelve thoufand one hundred and fifty. 

1 3 rcafonablv 
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reafonably have been looked for, the tcmperatUT^ 
became more moderate, and the crews happily 
continued in tolerable health. 

On the whole, the weather was moft propif loos, 
and they made luch progress that, on the 5th of 
Augufl, they came to an anchor off the Harbour 
of Rfo de Janeiro. This city, otherwife called 
St. Sebaflian, is (ituated on the weft iide of a 
bay, fomewhat lefs than a degree from the tropic 
of Capricorn. It has long been conlidered as 
the capital of the Braiils, and is the refidence of 
the viceroy. The diamond mines in the vicinitj 
have procured it this diftindion; and its port 
muft be allowed to be one of the fineft in the 
world. It is well fortified, and furnillies a moft 
eligible and fafe' ftation for Ihips. The poit 
dues are pretty high j but thefe are never exad^ 
cd for king's (hips, and as Governor Phillip al- 
leged, that the tranfports were laden with royal 
ftores, the whole fleet efcaped this cuftomary 
payment. 

Don Lewis de Varconcellos was viceroy. He 
belonged to one of the nobleft families in Portu- 
gal, and was not quite unknown to GovernojF 
Phillip, who had been forae years in the fervico 
of that nation. The reception he gave the Eng- 
lilh was the moft polite and flattering imagin- 
able, nor was it tindared with that jealous cao- 
tion, which lome other voyagers feemed to have 
had great caufe to complain of, when they touch- 
ed at the fame place. 

As foon as the viceroy was informed of the 
nature of Governor Phillip's commiffion, he gave 
orders that militaiy honours fljould be paid bim} 
and the oflicers, in general, were indulged with 
permiflion to vifit ail parts of the city, and even 
* to 
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to rfiake excaHions into the country, without tfic 
prying vigilance of guards, 

Provifions^ of every kind are fo exccllively 
cheap here, that the men were liberally vidual- 
]ed at lefs than four pence a head per day, in- 
cluding meat, rice, vegetables, and firing. Wine 
was not plentiful at that feafon 5 but a confider- 
able quantity of rum was laid in 3 and fach feeds 
and plants were procured as appeared adapted to 
the climate of New South Wales. And left 
bread fhould become fcarce, one hundred facks 
of caflada were purchafed as a fubfiitute. This 
root is very generally ufed for bread in the tro- 
pical climates, and proves wholefdme and nu- 
tritious. Nevcrthelefs, in its crude ftate, ^t is 
highly poifonous J but by walhing, preffure, and 
evaporation, becomes not only innocent but falu- 
brious,, The art of man triun^phs over nature in 
many inftances, as well as this. 

At almoft every corner of the ftreets, in this 
city, are images, to which an external devotion, 
at lead,, is paid by eVery catholic paflenger. 
Sometimes the votaries offer up their prayers 
aloud, and the air refounds with the notes of 
hymns. But notwithftanding this appearance of 
fan6tity, the morals of* the people do not poflefs 
correfponding purity ; fo much eafier is it to per- 
form outward rites, than to acquire internal prin- 
ciples of religion. The grcateft devotees are 
commonly the moft abandoned ; .and the catho- 
lic profeliion, in particular, is fo obfcurcd by idle 
ceremonies, that an attention to them naturally 
draws off the mind from eflentials. 

Though no time was loft iii expedrting the 
Ueceffary bUfiti'efs, 'a month clapfecl before they 
were ready for ^Hng. At -length, on the 4th 
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of September they weighed anchor, and paAng 
the fort at the mouth of the harbour, interchan^ 
ed a falute of twenty-one guns. 

Having once more fet forward on their deflined 
voyage, they were favoured with fuch propitioof 
weatlier, that their progrefs to the Cape of Good 
Hope was unprodudive of any events worthy of 
being recorded. A profperous voyage, like a 
peaceful life, though moil delightful to the par- 
ties concerned, is lead favourable for the purpofet 
of narration. It is the ftorm of the elements, or 
the confii6t of paffions, that fumilhes difplayi 
to rivet the attention. This long run, of about 
four thoufand miles, was performed in thirtj- 
nine days. 

It was the 13th of Odober, when they arrived 
in Table Bay at the Cape. Here they took in 
their final refrefliments, and fupplied themfelvcs 
with fuch neceifaries as were to be procured. 
Table Bay is a very unfafe llation, particularly 
in the winter months ; and at that feafon of the 
year, Falfe Bay, on the fouth-eaft fide of the Cape, 
is generally preferred, as being more lecure. 

Our voyagers found provifions in lefs abun* 
dance at the Cape than they had reafon to expe^ 
and at cotifiderably higher prices. Board and 
lodging, in private houfes, cod the officers about 
nine Ihiliings ^ day, and every thing was propor- 
tionably high. But, it is probable, the neceitity 
foreign (hips are known to be under of touch- 
ing here, teaches the natives extortion. Moft 
people are inclined to improve the advantages of 
their lituation, when they are fenfible there is no 
alternative but to fubmit to their demands. 

In the fpace of a month no lefs than five hun- 
dred animals^ of different kinds, were procured 

and 
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fen.d put on board the Ihips, and an equal ftt>ck of 
other neceffaries was laid in 5 but at a high 
price. The country indeed had previouily fuffer- 
M.from a dearth, and this naturally increafed the 
iiifficulty of obtaining an adequate fiipply at any 
price. The governor of the Cape paid them the 
moft refpedful attention, and entertained the 
officers at his table. 

On the 12th of November, they again fet fail, 
but owing to contrary winds, they fopnd them- 
felves no farther advanced than eighty leagues on 
the 25th of that month. At this time Governor 
Phillip went on board the Supply, in hopes of 
reaching Botany Bay before the reft of the fleet 
arrived, and of gaining time to explore the coun- 
try, that a debarkation might take place without 
delay. Major Rofs, the commandant of marines, 
went on board the Scarborough, and with that 
ihip, the Alexander and Friendfhip, reputed the 
beft failers, had orders to proceed, and to leave the 
reft of the convoy under the condud of Captain 
Hunter. 

From the date of this arrangement, to the 
3d of January, 1788, the weather was as favour- 
able as could be willied, and the winds wafted 
them on with little impediment. The Supply, 
however, turned out but an indifilerent failer to 
what had been expeded; neverthelefs, ilie per- 
formed this voyage of feven thoufand niiles in 
fifty-one days. 

The governor having landed at Botany Bay, on 
the 18th, after experiencing fome contrary wi^ds 
on the coafi, an interview witli the natives took 
place. They were all armed; but feeing Go- 
vernor Phillip approach alone, and without wea-* 
poQ^, making fign» of friendfliip, they returned 
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his confidence, by laying down their arms. Theit 
people were perfedly naked ; but appeared fond 
of ornaments, and were pleafed to wear whatever 
was given them. Amity was foon edabliibed, 
which happy effed was owing to the perfooal 
addrefs of the governor. His orders, indeed, en- 
joined the utmofl attention to conciliate the af- 
fedion of the natives; and his own humane coo- 
dud rendered it delightful for him to obfcrre 
them. 

He now proceeded to examine the bay; but it 
was found in every refped lefs eligible than had 
been reprefented, both in itfelf, and in the fur- 
rounding country, which was low and fwaropy. 
' He then reconnoitred Point Sutherland ; but to 
this part of the harbour fliips could notapproacby 
jnor was the foil more tempting than before. 

While engaged in this neceflary buiinefs, the 
whole fieet arrived. The Supply had not fo 
much outi'ailed the other (hips, as to give the 
governor the time he expeded. The la ft divifioo 
arrived only two days later than himfelf. 

Finding Botany Bay unfit for the intended fet- 
tlement, he refolved to examine Port Jack Tod, 
which lay to the north, about three leagues dif- 
tant: and here all difficulties were found to be 
at an end. The port was deep and fecure, and 
after exploring the different coves, he fixed oa 
one which had the fineft fpring of water, and ia 
which (hips could anchor clofe to the (bore. This 
the governor named Sydney Cove, in honour of 
the noble lord of that title, who was then in ad- 
mi niftration. 

Soon after the boats arrived at Port Jackfoo, 
another party of the natives made their appear- 
ance. They were armed with lances, and at firft 
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jhewed an hoftile difpofitlon; but by gentle 
stxeans were prevailed on to lay a fide their lulpi- 
cions, and to accept Ibme prefents. A perfon 
who appeared to be a chief among them, ihewed 
very fingular marks of confidence in the ftrangers, 
tod at the fame time ipuch refolution. He fin- 
gly attended the governor, went to a part of the 
beach where the men were boiling their meat, 
examined the contents of tl^e pot, and feeing him- 
ielf feparated from his friends, advanced to a party 
of marines, and by his gefiures feemed to threaten 
revenge, if any advantage ihould be taken of his 
expofed fit nation. It is probable he might profit 
by what he fawj and as the natives of this coaft 
have no other mode of drcfling their food than 
by broiling, a new plan of cookery could not be 
a ihiall acquifition to them. 

As they kindle fires with much labour, when 
once lighted they generally keep them burning, 
or at leail never extinguiih 'them; but convey 
them from place to place even in their canoes. 

In examining a different part of the harbour, 
they fell in with about twenty of the natives^ 
who, fearlefs and unarmed, approached to view 
the boats. Pleafed with their confidence, the 
governor called the fpot Manly Cove, in teftimo- 
ny of the manly behaviour they ihewed. Thefe 
people afterwards joined the Englifh at dinner. 
One of them had a kind of white clay rubbed 
over the upper part of his face, as a mark of dif- 
tindion not unufual amongft them. A woman 
had been feen on the rocks thus ornamented, who 
made a mod difguiling appearance; but in the 
eyes of her countrymen, ihe probably had fuperior 
attradions, 

^ Having 
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Having fufficiently explored Port Jack£oo,9pii 
found it replete with conveodeoces, the governor 
was determined to hefitate no longer, and imme- 
diately ilTued his orders for the whole fleet to 
proceed to this place. 

That Botany Bay ihould }Sb fo highly extolled 
by Captaii^ Cook, may eafily be accounted for. 
He Imd no views of a permanent ftay, and did 
not fcrutinize its advantages. The land has cer- 
tainly a pidurefque effed, and the ample harveft 
of botanical curiofities it furnifhed, might eotltle 
it to the commendation of the fcientificj bat 
fometbing more than beauty of appearance and 
philolbphical riches were to be regarded, in a 
place where numbers were to be efkbli(hed, and 
a lafting fettlement formed, 

Juft as preparations were making for a general 
lemaval to the intended ilation, two French fliips 
appeared, and fpread confternation through the 
whole fleet. Accident, it was fuppofed by many, 
could not bring about fuch an event; and conjec- 
ture as to a motive was loft in uncertainty. 
While imagination was thus bufy in painting idle 
fears, or forming ufelefs fchcraes, the governor 
fortunately recolleded, that the French were en- 
gaged in a voyage of difcovery, and concluded 
that thcfe two.fhips had been on that bufineis. 
Bat the wind and currents preventing the French 
from approaching the harbour, and even driving 
them otF the coall, he did not delay proceeding to 
Port Jackfon on their account. 

Scarcely, however, was the Supply, which led 
the fquadron, out of fight, when the Grangers 
again made their appearance off the mouth of the 
harbour, when a boat was difpatched with offersxif 
aav a:fillancc or infonnition in the power of the 

ilngHih 
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Englifli to give. The governor's opinion was 
tiow verified, it was found tliat thefe vefl^ls were 
the BoulTole and the Aflrolabe> undeir the com- 
mand of M. de la Pcyronfe: ^ 

On the 26th of January, all the tranfports and 
dore fhips finally evacuated 'Botany Bay, and in 
1 Ihort time aflembled ia fafety at Port Jackfori, 
The French Ihips had anchored in the former, 
before the departure of the Sirius^ and Peyroufe 
bad exprefled his wiih, that letters might be for- 
jvarded to Euroi)e through the medium of the 
Engli(b. Governor Phillip being apprized of 
this, readily accepted the intended charge, with 
aflurances of pun6tual delivery. 

M. Pcyroufe having failed from France, in Junfj 
1785, touched firfl at St. Catharine on the coaft of 
Brafil, and entered the Pacific Ocean by Cape 
Horn. Coaftihg along Chili and California, he 
ifterwards vifited Eafter Ifland, Nootka Sound, 
Ramtfchatlca, the Sandwich and Friendly Illands. 
In this tedious voyage he had loft none of his 
men by iicknefs j but the crew of two boats had 
unfortunately periftied in the furf on the north- 
weft coaft of America > and at Mafuna, one of the 
Ifles de Navigateurs, where they had touched, 
M. TAngle, captain of the Aftrolabe had been cut 
off by treachery. That unfortunate officer had 
gone ailiore with the long-boats, on a watering 
expedition, accompanied A)y forty men. The na- 
tives had hitherto ftiewn the moft marjced civility 
and good will; and no change of difpofition, or 
caafe for it being known, the French trufting to 
the unbroken ftatc of amity, had fuffered the 
boats to lie aground. This want of precaution,^ 
It is probable, tempted the natives to attack the 
party, which they did in prodigious numbers, 
V Vol. IX. K. throwing 
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throwing vollies of flones with great force aal 
preciiion of direction. M. TAnglc and tweirecf 
bis men fell a facrifice to their hirj, and the led 
with difficulty efcaped in their fmall boats. 

The (hips being under fail, and out of fight U 
this melancholy cataftrophe, received the fiit 
tidings of th^ afiray from thofe who efcaped ; aad 
it was too late to attempt rpvenge. The fate of 
De TAngle, added to other recorded inftances d 
the fudden and fanguinary.refentment8 of favagei, 
gives a leffon of prudent caution to all navigaton: 
tor though policy and humanity recommend the 
pra6Hce of mild forbearance, and the ftudy of 
conciliating the affedions of the natives, pnKknce 
requires that defenfive plans fhould not be ne^- 
leded, and that a certain degree of awe fhould be 
kept up*. 

The debarkation being completed at Sydney 
Cove, the ground was immediately cleared for in 
encampment, and llore houfes and other tempo* 
rary buildings were begun. The labour attend- 
ing this was not fmall : the whole ooafl is co- 
vered with wood, and though on this fpot the 
trees were lefs thick, and not much encumbered 
with underwood, yet their magnitude was fnch, 
as to render the felling, and removal of them af- 
terwards, a very arduous talk, had the convidi 
been more adive workmen than tbey really were. 

In the evening of the 26th, the Britifh coloon 
were difplayed on fliore, under which the king's 
health was drank, and other appropriate toafii, 
with much glee. The bullle of bufinefs facceed* 

• The ifluc of this voyage is ftill nnknown. M. de U Pty 
roufe never returoed^ nor have aoy traces of hiE hxc bcto £^ 
"ovcrcd, 
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ed, and tUl the end of the firft week in February, 
all was a fcene of hurry and exertion. 

The materials and frame work, of a temporary 
refidence for the governor, had been brought from 
England; and this was fpeedily ereded. Hofpi* 
tal tents were alfo fittea up, with all the fpeed 
that the exigency of circumftances began to de- 
mand. During the paffage from the Cape, the 
fleet had been tolerably healthy ; but foon after 
landing, the dyfentry prevailed, and the fcurvy 
broke out with its moft virulent fyroptoms. In 
the former complaint, the red gum, which is 
abundantly produced on the coaft^ was found very 
efficacious. ^ 

The tree which yields this valuable gum, is of 
coniiderable fize, and grows to d great height 
without branches. The gum is perfe6tly folublc, 
in water, and is drawn from the tree by incifion, 
or taken out of the veins of the wood when diy. 
The leaves fomewhat refemblc thofe of a willow ; 
the wood is heavy and fine-grained, but fo fatu- 
rated with the gum which runs through its numr 
berlefs channels, that it is applicable to few pur* 
pofes, particularly when green. 

A yellow gum, or rather re(in,is alfo found here, 
the produce of a low fmall tree, with a kind of 
gramineous leaves. From the centre of thefe 
leaves, the frudification proceeds on a iingle Aem, 
in a very lingular manner, to the heigiit of twelve 
or fourteen feet. Of this Hem, which is ilrong 
and light, the natives form their fpears, and fre^- 
quehtly point them with bone. The refin is moft 
commonly dug out of the foil at the root of the 
tree, and feems to be what Tafman calls the gum 
lap pf the earth. 

IC ? February 
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. February commenced with a vlcAent fiormof 
tUunder and rain, during which the lightnioj 
ftruck and Ihivered a tree, under which was i 
ilieep pen, and five oftbefe animals were defbror* 
ed by its efFeds. 

It may be proper to obferve, that Port Jackfia 
was not vifited by Captain Cook, but only fcca 
at a diHance, pr it is probable he would have doo; 
judice to fuch a noble harbour, which> io the op- 
nion of Governor Phillip, is fuperior to any in tk 
known world for extent and fecurity. The co- 
trance is only about two miles acrois 5 but it fooc 
{preads into a noble and capacious bafon, witi 
foundings fufficient for the largcft vefiels. It 
"Contains not lefs than one hundred fmall cores, 
formed by projedions of the land, which afford 
ihelter from all winds. Sydney Cove lies on the 
^uth fide, about fin miles from the entrance. 
Trees cover even the moll rocky fpots. The Ibil 
is of various qualities, confiding of woodland, 
heathy and fwamps; but in general the coontij^ 
one continued forefi. . 

Some parts of the fhores of this noble harbocr 
prefenteda promifingfoil for cultivation; but in- 
tfentfolelyon providing the befland carlieftaccoai- 
modations for the colonifts, the governor ufcdali 
poffible expedition in fixing the fettlemeot attic 
head of Sydney Cove^ where landing the ftofc* 
was eafy, and carriage unneceflary. 

fiy aifiduous application, they had made fuch 
progrefs, that by the 7th of February, a fpot beiag 
prcvioully-cleared, and the whole colony aflcift* 
bled, the governor began to aflume his powcfs. 
To give all due folemnity to the proceedings, the 
military were drawn up under arms; the coovicb 
flationed apart, and the principal officers for- 
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rounded the governor. The royal commiflion was 
then read by Mr. Collins, the judge advocate, by 
which Arthur Phillip was conftituted Captain 
General and Governor in Chief of the territory of 
New South Wales, from lat. 10 deg. 37 min. 
fouth, to 43 deg. 39 min. along the coaft, and of 
all the interior country as far as 135 degrees of 
eafi longitude from Greenwich, including the ad- 
jacent iSands in the Pacific, within the above la- 
titudes. 

The a6t of parliament eftablifhihg the courts of 
judicature, were next readjand laftly, the patents 
under the great feal, empowering the perfons 
named to a6t, whenever it Ihould be found requi- 
iite. Major Rofs of the marines was appointed 
Lieutenant Governor ; and a triple difcharge of 
muiketry concluded this preliminary ceremony. 

The governor then advanced, and addrefling 
the military, thanked them for their commendable 
condu6t hitherto ; and then turning to the con- 
vi6b, explained to them the nature of their pre- 
fent lituation and future profpe6ts» He repre- 
sented, that by the lenity of the laws, thair lives 
had been preferved, and that on their fubfequent 
behaviour it would depend, to gain a re-eftablilh- 
ment of the rights and advantages of civil fociety. 
To proper condu6t and commendable exertion, he 
told them they had every inducement; and on 
the contrary, ihould they milbehave, their crimes 
in fuch a fmall community could not efcape detec- 
tion, nor puniihment. AH that mercy could do 
for them had already been experienced, andagainft 
future offences the laws would be enforced with 
rigour. But while his duty obliged him to hold 
out the rigours of punifliment^iit would be his hap- 
piucls to grant every encouragement to the me- 
ii 3 ritorious. 
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ritorious, proportioned to their deferts. As a bar 
againU profligacy of raanners, he ftrongly recooft- 
mended matrimony, and promifed every coante- 
iiance to fuch as ihould enter into that ftate, and 
Ihew their promptitude to conform to the lawi ot 
morality and religion. He concluded with cx- 
preffing his earneft defire, to promote the happi- 
nefs of the colony over which he was placed, and 
to render the fettlement honourable and ufcful to 
his country. 

This harangue was received with univcrlal ap- 
plaufej and it was foon fcen, that it was bo* 
wholly loft 5 for in a few days fourteen marriaga 
took place among the convids. 

The company being difperfed, the governor 
proceeded to review the troops, after which be 
gave a dinner to theofficers; and the firftcreiuDg 
of his entry upon the offices of his govemmcnt, 
was fpent in innocent feftivlty, amidft reiterated 
wifties for its profperity. 

A6tive, intelligent, and perfevering, withfir©- 
nefs to make his authority refpedted, and rail*- 
nefs to render it pleating, no perfon feemed bettff 
adapted than Governor Phillip for the ardaois 
office he had undertaken. As much depended oo 
being at peace with the natives, it was his deter- 
mination to avoid difputes, if poflible, and to con- 
ciliate their good will. But the fequel will ihrVi 
that all his exertions in this refped could wen \ 
effect the end propofed. 

While M. de la Peyroufc remained in Botany 
Bay, he was unfortunately obliged to have it- 
courfe to firearms againd the natives; «nd this 
affair, joined to the fubfequent ill condud of fofflf 
of the convias, produced a ihynefs which it wjs 
found difficult to retnovc. Pwbaps, toaauaiilk 
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\he aborigines fufFered, might be added their inr 
dignant feelings at feeing their fhojes ufurped by 
ftrangcrs, who deprived them of fome of their beft 
fiifhing places. Such circumiiances could not be 
ple^ling: even the moft unenlightened have fomp 
ideas of natural and original rights^ which thej 
either relu^antly part with, or ftrenuoufly defend* 

As February advanced, the rains began to fall 
with greater violence, and the neceffity for pro- 
curing ihelte- became the more urgent. To the 
carpenters, all the convids of this profeflion were 
added, and one hundred more of them as labourers, 
to expedite their temporary buildings. Yet it 
was fome months before they wei:e finiOied, or 
the governor could leave his firft houfe, which 
was neither impervious to the winds nor rains. • 

Captain Cook having difcovered an iiland, ia 
lat. 29 deg. fouth, longitude 168 deg. .10 min, 
caft, which he named Norfolk Ifland, and fpoke 
of in terms of high commendation, a party wa< 
fent out in the Supply, about the middle of Fe- 
bruary, to fettle there. To be fuperintendent of 
this fubordinate colony, the governor appointed 
Lieutenant Philip Gidley King,^of the Sirius, an 
officer of apf)roved merit and fidelity. As thd 
iiland was uninhabited, this gentleman had only 
fix nwrines under a fubaltern officer, a midihijJ- 
man, a furgeon, two men who underftood the 
cultivation and drefling of flax, nine male, and 
fix female convi^s. Due regulations w^re efta- 
bUihed for the condu6t of this enterprifej arid 
every precaution was taken, to render this fmall 
colony at once fafe and happy. 

The governor had not been long cftabliilied at 
Bydney Cove, before he found, that many indivi- 
i^ uodcr bis care were lii loit to all fenfe of 
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-right and wrong, and fo regardlcfs even ofHfc 
itfeif, that they could not be reflrained from of- 
fences agSirift their countrymen, or kept from ei- 
pofing themfelves to the favages. Milder meim 
having been tried, and proved to be ine^e^ual, a 
criminal court was convened, in which fix of the 
con V ids were condemned to die. One of the 
mod daring was executed the fame day^ another 
was pardoned, and the remainder were baniih^ 
to a fmall ifland within the bay, where they were 
fubfifted on bread and water. Theie people hat 
been corwided of frequently robbing the ftore<, 
though they had a liberal allowance of provifioo*; 
but it feeraed as if habit had confirmed the nccff- 
Ifity of their following their former nefarious prac- 
tices, without the leaft temptation or excule. 

On the 2d of March, the governor fct out ic 
the long-boat and cutter, to examine the coait. 
He proceeded fir ft to Broken Bay, about right 
miles to the northward of Port Jackfon. Here 
he fell in with a few of the natives, who appeared 
friendly J and paffing a bar, failed up an extcn- 
five branch of water, which ended in a large la- 
goon. The land in the upper part of this brandi 
was low and fwampy. 

Crolfing the bay, he failed up the fouth-wefi 
branch, which he alfo found very ex ten five, 
and fufficiently deep for fhips of any burthen; 
but the inceffant rains prevented him from uk- 
ing an accurate furvey. The land here poi- 
felfcs more elevation than at Port Jackfon, and 15 
well wooded. Large trees appeared on the vciy 
fummits of the mountains, inacceliible by man. 
A third branch preftnred a very fine piece d 
water, which the governor named Pitt Water, io 
Nonour of the premier. This was found deep and 
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imry cxtenfive. Some iituations in the vicinity 
appeared well adapted for agriculture. 

i)uring this cxcurfion, feveral interviews witli 
the natives took place. At one place they were 
viiitcd by a fevj women, in company wiUi thft 
men. One of thefe females w^s remarkably 
cheerful and tall^tive, which is not ufual, at 
leaft in the prefence of their countrymen, of 
Y^hom tiiey ftand in great awe, and from whom 
they experience little indulgence.' Frequently^ 
have the vv^omen been feen labouring in the ca^ 
noes, encumbered with infants at the breaft. 

On another occafion, as the governor and hig 
company were drawing the feine, a number of 
the natives again joined them j when it was fof> 
the lirft time obferved, that the women in gene- 
ral had loft two joints of the left hand little fin- 
ger. What could occaiion fuch a fingular ampu- 
tation they could not fatisfa6torily learn : for it 
was'found in young girls about five or fix years 
of age 5 and fome who were far advanced in life' 
had this finger entire. It therefore canqot be a 
diftinguilhing mark of puberty or marriage j neir 
ther is it univerfal, though wholly confined to 
females*^. 

A. remarkable peculiarity, however, attends 
the men, for, though their fingers are entire, mo^ 
of them want the right front tooth of the upper 
jaw. Governor Phillip refembling them in this 
rcifpe£b, pointed out the agreement, which occa^ 

• A traveller of credit informs us, that a tribe of Hotten- 
tots, n^ar Orange River, have all loft the firft joint of the 
Uctle finger j but among thcnl a r^afon for this is given, that 
it is a cure for a particular diforder to which they are fubjed. 
It would be a fingular coincidence, to find that the natives of 
Kcw Holland ufe this amputation on the fame account. , 
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£oned a general clamour ; and it is probable b« 
derived feme confcquence, in their eyes, from 
this correfponding defed. The cartilage of dicir 
noftrils is alfo perforated^ as defcribed by Cap- 
tain Cook, and through this they thruft a long 
bone or Hick, by way of ornament, which the 
failors ludicroully call their fprit-fail yard. Seme 
of the old men, however, had neither this orca- 
ment, nor wanted a tooth 5 fo that thefe may be 
the marks of diftindions. Where clothes «t 
not worn, the body mufl bear the badges of dig- 
nity. 

Several of thefe people had their Ikin railed 
into fmall velicles, appearing full of wind} ani 
their bodies were artificially fcarred in variou 
parts. Even the head is fometimes marked witk 
thefe difgufting fears, and one perfon feemed 10 
take a particular pride in Ihewing his acquired 
deformities, as if they entitled him to honour. 

The females had a, degree of timidity about 
them, which kept thein generally at a diflanccj 
not that they appeared to feel any impropriety ifl 
being in a l>ate of nature, but probably ixomtbc 
natural refen^e of the fex, or the fear of offend- 
ing the men, by whom they were evidently kq>t 
in great fubordi nation. 

The natives were observed to fifh with hook* 
made of the internal furface of a Ihcll, rcfcni- 
bling mother of pearl, and they are not deficicci 
in dexterity in this art, from which they deri« 
their principal fubfiftcnce. 

Ip exploring a part of Broken Bay, the boat 
found fotpe difficulty in landing, which beins 
obferved by an old man and a youth, they ip* 
peared folicitous to render the Grangers any ai- 
iiftance^ ancL ran and fetched fome fire to warn 
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Ehem. As it rained hard, the old man beckoned 
two of the officers to a cave, which he entered 
^imfelf, and invited them to follow; but his mo-- 
ives being fufpeded, though probably without 
«afon, they declined his invitation. He after- 
p^rards, however, fhewed his friendly attention, 
ind in a ihort time, when the governor came to 
the fame fpot, he entertained him with a danco 
md a fong. Several prefents were made this fo- 
:iable favage, which he received with abundant 
ratisfa6^ion ; but he foou found means to deal a 
rpade, and was caught in the faft. The gover- ' 
lor, thinking it necelfary to evince his difplea- 
fure, pulhed him away in feeming anger^ and 
jointed to the fpade as the caufe. This at once 
icftroyed their harmony. The old man inftant- 
ly feized a fpear, and advancing to the governor. 
Teemed determined to, ftrikej but feeing hi^ 
threats occaiioned no alarm, he perhaps refleded 
an his temerity, and defifted from the attempt, 
ttis courage, however, was emifiently confpicu- 
JUS 5 for, when he meditated the aflault, the go- 
pernor was not alone. Indeed, from feveral oc- 
currences, the natives of this coaft do ftot appear 
deficient in natural bravery. Next day the old' 
man repeated his vifit, in company with feveral 
of his countrymen 5 but, to convince him of hia 
fault, he was little noticed, while his compani- 
ons were prefcnted with various articles, agree- 
able to them. 

Having thus gained fome partial knowledge 
of the country and inhabitants, the governor re- 
turned to the fettlement by fea, though it was 
bis intention to have proceeded by land, had 
Bot the ioceifant rains rendered this unpleafa^t. 
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On the 10th of March, M. dc la Peyroofekft 
Botany Bay. He had previoufly forwarded let- 
ters to Governor Phillip^ to be delivered to the 
French ambaffador at the Englifli court. Botk 
parties were toobufy to haye much tntercoorfe; 
but fome friendly vifits were paid the Freodi, 
who behaved with their ufual politcneiiandhoi- 
pitality. A few of the convids found means to 
prefent themfelves to the French commodore, 
and requeded admilBon into his fhips ; but inth 
a duei lenfe of honour, he rejeded their fmu 
While thefc veffela lay at Botany Bay, they ]d 
Father le Recevcur, who was engaged as natc- 
lalift on board the Aftrolabe. He had recdT- 
cd fome wounds in the unfortunate affray, ii 
which the captain of that fhip was killed, whick 
afterwards proved his death. A Hight moBc- 
mental infcription was put up to his roemocr, 
which the natives foon deftroyed 5 but Govcnior 
Phillip caufcd the fame words to be engraven <• 
copper, and affixed to a neighbouring tree. U 
feeras that M. de la Peyroufe had paid a fimilff 
tribute of refpe6t to the memory of Captain Gierke 
at the harboiu: of St. Peter and St. Paul, inKantf- 
fchatka.' It is with pleafure we record thefc io- 
Hances of generous philanthropy between riTii 
fiations. Would they were more frequent ! 

On the igtli of March, Lieutenant Ball, in tfcs 
Supply, arrived from Norfolk Ifland, wEich thi 
detachment had reached on the 29th of Fcbnian ; 
but were five days before they could find a proper 
landing place for the ftores and provifioot. Thd 
ifland being environed by rocks, it is difficti*! 
even for a man to get on fliore. However, at lait 
they found a proper llation, and the conunaoi* 
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rot wrote a very favourable account of the ap-f 
)earancc of his«ew territory. 

Norfolk Mand is about ieven leagues in cir- 
lumference, and is eyidoutly of volcanic origin. 
)f the crater there are ftitl fome traces on thfi 
bmmit of a fniall mountain, near the centre o^ 
he ifland, which obtained the name of Mount 
•itt. Its whole extent is povered with the no- 
•left pines in the worlds and the richnefs of tlie 
3i\ is almoft beyond belief. Grain and gardes 
eeds vegetated mo(l luxuriantly, except fuch as 
radbeen injured by carriage or the weevil. 

This ifland is extremely well watered, an4 
»ear Mount Pitt, a ftrong and copious ftrcai« 
akes its rife, which is capable of turning mill^. 
The climate is mod delightful and falnbrious^ 
nd the winter is fo mild, that vegetation rp- 
eives no check from it, but one crop fucceedi 
mother. Verdure is perpetual ; but not a blade 
f grafs was to be (een. The animals, however, 
hrovc very well on the leaves of plants, tree^ 
nd (lirubs. 

The trees were fo bound together by fupple^jack, 
hat it was difticuk to penetrate them : never** 
helefs the conimandani and his little party (001$, 
leareda fmall fpot, where the neceffary buiidinga 
rere ereded, and .efculeiit plants fown. Barler 
nd wheat, as far as the foil bad been cleared, 
►rofpered heyond defcription ; but the feed of 
be latter having been injured, a deficiency m 
[uantity was the natural confequence. At thii 
•eriod, however, it is probable, that every incon« 
enience of that kind is done awav, and that tha 
latural fertility of the fqil is not impeded by ac- 
idental caufes. 

Vol. IX. ~ L Cnno\c> ^Ub 
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. Fifli and turtle abound on the coaflj andtU 
woods are peopled by innumerable tribes of birdi 
of the moil beautiful plumage. Guinea-fowls 
generally white, are plentiful and tame. Tbe 
principal elculent vegetables are the cabbage 
palm, the wild plantain, the fern tree, and i 
rkindof wild fpinach. 

But the molt valuable produdions, by far, zn 
ihfi pines and the flax plant. The pines arrive si 
M magnitude unufual in any other part of ik 
-^'orld ; Ibme of them are one hundred and fixtr, 
or even one hundred and eighty feet in height, 
imd nine or ten feet in diameter, at the botton 
of the trunk. They frequently rife to eight? 
feet without a branch ; and the wood is faid to 
be of the bed quality, and adapted for mafis or 
fpars. The turpentine obtained from them ii 
remarkable for its purity and whitenefs. 

The flax plant is iVill more extraordinary. lu 
Jeaves refemble flags, and of them, with vcrr 
jittle preparation, cordage and apparel maybe 
made. Ihis valuable plant is perennial, and h:s 
a bulbous root. It is very common in New Zea- 
land as well as in Norfolk Inland, and has bed 
particularly defcribed in Captain Cook*s Voyage. 
One difadvantagfe, however, attends Norfolk 
Ifland, which is the want of a good landing place. 
A midfhipman and four men were unfortUQatc!j 
loft in the furf, £bon after Lieutenant King ar- 
rived at this fppt ; but it is probable that fubfe- 
quent examinations of the coaft have brought cj 
light a better fpot to land at than what was fifli 
difcovered and nfcd. 

Rats are the only quadrupeds found here ; snd 
from thefe and the ants, fome damage to the dif- 
"-rgnt crops was reafonably apprcheudcd i but on 
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tlie whole this ifland promifes to be an acquili-* 
tioh of feme conlequence. 

In ^his palVage to Norfolk Ifland, Lieutenant > 
Ball difcovered an uninhabited ifland in latitude 
H deg. 36 min. fouth, which he named after. 
Lord Howe. On examination, the fliores were 
found to abound i A turtle, biit to furnifli no good 
mchorage. Part of this new difcovery rifes to a 
jreat height, and may be feen at a vafl: diftance. 

To facUitate the cultivation of Norfolk liland, • 
I farther detachment was fent out from Port 
Fackfoi^ confiding of an officer and eight ma- 
iwes, twenty male, and ten female, convi6ts.* 
iut from this digreffion we muft return to thdl 
'ettlement at Sydney Cove. 

During the month of March, fome of the tranf- ' 
wrts were unloaded, and difcharged ; and tlie 
eft were of courfe detained, till the (lore houfes 
urere completed to receive the cargoes. 

On the 15th of April, the governor fet out on 
mother excurfion, into the country, attended by 
cveral officers and a party of marines. They * 
anded at Shell Cove, near the northern entrance 
>f the harbour. Proceeding in this dire6tion, ' 
hey arrived at a lafge lake, furrounded by mo- 
raries. On this lake they oblerved a black fwan, 
wrhich, though proverbially rare in other coun-*. 
:ries, is not uncommon here. It is a very beauti- ' 
ill fpecies : the wings are edged with y^'^hite, and 
ihe bill is tinged with red. 

So many fwamps and bogs impeded their pro-. 
jrefs in this quarter, that it was three days before 
:hey got to firm ground. Almoll all the morafles 
Jre occafioned by the overflowing of the fprings j 
and nothing more fully evinces the improve- 
ments that civilization and agriculture introduce, • 
L 2 thau^ 
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than the contemplation of fuch fccncs, Tsrhcie the 
labour and ingenuity of man have never been ex* 
cited to reclaim the foil. In procefs of tiojc, 
there is tio doubt, that corn may wave and cattir 
feed, ^here at firft it was fcarcely poffibic lor 
man to penetrate. 

Behind thefc low marfliy grounds, they came 
to rocks and barfen tracks. The bills, however, 
wer^ covered with flowering ilirubs j and at itx 
diftance of fifteen miles from the fea coaflp tber 
had an enchanting view of the mountains in tlie 
intcrioi*, The various ridges of thefe obtained 
the appellations of Carmarthen, Landfdown, and 
Bichmond Hills* It appeared probable^ that i 
confiderable ftream flowed between thele moan' 
tains ; but the flock of provifions being fpent, tht 
^vernor returned without farther examiDatioo. 

The gmjerndr made another tour of the coon- 
try foon after, landing in a difi'ercnt part of the 
harbour. At firft they had open country ; but in 
a ihort time arrived at thickets, which rendered 
their paflT^ge, in that diredion, impradicabk. 
They were row obliged to keep clofeto the 
banks of a fmall creek, by which means they 
pafled the cover, and for the three fucceeding dayi 
purfued a weftward conrfe. The country was <fc^- 
llght fully fine, for the moft part champaign, or 
rifing into gentle eminences, which had a very 
elegant and pidutefque appearance. The treei 
grow at confiderable intervals, and were entirely 
free from underwood. 

On the .5th day they reached the top of an af- 
ccnt, from which they had a profpcdt of Carnnar* 
then and Landfdown Hills. Thislandfcapc? \ias 
fo beautiful, that the governor called it Belle- 
vuc. Being ftij}, as ^hey conjcaurcdj abqut thirty 
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miles from the mountains, which they purpofed, 
to reach, and being furniftied with no more than 
fix days proviiions, it was again found neceflary 
to return. 

They had now experienced the difficulty of 
making any diftant excurfions in this country. 
Deep ravines, and other unexpeded obftacles, fre- 
quently diverted them from their courfe, and it 
was found impbllible to afcertain what time 
might be required in palling a certain track. - 
The prefent excurfioa had taken up five days, 
and, in a dired line, it was fuppofed they were not 
more than thirty miles from the coaft. The/ 
were able, however, to return in a day and a 
half, froni having marked the trees a^ they pafled, 
and purfuing the fame path. 

PrepoffefTed with a belief, that the knowledge, 
of the country would well repaj them for farther 
attempts at exploring it, another expedition was 
projeAed, in which it was determined, if pollible/ 
to reach Landfdown Hills, where they thought 
it probable they might* fall in with a river of 
fnch magnitude as wtould facilitate tl?eir commu^ 
nication with the inland parts j but the indiffer- 
ent health of the goverTpor,> who had been injur- 
ed by ileeping on tlie wet ground, delayed the 
prolccution of the journey. 

The, country laft explored, appeared fo well 
calculated for cultivat^ion, that it Wjas refolved to 
feud. a detachment to fettle there as, foon as cir- 
curaftances would permit. • But tliough the foil 
waft naturally fo fertil<;, it was matter of aftor. 
nilliment, how the natives' could procure fubfift- 
ance, as they were ignorant of the means q( de-v 
riving any advantages frpm local fituations, how- 
ever propitious. On the coad, indeed^ they pi^n- 
L 3 ^ cipally 
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cipally fubfift on fiih ; bat io tbc interior part* 
the Engliih, with the aDillance of firearms, cooid 
fcarcely procare game for more than half thdr 
neceflary fupport. Yet the appearance of mn- 
porarj huts^ proved beyond a doubt, th.it the/e 
parts were frequented by the natives. Near one 
€jf the huts the bones of a kangaroo were dilcrh 
vcred, and i piece of a rowt, refembiing that of 
tiie fern trte, was picked up, which fctraed as 'i 
It had heeti recently chewed. None ofihczL- 
habitants, hb^^ever, were feen in thefe ckok- 
iions; they either fled the approach of tic 
Grangers, or concealed themfelves. 

Indeed it is likely, that the natives are fe^- la 
number, in the inland places j and exiled troc 
the fociety on the coafts : for it can fcarcely bf i 
Itiatter of choice, to ^x their habitations wbtnr 
the fupplies of life are fo few and precarious. 

The huts were conftru^ed of fingle pieces ct 
bark, about eleven feet long, and Jxom four r. 
fix broad, bent in the middle, and fet op fc 
as to form an aciitfc angle. Thefe may perhip* 
afford (belter from the rain, or concealment finoia 
the beads for which they lie in wait. The bad 
of many trees appeared deeply cut, to facilita'e 
climbing, and in feveral bf them were holes whivt 
tad been originaljy forfiaed by fome animal, xr-i 
enlarged by the natives. The kangaroo, the opi - 
fum, and thefquirrel, take refuge in tihcffe placfs, 
and the nqtiyes furprife them in their retreats. 

The remains of fires were vifibte in irvcn! 
peaces ; but no bbne^ of filh ne«tr them, on which 
the natives had fed. How they fubfift, tberefbi?. 
fnuft be left to future difcovery. Kangunoi 
were frecjuently feen, but thejr were r&rj ib^ 
•nd di^cuk to be fliot> X^^ tlfcie^MW»^ ^«o« 
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mof-e nuTnetousf neaT the encaolptnent than in 
»ny other place. 

This fiftgulat aftimal refembles tlic jerboa, in 
hs progreilive motion ; but the pouch of the fe- 
male conne6b it with the opoflam genus. The 
different fpecimens brouglit to England, vary 
muclv in lize, One has been Ihot that weighed 
one hundred and forty pounds. The longeft 
fntafured eight feet five inches iTom the tip of the 
Jiofe to the extreipity of the tail. The greateft 
drcnrtiference is round the bottom of the belly 
^nd hips, tht upper parts gradually taperipg. 
The forelegs meafured nineteen inches ; the hind 
ones three feet feven inches. The t^il was two 
feet and three quarters, pretty thick towards the 
rump, and tapering downwards. The ears, for 
tl)e mod part, (land ere6t, and the head fome-- 
what refembles that of a fawn. The fore legs 
iire furnifhed with five toes, artned with claws, 
but being fo much Ihorter than the hind legs, are 
6f no ufe in walking, but are merely employ-^ 
td in digging holes, and bringing food to the 
Aiouth. The hinder legs are very fii*bng ; and 
when fitting, the animal refts on the^, the 
rump being elevated fome inches from the 
grotind. The hind toes are only thtee in num- 
ber, the rtaiddlemoft 6f which is very long. The 
tail is generally carried ere6t j and the general 
colour of the ikin is a pale brown inclining toa(h, 
There is reafon to believe, thttt this animal 
h peculiar to New Holland, and being theiargeft 
bf its ^liadtupeds, hitherto- difcbvered, a more 

Stictrfer dfefcription of it w necefl^ry, than of 
other parts of tttiimated natlire. 
Jrom'the very confornrtation of the kanguroo, 
ft ^ears, ^at it« pro^rcffivc ^^o^m. ^^ii only be 
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by leaps, which have been known to exceed 
twenty feet at once, and this {o often repeated^ 
as almoft to diftance a fleet greyhound. It ii 
capable of bounding over obftaclcs ten feet high, 
with the greatefl eafe; and when overtaken bf a 
dog, its ftrength is fo great, and its refoltuioo io 
firm, that it generally releafes itfelf. In encoan* 
ters of this kind, it ufes its tail with great force. 
It is therefore generally ihot by Europeans; but 
the natives have the art of catching it. It fcem* 
to be gregarious, feeding in flocks of twenty or 
thirty; and one is obferved to be always ftatioocd 
on the watch, at fome diftance, when the refl art 
thus employed. 

Young kanguroos have been taken, which in x 
few days grew very tame, but they feldom livfd 
long ; probably from an ignorance in fupplyin^ 
them with their proper food. 

In the lall-mentioned excurfion, the dung of a 
graminivorous animal was feen, which, it was 
fuppofed, could not be lefs than a horfc ; but no 
traces of the animal itfelf were perceived. It ii 
not probable, however, that this could not beloDf? 
to the kanguroo, unlefs it arrives at a fize b^oail 
what has hitherto been obferved. 

Though the natives of New Holland hare 
made fo little progrefs in the ufeful arts a* 
not to attempt to clothe themfelves, they arc 
not without fome ideas of fculptare. In every 
t^ccurfion Governor Phillip made, he faw figures 
of men, animals, and weapons, engraved on the 
rocks with charaderiftic rudenefs. On the top 
of one of the hills, the figure of a man in a 
dancing atntude was not badly exprefled. Thui 
the imitative arts ftiould precede thofe of utilitj, 

a phenomenon in the hiftpxy of ujanj but the 
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{fro^refjj of the humau mind is fbcnettmea fo de- 
laltory, as to fet theory at defiance. 

It was feldom found, that they could proceed a 
(planer of a mile, without feeing trees that had 
been On fire. As violertt thunder dorms are not 
uafrequent, fome of thefe may have been fired 
by the lightnrngj but it is certain, that the na- 
tives never ai'e at the trouble of extinguifliing a 
fire they have^oficc kindled, fo that it either com- 
nmnicates its Barnes to the tree> or accidentally 
goes out* 

On his return from this expedition, the go^ 
vcrnor had the noortiliication to find, that five 
ewes dnd a lamb had bceu killed very near the 
camp, in the middle of the day. This accident » 
it was conjedtured, arofe from the dogs of thp 
natives; but the real caufe was never known. 
The lofs, however, was fehousi as it could not he 
&on replaced. 

In the beginning of May, three of the tranf- 
ports which had been 'cleared, failed for China j 
and the Supply was fent out to Lord Hope's 
liland for turtle, in hopes of checking the fcurvy, 
which made a rapid progrefs amorig the fettlers. 

By tbis^time, with great labour and ailiduity, 
eight or ten acres hod been cleared, and were fown 
with barley and wheat. Such was the firft agri- 
cultural attempt, in a country where, we are 
now told, volunteer fettlers are likely to make a 
competent fortune in a few years, by the tillage 
of the ground alone. 

On the 25th of May, the Supply returned, but 
bad failed in pracuring any turtle. She had met 
with fqually weather, and had fuftainedTomeda- 
piage, but not of great importance. 

Abor^ 
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Aboot this time, one of the convife, who had 
ftrayed to feme diflance in fearch of vegetables* 
returned dangeroufly wounded. He reported that 
one of his ail'ociates^ who had gone out on the 
fame errand, had been wounded in the head, and 
carriexi off. A iliirt and hat, both pierced with 
fpears, were afterwards found in one of the htrts 
of the natives -, but no farther intelligence could 
be procured. It is too probable that the conri&s 
had been the original aggreifors, though this was 
Hrenuoufly denied by the perfon who made his 
efcape. 

On the 30th of May, two men eraplo3red in 
coUeding ruihes for thatching, were found dead. 
One of them had four fpears in his body : the 
other was without any external marks of violence 
Thefe vi6tims, of their own indifcretion, bad been 
fcen with a canoe, which they had taken from one 
of the fifliing Hations. Such misfortnncs were 
feelingly lamented by the governor, as they frul- 
trated his plan of conciliating the affe^ons of the 
natives, and eliablilhing a friendly intercoorfe 
with them. 

The tools which tlie rufli cutters xifed being 
carried away, the governor thought they might 
lead to fome difcovery. He therefore went oot 
with a fmali party, and lauded at the fpot where 
the men were killed ; but after traverfing the 
country for twenty miles, he arrived at Botany 
Bay, without fo much as procuring a fight of any 
of the natives. Here, however, they perceived about 
twenty canoes engaged in lifliing ; and when the 
fires were made and preparations fet about for 
encamping during the night, it was fuppofcd that 
fomc of the people would have joined them ; but 
■"one appeared. Next morning, though fifty ct» 
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nets were drawn ijp on the beach, pot an indivi- 
dual perfon was to be fees. 

The governor had now refolved to return 3 but 
as he was proceeding along the fea-coaft, he fell 
in with a numerous party of the inhabitants, near 
the mouth of a cave, and was within ten yards oif 
them before they were perceived. The natives 
were armed, and one of them advancing,. feemed 
to caution the Englilh to retire 5 but when Go- 
vernor Phillip ftepped forward to meet him alone 
and without weapons, he aiTumed a friendly con* 
fidence* 

In a few minutes they were furrounded by 
more than two hundred men ; but no ligns of 
treachery were perceived in this inter\'iew, nor 
any wilh to take advantage of the fuperiority of 
numbers. The moment friendlhip was offered^ 
tliey laid down their weapons and joined the par- 
ty in the mod amicable manner. Numbers of 
women and children were afterwards brought 
down by the men, and accepted fuch prefents as 
were given them. 

Among thefe people nothing was obferved 
that could point them out as being concerned in 
the murder and robbery of the rulh cutters : and 
the governor had a frefli proof of the propriety 
of treating them with a proper degree of confi- 
dence. For bad he hefitatcd a moment in Ihew- 
inga friendly difpofition, a rencounter mufl have 
cnfued, and the confequences might have been 
fatal. 

Near this place they faw a fuperior ftream of 
water to any hitherto difcovered. 

An old man, feeing the Englifli purpofed to 
advance, m^de (igns that he might be allowed, to 
go before them. Having afcended a hill he call- 
ed 
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Cfl oat, holding up both bis haods, the ofoal a* 
preiiion of amitj, to fis^ify to fa is oooatryiora i« 
the next cove, that friends were eomiii^. The 
governor, however, did not defcend to that eovc, 
where he faw about forty men aflerobled. The 
caufc of fuch nnmbers being coMefited was w- 
known ; for it was calcnlated that thej confiitm- 
ed'a very confiderable portion of the infaabitMU 
of a great extent of coaft. 

In croffing the hills in their waf to Port Jack- 
for\, Qnckc was- feen on the top of LandfdoiiB 
Hills, 9 proof that the country is inhabited fo hs 
back, which was calculated to be fifty miles fna 
the fea. 

On a farther invcftigation of the fate of Ac 
ru(h cutters, there appeared reafon to (uppoU 
that one of the natives bad been nrardered a«4 
fevcral wotmdcd before the cataftropbc took 
place. This belief induced the governor to cfe 
emancipation to any convid who ftiould difcover 
the aggrcflbrs; but nothing fertber tranlpircd. 

It has been mentioned that feveral of the fbtetf 
were deftrojred ; and they now experienced i 
heavier lofs in two bulls and four cows ftra3nBg 
into the woods ; where they were traced to (orae 
diftancc, but never recovered. 

His raaiefty's birth day was kept with 4»t M- 
tivity, ancl all were indulged with a rem idi on from 
iaboirr. At fim rife the (hips of war fired a toj- 
al falute, and at noon the marines, being dnrora 
up, faluted with three vollies. At fun-fct the 
fame honours were repeated by the ihips, and 
bonfires threw a luftre on the night. Thatevcrr 
|)erfon might participate in the general jcf, 
the four convias, who had been baniAW 
lo a ImaH ifland in the cemcc of the karbos^ 
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nauved a full pardon ; asd it is probable there 
-^as not a heavy heart among them in this dil^ant 
fiart of his majefly 6 dominions. 

On the 22d of June, the>' icU a flight ihock of 
^tn earthquake, which Jafled only two or three 
ieconds. The governor at ^rik /took it for the 
report of guns fired at a great difiance ; but from 
the tcfiimony of all, the real caufe was foon dif- 
-coi-ered. 

Two days after, a convid, who had been giail" 
^ of a robbery, abfiDonded ; btitr foon after re*- 
4iirned, as he found it smpotiible to fubfift in the 
"woods. He iaid that one of the natives gave him 
« filh, and made iigiis ibr ham to go away ; that 
afterwards he fell in M:ith a party of the natives 
who would have roafted him ; but that he made 
his cfcape. He adkialiy pretended* to have fcen 
M buman body lying cm the fire 5 but little credpt 
fKight to be given to iiich an authority. 

^With more femblaiacc of truth, he reported 
that the inhabitants were in great difirefs for 
food, and that he had leei^fiDiir cf them apparent*' 
Jy perilling of hunger, who made "figns for 
^Toiethiiig to eat. llias man was tried far his 
offence, pleaded guilty, and fuifered witli an- 
Other <:riiniiial. 

The fettlers had now been long enough here to 
ascertain, that though the neceflity of fubtifttng 
{e long on fait provifioos, and their expc^ed litu- 
ation, had brought on the fcurvy, yet tjhat the 
climate in Itfelf was mild and falubrious- Heavy 
rains had indeed fallen about the changes, of the 
moon in ihewintermanthB; but there had been 
no feafon that could be called raifty. Violent 
florms of thunder and lightning Ibmetimes hap- 
pened ; but as the country begins to be cleared, 
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thefe will be lefs frequent, and the general heahhf* 
nef? of the place will be increafed. 

The variation of the thermometer in the ihadf, 
frequently amounted to 33 deg. between eight ia 
the morning and two in the aitemoon. It fome- 
times ftood at upwards of 80. 

An accx)unt of the fiate of the colonics bealtfc 
being delivered in, on the lad day of June, bf tiw 
furgeon/itwasfoundthateight marines .and eighty- 
one convicts and children, had died from the time 
of embarkation ; that thirty-ii x of the inili tarjrwew 
under medical treatment, and lixty-lix of thie co*- 
vi6ks. He farther flated, that fifty- two ccuiTidi 
were unfit for labour, from old age or infirmities. 
Many of tlie fick, however, were in a convalelbett 
ftate. 

When they firft landed, as may be well fop- 
pofed, the chief care of the governor was to crcd 
temporary accommodations on the fpot that pre- 
fented itfelf as freed from impediments. No 
regularity could be expededj but the idea ei 
fionvenience united to^rder, was foon at liberty 
to expand; and by degrees large fpaces w«c 
opened, lines marked, and a plan drawn out for 
future operations. 

The lines of ftreets and public buildings were 
now traced, in fuch a fituation as to admit oft 
free circulation of air, the convenience of water, 
and other comforts which are requifite in a per- 
manent fettlement. 

The firft huts, of courfc, were of periihable 
materials, being chiefly conftruded of the foft 
wood of the cabbage palm, or even of poib, wat- 
tled and plaiftered. Barracks and huts were af- 
terwards tbrraed of more durable materials. St one 
^nildiugs might eafily have been raifed ; but the 
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want of lime to make mortar Was a great hin- 
cierance. They found ftone of three different 
kinds : one was equal to that of Portland, a fe- 
cond fort was fand or fire-(lone> and the third 
had a mixture of iron. ' 

No chalk or lime could be found: A fmall 
building for the governor was cemented with oy^ 
iter flieils burnt ; but there were too few to an- 
fwer any general purpofe. Grood clay for bricks 
is produced near Sydney Cove, and has been fuc- 
ccfsfully ufed for that purpofe. The wood ap- 
pears not ill adapted for building : it is heavy in- 
deed, but fine-grained,, and free from knots. 

Sydney Cove lies open to the north-eaft, and 
extends in a fouth-well diredtion for near one 
tboufand yards,- gradually decreafing from the 
width of one thoufand four hundred feet, till it ter- 
minates in a point, where it receives a fmall llream 
of freih water. The anchorage extends a confider- 
able way up the Cove, and is fecure from all winds. 
Ships can lie almoft clofe to the fhore ; nor are 
there any rocks or (liallows to render the naviga- 
tion dangerous. Thus the fituation on the wholff 
is as eligible as can be deiired ;. and ihews the 
difcernment of the governor in making the felec- 
tion. 

Metals of various kinds appear to abound in 
the vicinity of the fettlement ; but the want of 
ibme fcientific perfon, to defcribe and arrange the 
oatoral produdions, both animate and inanimate, 
was fenfibly felt at firft. - A convi6t, who had 
worked in the lead mines, poiitively Affirmed, that 
the ground which they had been clearing, con- 
tained a large quantity of that ore 5 and copper 
was fuppofed to lie under fome rocks, which had 
^ecD blown up iu iiuking a cellar, 
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Where they dag for water, in fome places Acf 
found a fubftance which was taken for a mctal» 
but after fubmittiDg it to the lang-ix>ntinued w> 
tiou of fireu it was fuipec^ed to be black lead. 
The pigment, called Spahilh brown, is found it 
g;roa^ abundance, and tb^ white clay with wbick 
the natives ornament thcmfelves, in the opinioa 
of the Abbe Receveur might be formed, whk 
fome previous care, into porcelain. 

Sydney Cove feecns to polled every local ad« 
vantage that can arife from a £tie climate, a (bil 
naturally good, and an e:;ception from whatever 
can (horten the period of life, or leflen its plea- 
fures. All the plants^ and fruits that had been 
brought from Bratil and the Cape, without da- 
jpage, flouriihed as ii^ their native beds, fioro- 
•^ean vegetables likewife arrive at great perfec- 
tion. The vine, it is probable, with doe coltore* 
may in time produce the choice^ juice, and io 
future ages it may perhaps be reckoned a Ituutry 
at the tables of European opulence. 

The rank grafs under the trees, had a delrteri- 
eus effe^ on the fheep that were fuffered to graize 
on it 5 but fuch as were kept clofe to their pens 
and fed there, were preferved. Hogs and pool* 
try not only thrive, but multiply very faft ; aod 
there is no reaibn to apprtrheud but every fpedes 
of domeftic animals will profperaod become pco- 
du^ive. 

When matters were fettled in the immediate 
vicinity of Sydney Cove, the go\'emor fent a 
fraall detachment to cultivate the groiind at the 
upper end of Port Jack Ton, which in one of hts 
excurHons he had found fo well adapted for that 
purpofe. This fpot has obtained the appellitioB 
HofeHUl. . 

Aftt: 
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After various unimportant tranfa6lIons, thoiigli 
uniformly beneficial to the interefts of the infant 
coiony, the natives who had always be^n treated 
with the greatefl indulgence, as far as the authori- 
ty of the governor could prevail, but whofe entire 
confidence it was found impoffible to gain, made 
an attempt to wrett by force, what certainly did 
not belong to them. On the 9th of July, a iiih- 
ing party of the Englifli having drawn the feine, 
the natives violently feized the greateft part of 
the fiih, while a more numerous body of them 
flood with their fpears ready poifed. The cock- 
fwain very prudently permitted them to fatisfy 
themfelves, and thus hoftilities were prevented. 
Orders had been given to allow the natives a 
ihare of whatever might be caught when they 
were prcfent, and till this time they had been ap- 
parently well fatisfied with what had been volun- 
tarily given them. Hard neceflity and the refeut- 
ment they felt for the encroachments made on 
their filhing ftation, might drive them to this def- 
perate a6t. No notice was taken of the aggref- 
tion ; but a ftronger force in future was always 
fent with, the boat, which tended to prevent a 
repetition of the injury. 

About the middle Of July, the governor went 
ont with a fmall party to examine the land be- 
tween Port Jackfon and Broken Bay. In this 
quarter, many hundreds of acres were free from 
trees, and in a flate favourable to cultivation. 
Proceeding as far as Pitt Water, he faw feveral 
of the natives, but none of them joined him* 
When the party, however, returned to the boats, 
they foundl abdut (ixty men, women, and child- 
ren alfembled there. In this Society forae houni 
were fpent in a peaceful and amicable manner ; 
M 3 but 
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but thoagh the natives did not appear unesff in 
the cdcapany of the Englilh, they always imoifeft- 
-ed fatisfadion when they were aboot to leave 
them. At this time many of the women woe 
employed in fiihing, a fervice they commonly per- 
form. Two of thefe were obferved to be fcarred 
or tatooed on the (boulder like the men ; a or- 
cumftance not hitherto obferved in any other k- 
males on this coaft. 

While the governor and his party were oat ob 
their excurlion, the failors, who waited to gatni 
the boats, obferved- two bodies of the nativei, 
confiitiog of about one hundred men each, wko 
drew up on oppofite fides, and at firfl feeined to 
be amuling themfdves with 4heir fpears, whicfa 
they hurled at each other by way of exerciiei 
ufing their ihields as a defence. In a ihort tkK. 
however* matters aifumed a more fefious a(ped. 
and the women were feen running up aod dowt 
in great diflrefs, and ihrieking vioientiy. Afccf 
all, it did not appear that any of the oien wcR 
killed } and it is likely the fears of the fctjoda 
Qiigbt mifinterpret the intention of the e&erct/e 
in which the men were engaged. 

S«x>n after his return, Governor PkUlip fet «b| 
•gain to explore the coaft towards Botany Mmj. 
In this journey, few of the inhabitants were feeo. 
but mauy proofs were obferved of tbe difiredh 
they laboured iinder from a fcarcity of food. Jo 
the fummer ieaibn they (hewed a dainty taBeiO 
fiih, reje^ng feme kinds with dilHain ; bur gov 
a youag whaie^ which had been driven mi tbt 
ooail, had been greedily devoured by 4bedi. Ther 
barely fcorcb tbe outfide of their Bih befom ttejr 
eat it ; and they prepare the fern ffocft in a 6iBi- 
la^ioaimcc, 

From 

Digitized by Google 



rHILLU»*3 V0YA6B. 127 

From various obfervations, it appears, that the 
fiatives frequently change their iituation 5 but it 
2ia$ not been perceived that tiiey perform periodi- 
cal migrations either in fumm^r or winter. Irif- 
tcnt foiely on procuring the means of fubiiftencc, 
« taik more than fufiicient, at times, ^o employ 
all their ingenuity and exertion, they fecm to 
bave no local attachments, except -when fiih and 
food may be had in the greated abundance and 
>i^ith the greateft eafe. 

The few fpecimens of arts they poflefs, are ge- 
nerally fuch, as the neceflity of their lituations 
bave forced upon them. Their fifliing tackle is 
not without marks of ingenuity. The twine of 
which their nets is made, appears to be composed 
of the fibres of the flax plant, with very little 
preparation j but twifted fo as to render U Ann 
aad ftrong. The meflies of thefe nets confift of 
large loops, very artificially inferted into each 
other, but without any knots. It has been faid, 
tbflt they arc formed on the very fame principle 
jw the groimd of point lace, except that there is 
,fm\y one turn of the twine, inftead of two in eve- 
ry loop. Their fiih- hooks, canoes, and other im- 
plemtimts, are not ill adapted to their refpe^live 
(icfiinations. 

Thefe people have few ornaments, except what 
«T€ impreifed on the body itfelf, or laid on by way 
^f paint. The men keep their beards fi)ort,as is 
iiippofed, by fingeing them. They fometimes 
^a^g tho'teetii of dogs and of other animals in 
Ibwr hair, and even the claws of lobilers. 

Though deltitute of clothes, they ane by no 

^nemis iufenlible lo the i:old, and have a great 

iiiiflikc to raia. J)uring a ftiower, they have 

been obferved to cov^r their heads with bark, 

1 , »nd 
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aod to fhivcr cxircsneSj. Tbe gormxir, Iran 
tiier**'circumfiaiioes, \ras led to thiok, i bat c^rtbeft 
would be vcTY acceptable to tbera, ibaaid they 
ever be brought to tenns of fecial inte ic o arie 
with the EneTiib. 

From the habitual ihjmels of the natires, G** 
vernor PhilHp found it difficult to acquire anf 
perfed knowledge of their iDtiitutions and cuf- 
toms. It appears they bum their d^^ ; for, om 
opening a kind of rude grare, a jaw bone ws 
found unconUimed ; and oa a farther invcftiga- 
tion of thefe barrows, afhes were generally foca. 
From the manner in which thefe alhes were de- 
poiited, it appeared that the body muft have beea 
laid length.ways, and only railed futHciently tm 
allow fire to be pat under it. Fern is ufoslly 
fpread on the furface, and prefled down by a few 
ftones. 

The New Hollanders feera to praflife tbe 
virtue of honefty to the full, in their iotcr- 
courfe with each other. They leave their 
fprars, implements, and canoes on the beach with 
the mod unfuljx^^ting confidence; a proof that 
they have uot been ul'ed to be defrauded. Some 
of the coHvids, however, early taught them that 
they had now another kind of people to deal 
with. Thefe frequently carried olf articles be- 
longing to the natives, in defiance of the fhid 
regulations that were efiablilhed ; and to their 
conduct, the referve of the inhabitants may rea- 
ionably be afcribed. It is like wife probable, that 
they foon learned to diftinguilh thcfc free-bootexi 
by their blue and yellow jackets, as they did the 
foldiers by their red clothes ; and on ftragglers <rf 
th" former defcripiion, they occalioually wrecked 
lUcir vcngcaucc. 
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No attempt, however, was made to fire the 
grafs^or corn, which rauft have brought down dc- 
lb:u6tion on them For though policy and hu- 
manity recommended the miJdeft condu^ towards 
the natives, and a degree of forgivenefs for flight 
offences ; an attempt of this icind was of too fe- 
xious a nature to have been overlooked, and would 
have jai^iiied the fevereft meafures. Let us 
tope, however, that the natives, of this coaft, will 
live in peace and amity v^ith our countrymen, 
and in the revolution of years, be brought tociviiiz- 
atioa and refinement, by the generous exertions 
and examples of Britons. Let us hope too, that 
the outcafts of fociety among ourfelves, may be 
induced, by their conduct in a place where tbey, 
are removed from the ufual temptations, to en- 
deavour to redeem their charader, and regain 
their forfeited rights. 

From the moft recent accounts received from 
this quarter, it appears that the fettlers are rapid- 
ly advancing in agriculture and rearing of cattle, 
and that the colony promifes not only to repay the 
original expence and rilk, but to be ultimately 
beneficial and advantageous to the mother coun- 
try. 

From a piece of clay imported from Sydney 
Cove, the ingenious Mr. Wedgewood caufed a 
medallion to be modelled, rcprefenting Hope, en- 
couraging Art and Labour, under the influence 
of Peace, to purfue the means of giving fecurity 
and happinefs to the infant fettlement. The fol- 
lowing cxquifitely beautiful verfes, in allufion to 
this medallion, .were written by Dr. Darwin, and 
we cannot deny ourfelves the pleafure of copying 
ihem. 

VISIT 
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VISIT OF HOPE TO SYDNEY COVi 

Where Sydney Cove her lucid bofom fwelb. 

Courts her young navies, and the ftorm repels^ 

High on a rocky amid the troubled air 

HoFE flood fublime, and wavM her golden hair| 

Calm'd with her roly fjnile the toffing decpy 

And with fweet acceBts charmM the winds to flecpj 

To each wild plain (he ftretchM her inowy hand j 

High-waving wood, and fea-encirclcd ftrind* 

** Flearme,'* /he cried, ** ye rifing realms! record 

*< Tinies opening fcenes, and Truths nnerring word--* 

«« There (hill broad ftrects their ftately walb extesd, 

♦' The circus widen, and the crefcent bendj 

** There rayM from cities o*cr the cultur'd land, 

** Shall bright canals, and folid roads expand. — 

«< There the proud arch, Coloflus-like, beftride 

♦* Yon glittering llreams, and bound the chafing dde| 

<< ErobelliihM villas crown the landfcape fcene, 

'< Famns wave with gold, and orchards bluih betwara/^ 

<< There (liall tall ipirefrand dome-capt towers afccod* 

'< And piers and quays their xnaiTy {Iruduves blend; 

'* While with each breeze approaching vellcls ^lide» 

<' And northern treafurcs dance on cvcrv tidcTI" 

Here ceafcd the nymph— tumultuous echoes row. 
And JoY*s loud voice was heard from ihore to ibore— ■ 
Her graceful ftcps defcending pref$*d the plain, 
And f SACEj and Aet^ and LabooB| joined her Ctj^^ 
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VOYAGE AND DISCOVERIES 

OP 

LIEUT. SHORTLAND, 

BETWEEN 

PORT JACKSON AND BATAVIA. 



LIEUTENANT John Shortland, of the nav^, 
having been appointed agent of the tranf- 
ports, defiined to carry over the firll fettlers to 
New South Wales, after difcharging his duty in 
that capacity, was intruded witli difpatches fpr 
government ; and the Alexander, Friendlhip, 
Prince of Wales, and-Borrowdale, being cleared 
about the beginning of July, were put under his 
care and condu^, on their return home. 

As the feafon was thought to be too far ad- 
vanced for them to attempt the fouthern courfe 
•by Van Dieraen's Land, and the palfage by Cape 
Horij was deemed ineligible ; it was, at la ft, una- 
nimoufly agreed, that they fhould proceed to the 
northward, either through Endeavour Straights, 
or round New Guinea. 

Unfortunately, thefe fhips were ill adapted to 
encounter the difficulties which were to be ex- 
pfded in every courfe, during fo long a voyage : 
the complement of men was very Ihort 5 they 
Lad Qo furgeooj'aud were totally unprovided 
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with fiich articles as bad been found eflcntial to 
the prefervation of health in fuch teJions expe- 
ditions. It is not, therefore, to be wondered at, 
if in exploring an unknown paffage, where thcf 
had no opportunity of obtaining a fuppiy of (ii- 
lutary r&frelliments^ the Icurvy-naade dxcadM 
havock among the men. 

Mr. Shortland, in the Alexander traofport, 
left Port Jackfon on the 14th of July, and dircd- 
ing his courfe to the eaflward, intended to tooch 
at Lor^ Howe's Ifland, where a place of rcnda- 
vous was to have been fixed, in cafe of feparati<«. 
This flep, indeed, ought to have been previodir 
taken 5 but owing to hurry, it was negledea 
till too late. The Alexander was fcarcely rcadf 
to fail, when the fignal was given for the orbcr 
tranfports to pHt to fea j and the fwell fetting in 
towards the fliore, they were obliged, for two 
days, to carry a prefs of fail, to keep the fliipi 
from being wrecked on the coaft. 

On the morning of the l6th, the rocks off the 
entrance of Port Stephens were diilant aboat 
three leagues j but as that place had not been 
furveyed, Mr. Shortland was ftiil induced to keep 
the fea', amidft a combination of unfavourable 
circumdances. That evening he loft iight of tbc 
Prince of Wales and Borrowdale, and they never 
more rejoined, having taken a different co»i rfe. 

Suppoling, however, they might proc-rd to 
Lord Howe*s Ifiand, Mr. Shortland dcicrraincd 
to touch there, and wait for them a dny or two. 
With this view he fteered a direft courfe for 
that idand; but the wind proving moil unfa- 
vourable for his defign, he was obliged to aban- 
don it, and to alter his courf<^ in company witb 
the Fricndlhip. ^ . 
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Oil tfie 21ft of Jtily, the matter of the Priend- 
hip having goite on board the Alexander, Carte- 
et's Harbour, in New Ireland, was fixed as the 
>lace of rendezvous. Same day they defcried a 
mall tHand, hi latitu^le 2S deg. 10 min. fouth, 
ongitude 159 ^^g. 50 min. eaft, which was 
lamed Middlettm's Wand. It appeared to be 
botit fix or feven leagues in length, the land 
try high in general, and had a remarkable peak, 
t is probable, thisiilandas of conliderable extent. 

Bj an accurate obfcrvation iof the fun and 
noon on the 24th, they found the effed of a 
:urrent fo ftrong as to fet the ihip two degrees of 
ongitttde to the eaftward of the dead reckoning, 
?Vom this it feems that Middleton*s iHand Ihould 
)e placed farther to the eaft. 

On the 2'7th and 28th, many land birds were 
H fight, and according to the reckoning atid ob- 
fcrvation, they muft have been off part of the 
:oaft of New Caledonia, though they did not dif- 
:cm land. On the 31 ft, however, land was feen, 
iiftant about five leagues, which Mr. Shortiand 
It firft conjedured was Egmont illand 5 but it 
proved he was miftaken. He now purfued a 
«reft courfe, in which dire6tion the land trended j 
and failing along the coaft, about fix or feven 
leagues, found it formed into an iftand by two 
points, one of which was named Cape Sydney, 
the other Cape Phillip. In the evening, before 
it grew dark, land was fi&rttinatdy difcovercd di- 
reftly in the ftiip*8 courfe. This occafioned them 
to bring to for the night. In the morning they had 
a view of a very mountainous coaft, which fafficr- 
cnUy conrinced them that thhs could not be Eg- 
taont Ifland, though Mr. Shortiand thinks it 
might join rt« 
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Bearing away along the ihore, at five or fix 
leagues diftance, they came to a point, which 
was named Cape Henftow, while another, to the 
well, was called Cape Hunter. Between thcic 
two points, the mountains feem to reach the 
clouds. This day the latitude was 9 deg. 58 min. 
fouth, and longitude 16O deg. 21 min. eaft. 

More land flill opened as they advanced, of i 
mountainous afped, and the moil di^nt part b 
fight was called Cape Marfh. In the eveni©; 
the fliips lay to for the night, the weather beic; 
fqually, with violent thunder and rain. 

In the morning of Augult 2d, the Iky was bar, 
which intercepted the view of land; but the- 
faw many flying fiih. JBefore noon it cleared cp^ 
when Lieutenant Shortland continued to ficrt 
north- well, to afcertain if he had reached ibd 
utnioft extent of land. Early next morning thc^ 
fell in with it again. At fir 11 fight it appeaii 
ed like feveral illands, and an attempt was itac^ 
to pafs between them to the north, but it w.j 
foon difcovered that there was no disjundivc ti 
parts. This fpot was called Nine Hummoci 
Bay, from its appearance. 

Proceeding to the fouth-wefl, they came i:l 
figtit of two points, which were named Cap! 
,^epean and Cape Pitt. On the 4th, it was inui 
gined they had pafTed the land, but again the;! 
were deceived, and from this circumftance a cap:| 
which they had jufl defcried, was called Cap< 
Deception. 

At day light on the 5th, land was again difo 
vered, and not knowing how far it might trcrJ 
to the north-.weft, JMr.* Shortland now flood tj 
the fouth. The latitude was now found to be:i 
ieg.44 min. foulh,longitudei57 deg.aomin.cai'M 
2 £arM 
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Early next morning they made fail again to 
the north- weft, and foon difcerned a rock, which 
bad exadly the appearance of a fhip under faiU 
So ftrongly were the people on board the Alex- 
ander prepofTeffed with this imagination, that 
the private ftgnal was made, under an idea that 
it might be either one of the Frenfch ihips, or 
one of the tranfports which had parted company 
off the coaft of New Holland. Nor was the 
miftake detedted till they approached within a 
league of the fpot. 

Soon after, fome canoes came clofe up to tl>e 
Ibip, without any appearance of fear. Ropes 
being thrown over the ftem, the Indians fuifered 
themfelves to be towed along, and in this fitua- 
tion/ exchanged a kind of bone rings, which, 
they wore on their arms, for nails, beads, and 
other trifles ; but iron was manifeftly preferred. 
The natives dealt very fairly, and fliewed no 
propenfity to fteal. They would not, however, 
fuffer tbemfelves to be drawn along-lide ; but at 
t}ie fame time, feemed defirous that the Engliih 
fliould anchor on the coaft, and by way of in- 
ducement, held up the rind of an orange or 
lemon, and the plumage of fowls and other arti- 
cles, which they lignified might be had on ftiore. 
They alfo prefented the lieutenant with a fruit, 
which he conceived to be the bread-fruit. 

Of the leaves of the plantains, thefe people 
made boxes, or fmall cafes, in which they carried 
their curiofities. At noon, the Englilb came to 
a point of land, which was named Cape Satisfac- 
tion, and the rock, which had been miftaken for 
^ Ihip, obtained the appellation of the Eddyftone. 
As the land now began to trend northward, they 
were in hopes of finding a paflage, 

^ N3 The 
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The natives called the ifland, from whence tkf 
came, Simboo, a word which they frequently re- 
peated. Tbefe men were remarkably flout and well 
built, from which, it is probable, that they hare 
plenty of food. Their canoes, which containcl 
fromYix. to fourteen men, feemed to be wellcoa* 
Urudted, and carved with various figures, fiainci 
or painted red. In fhort, their veflels were bail* 
on the fame principle as thofe of OtahcUc. 

Their ornaments were rings of white boneoo 
the wrill, and a fhell,-with a feather, lied en lie 
head. They were not willing to part with acy 
of their lances. After accompanying the ftip* 
as far as they thought proper, they left thm 
and retuhied to the fliore. 

Lieutenant Shortland regretted that hcconld 
not accept their invitation to land, where, doubf- 
lefs, refreflnnents might .have been procured; 
but the length and uncertainty of his vojfap 
forbade the leaft delay. 

After lying to in the night, the fhips made 
fail early in the morning of the 7th, and ia » 
fhort time came in fight of feveral froall ifbnds 
of a moderate height, and apparently fertile, 
which were named the Treafury Ifles. 

The (hips had now ruu for feveral degrees in 
fight of land ; and as proceeding farther in tbf 
fame dire^I^ion might have entangled them with 
New Guinea, they determined to try a paffpgc 
which then lay before themj and were fortunau 
enough to fucceed, though with ditficulty and 
danger. This paflage obtained the name ci 
Shortland's Straights, and, it is probable, tlu: 
fame as M. Bougainville failed through in 1/68. 
A fmall difference in the longitude is the otlij 

leaioP 
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reafon to doubt the identity j but this might 
arife from an imperfed obfervation. 

Lieutenant Shortland now congratulated him- 
felf on having cleared this large track of land, 
which he had the greateft reafon to fuppofe was 
united the whole v^ay, from where he lirfl fell in 
with it. If any other paflages really exiH, he 
thinks they mull be between Cape Phillip and 
Cape Henllowj or between Capes Marlh and 
Pitt. To afcertain this point will be the bufinefs 
of future navigators. To the whole trad of land, 
the name of New Georgia was given. 

On' the weftern fide of Shortland*s Straights 
the land continued to be very high, and extend- 
ed as fiir as. the eye could reach. In the after- 
noon of the 9th, they defcried two iflands, but 
various caufes prevented them from giving them 
any examination. It was now determined to 
fail round Ne\y Ireland, and they directed their 
courfe accordingly. 

Till this period the voyage had been enliven- 
ed by difcovery, though their progrefs had been 
retarded ; but now that dreadful Icourge of ma- 
riners, the fcurvy, broke out with fuch viru- 
lence, and increafed to fuch a degree, from the 
want of proper remedies, that it was found ne- 
ceffary, in the fequel, to facrifice one of the ihips, 
and the united crews were foon reduced to fuch 
a ftate of weaknt is as to baffle all defcription. 

On the 13th of Auguft, five feamcn of the 
Alexander were already fo much affe6ted with the 
fcurvy, that they could not, without difficulty, 
eat even .flour or rice. The weather was now- 
very variable, and, it is probable, they were not 
far from land. On the l6'th it was actually de- 
fcried, and the fame day they palled the line. 

I\ 3 Notwith- 
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XotwitL Handing every precaation whidi tbck 
fituation would permit them to ufe, the fcurrj 
continued to make new inroads anaoog the ere* i 
of the Alexander ; nor was any thing foond d- 
fe^ual to counterad its malignity. 

On the 10th of September, they were in figbl 
of land, which, from its (ituatiou, dh^ have beca 
one of the Pelew Iflands, fo juftly celebrated tor 
the hofpi table reception of Captain Wilfon. Uo- 
fortunately the hillory of that voyage bad Dot 
been publiftied, and Lieutenant Shortland con- 
ceived he was got among the New Carolines. 

Next day, they failed between two i Hands. 
Many cocoa paltns were feen on the ihore, and 
^cited an earnell longing among the iick to tafte 
this falutary refrefliment. The natives approach^ 
in their canoes, and invited the Englifli on ihore-, 
and many perfons of both fexes fwam oS to 
them, holding up bamboos full of water, which 
they imagined the fbips to want. 

Mr. Sinclair, the mailer of the Alexander, be- 
ing engaged in founding, with the boats ahead, 
refolved to land amidll a concourfe of people, 
and to endeavour to make them fenfible 4:hat co- 
coa-nuts, and not water, were wanted. He madf 
an old man, whom he concluded to be a chief, 
from a bone ornament on his arm> a prefcnt of 
fome nails and beads, which were accepted «*ith 
evident plcafnre; and the chief now exerted 
himfelf in repreffing the infolence of his popple, 
who endeavoured to fteal whatever they could 
lay their hands on. Not more than thirty cocoa- 
nuts were obtained by Mr. Sinclair, and thefc 
were green. The natives were aimed with laaccs 
and a kind of adze, evidently of European ma- 
nufiifturc, 
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In return for Xhb prefent be had receivec}, the 
rhief corapUniented tlie in after with a mixture 
)f filh, yams, and other articles, tlie very odoqr 
)f which made it difagreeable. At hrft landing, 
nany of the natives repeated the word Englee;,?, 
ind being aniwered in the affirmative, they Jhook 
heir heads, and called out Efpagnol.- 

From thefe circumftauces, it is probable, that 
He Engli/h had now fallen in with the pepple of 
Vrtiagall, againft whom pur countrymen had fig- 
lali^d themfelves ; and if fo, their knowledge 
)f the Spaniards muft have been pofterior to tliat 
ivjcnt. H^d the reception of the Antelope's 
:rew been known. Lieutenant Shortland would 
jave prefcnted hirwfclf before the beneficjent Ab- 
)a ThglJe J and himfelf and crew, by means of 
eady refrefhments, miglit have efcaped much of 
heir fnbfequent diftrefs. But their ignorance of 
he relief at baud, and the danger of landing an 
jnfeeblcd crew among a numerous people, whofe 
lifpoiinons were not knoyvn, made them unwiil- 
ng to rilk Mie event. 

Towards the latter end of September all their 
lis were exacerbated } and agues and intermit- 
cut fevers began to prevail. " Some deaths had 
lappened ; and few on board the Alexancicr 
A'cre free from compJaint, or could go through 
Jicir duty without difficulty and pain. The 
Fricndihip had been hitherto more fortunate; 
but the rapid progrefe of the fourvy on board 
that ftip'made a fatal compenlation for the delay 
:>{ its commencement. 

On the 27th of September, the land of Minda- 
nao was feen. In all this fea, a ftror.g current 
xmftantly fet the ftip confiderably to the fouth 
af iiis reckofljng. On the 3d of Oaober, the 
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wind fuddenly fell, and the Alexander was b 
the greateft danger of driving with the currtz: 
on ,the cbaft of Sanguir Ifland. In the evening 
of the 17th, the Friendftiip adually ftruck on 1 
reef off the coaft of Borneo; but, by theaftr 
ance of her confort, was fortunately got off wi'i 
out material damage. 

The Alexander, by this time, had lofl eighth 
her ihort complement, and only four men ani 
two boys were fit for duty. The Friendfhip ta 
no more than five men not difabled, and v; 
likewife fliort of provifions. In this diftrcfli: 
dilemma, the w^eflern monfoon being expedcd 
fet in, it was indifpenfably neceifary to conces 
trate their crews. The Friendfhip being t: 
fmaller veflel, and moft ealily cleared, Mr. W: 
ton, her matter, confented (he Ihould be n 
cuated and funk, on condition that he IhouW 1 
allowed half freight of the Alexander. TIj 
being agreed on, the crew was transferred to 'J 
Alexander; yet Hill there was fcarcely half ti 
proper complement j nor was it more than w 
abfolutely neceflary to work that (hip to Batati 

It was the 2(}th of Odober, before the Alexi 
der was ready to fail from ihe coaft of Boiv 
within a few miles of which fhe had lain at 2I 
chor ; and owing to a foutherly wind and a M 
current, fiie did not get round the Ifle of ?^ 
Loot till the 5th of November. 

Sicknefs fiill continued to fpread among thd 
and, at this period, only one man, bcfides d 
officers, was able to go aloft. In this fituaUd 
four large boats bore down upon the ihip, ap;j 
renlly with hofiile intentions, and gave ihcrol 
fmnll degree of alarm. Lieutenant Short!:^ 

Uled Englilh colours when they were abot; 
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mile diflant ; apd thc^ boats fhewed -Dutch 4nd 
Portugaefe eniigns. They coiitipiied in chacp 
for feveral hours, durinoj which all the (Irpugth 
that could be railed was ufed on board the Ale Jo- 
inder, and the guns were pointpd. To try the 
courage •f the purfuers, Mr. Shortland ordered ft 
Ihot to be fired ov^r them, which fortufiate]y b^d 
:he defired e<Jed, a? they haftiiy ipadQ for th^ 
fliore. 

But though they efcaped this impending daU" 
rer, nothing but their vicinity to Bataviii coul^ 
bave faved them all from deilru^iop. Qn th^ 
17th of November, only on^ man, befides the offi- 
cers, was fit for work, and had they been obliged tp 
icep the f?a a few d^y^ longer, they had po other 
profped than of being tolled about at the merqr 
if the winds and waves. 

On the evening of that day, Koweveri they ap- 
aroached Batavia; and fired a gun and made' 
agnal for aiiiftance. With infinite difficulty they 
got into the roads, qnd were indebted to the 
Dutch for help in furling their f^ils, which fer- 
irice the crew was in too reduced a ftate to be 
ible to perform themfi^lves. Never, perhaps, 
did any fnip arrive in more forlorn circumftances, 
that had neither fuffered frona the winds nor 
waves. 

Next morning, after they came to anchor, the 
Dutch commodore humanely fent off a boat 
laden with refrelhments, and men to affift in re- 
fitting the fliip for lea. The iick were conveyed 
to the hofpital, where feveral of them died ; and 
a frefh crew was made" up from fome Englifh 
Eaftlndiamen, then lying at Batavia, in which no 
more than four of tlic original feaoien remained. 
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On the rth of December, the Alexander agja 
put to fea, and the remainder of her vopgc be- 
ing in a track well known, and unmarked brzsy 
extraordinary events, does not deferve a dclaL 
At the Cape of Good Hope they found the Sin j» 
Captain Hunter, who had been there ^ wceii 
before. Lieutenant Shortland now learned, tfc: 
the Prince of Wales and Borrowdale tranfporj. 
which parted from him on the coall of New He- 
land, had returned by the Ibuthem paflagc, ani 
had touched at Rio de Janeiro. 

After a ihort ftay at the Cape, the Alcxamfc 
again fet fail, and arrived^off the lile of \Mg- 
on the 28th of May. 

The melancholy fate of this fliip*s crew, ^ 
warn future navigators to furnifli thcmfchs 
with antidotes againft the malignant poifon '- 
the fcurvy, and the track Lieutenant Sbortki: 
purfued, as it oj^ens a new pnflage, will be - 
fervice to them in another refpcdt. This voraf:. 
indeed, is not unimportant, either to tbemariL'' 
t)r the geographer, and ranks Lieutenant Shcr- 
land among difcoverers. 
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VOYAGE OF 

CAPTAIN MARSHALL, 

PROM 

PORT JACKSON 

TO 

CHINA. 



THE difFerent tracks which the tranfports, 
engaged in the firft expedition to New South 
^Vales, purfued in their way home, have furniih- 
id and multiplied valuable materials for informa- 
:ion and entertainment. 

Captain Marfhall, in the Scarborough tranfport, 
left Port Jackfon on the dth of May, 1788, and 
proceeded towards China, to lade with teas on 
account of the Eaft India Company. For fomc 
days they had very variable and unpleafant wea- 
ther. In the afternoon of the l6th, they were 
clofe in with the land of Lord Howe's Illandj and 
next morning Captain Marlliali fent his chief 
mate in the boat, to endeavour to procure forae 
turtle J but after the moft diligent fearch, they 
were unfuccefsful. However, they brought oft' a 
quantity of fine birds, refembling Guinea fowls, 
aad venr fat. 

Having 
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Having taken in fVjch refrefliWents as thr maod 
afforded, they made i&\\ in company uiih iSe 
Charlotte tranfport, which they found here, and 
on the 22d came in fight of Norfolk IHand, bit 
did not land. 

After leaving this ijland, tbey proceeded to tbe 
north and ealtward, Snd on tbe 2()th defcried a 
fmall ifland, which proved to be a barren rock ci 
fmall ^magnitude, but covered u-itb birds. A 
frightful furf iurrounded the coaft, which rcs- 
dercd it impollible to land. It was named ALt- 
thew*s Illand. 

Kothing particular occnrrcd till the 4th rf 
June, when the water appearing coloured, ihcj 
founded, and found ground -in fifteen fathocj 
water J and perceived they x^ere in the vicinity ci 
a Iboal. Vatt numbers of birds of difTereut kinds 
were fcen flying to the weftward, from wbicii it 
Nvas fuppofed that land lay in that dirediac. 
how far this il)oal fextends was uncertain; »** 
termination could be fern from the maft*s hoc 
as far as the eye could reach. 

On the morning of the Ibth, tbey faw an i/lind 
Yight ahead, about nine miles diftant) and foe* 
atrer feveral canoes put off towards the ihip, bot 
did not venture to come up. This land is low ac^ 
level, and was named Hopper's Ifland. It lir^ 
almofl: under the line, in iJJ deg. 43 min. ai 
longitude. 

Soon after they defcried another fmaller iflar-A 
called Ilcnderville's, and prefcnily a third, wbiti 
was named Woodle's Ifland. From the latir, 
five large canoes put offj but when tJicy had ap- 
proached within a few miles of the ihip, tbtj 
tacked about atid returned. Tlie wind blowirj 
.off the land, presented the Englilh from goin; 

go 
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in iKore. Large fires were lighted along tbecoalf, 
and a vaft concourle of the natives was feen col- 
led:ed on the beach, many of whom pointed to 
the ihip, as in token of wonder and furprifc. 

Several canoes appearing to advance from- one 
of thefe iflands, Captain Marlhall determined to 
Vie to J and at laft two of them came up without 
the lead hefitation. The Indians began to talk> 
and to make figns for them to bring the fliip 
nearer the land. 

To ingratiate himfelf with his vifiters, the cap-' 
tain (hewed them fome nails and glafs, which 
they feemed very delirous to obtain, but none of 
them would venture on board. Having received 
fome little prefents, they appeared much pleafed^ 
and made the captain a return in a kind of beads, 
and the teeth of animals, which they wore about 
their netcks by way of ornament. 

Finding that the captain v^ould not liften iQ 
their folicitation of -bringing the Ihip nearer the 
illand, they took their leave, and returned to 
the fliore. . It is highly probable, that thefe 
illands afford a variety of tropical fruits and re- 
frelhments. The natives appeared plump and ia 
good condition} a proof that they are not flinted 
in the articlfe of food. They are a perfonable race, 
of a copper colour, with long black hair, exprefr 
iiye black eyes, and fine teeth. Many of theni 
had their faces painted white. 

Their canoes were ingenioufly conftru^cd, and 
capable of holding twenty people. They were 
fumrlhcd with outriggers, by which contrivance 
they were in little danger of being overfet in any 
weather. They had a large fail, which appeared 
to be made of raw lilkv nearly fc wed together; 
\ot. ix: O and 
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4nd in fhort, managed their canoes with iSDci 

dexterity, and appeared a lively, fenfible people. 

Quitting thefe new difcoveries, which, b.^i 
circumftances permitted, would mod likely has? 
repaid the laboui' of fome examination, the cap- 
tain ftood to the northward, and on the 20th iaw 
an ifland, which appeared low, and almoft lerz. 
-u^th the water. When they got in with tl- 
land, it appeared to be a chain of iilands, exteiwi- 
Sng more than thirty leagues. As they ran alocg 
the coaft, feveral canoes followed the iliip, but 
hone would approach. Numbers of the natim 
aflembled on the beach, to gratify their curiofiir 
at the fight of a fhip, perhaps the firft they hai 
fever feen. At one time, the captain propofcd 
fending a boat on fhore, in queft of refre(hmenl8j 
but the crew being much afBided with the fcurnr, 
the fcheme was dropped, as being too dangerom. 

The centre of thefe iflands is in 1 deg. 50 miiL 
north latitude, 172 deg. eaft longitude. Tbfj 
are very low, and had a deep fea round them, 
with the appearance of fome fine harbours. 

Seeing no profpeA of procuring refrefhmentj 
from the natives, without rilking too much. Cap- 
tain Marfhall made fail, and on the 22d came np 
to an illand, on the coaft of which many canoes 
were failing; but none of them could be enticed 
to approach the ihip. In running along, fix ad- 
joining iflands were difcovered, extending about 
fifteen leagues. Thefe obtained the names of 
Allen*8, Gillefpy's, Touching's, Clarke's, Smith's, 
and Scarborough's Iflands. They fgem to abound 
with cocoa and cabbage trees. 

Next day more land made its appearance, and 
on the ]uccccdiDg> they faiitd along a chain oi' 
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flands^ A canoe putting off from a part of the 
:oaft, the captain lay to, in hopes the natives 
vould come up; but when they had advanced 
within one hundred yards of the lliip, they put 
3ack in apparent fright. Thefe people.had (kins 
^Trapped round their waifts, and their hair wai 
>rnaniented vi'ith ihells and beads. 

In a (hort time feveral canoes went along-fidc 
the Charlotte, which was at fome dillance adern, 
md fome of the natives going on board, made 
free with every thing they could lay their hand* 
on. They appeared, however, to have fome ideas 
of civilization : all of them had decent coverings 
round the waift, and necklaces made of beads, to 
which a crofs was fufpended in the catholic Jlyle, 
Thefe were named Lord Mulgrave*s Illands, 
They lie between 5 and ^ deg. north latitude, and 
171 and 1 72 deg. eaft longitude. They abound ia 
tropical fruits; but none was offered in barter. 

At noon, on the 25th, they fuppofed they had 
got clear of the land, and next night they flood , 
under an cafy failj but to their furprife at day- 
light, faw land again in different diredions, and. 
had evidently paffed between two iflands in the 
dark. A clufter of fmall iflands were foon per- 
ceived ; but no figns of inhabitants. 

On the 28th, more iflands were fecn, and th« 
weather being hazy, they flood off from the land j 
hut as foon as it cleared up, they bore up to the 
moft weftern ifland. Two large canoes were 
lying on the beach, but no inhabitants appeared. 
A variety of iflands prcfented Uiemfelves almoft 
infucceflion: the laft in latitude 9 deg. 34 min. 
north, longitude 169 deg. 22 min. eaft, were fup- 
pofed to be the Barbadoes Iflands, difcovered by 
Lord Anfon. 
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Having now a clear navigation, they pro fecntcd 
their voyage without any remarkable occurrence, 
till the 31 ft of July, when they defcried Saypan. 
Next morning Captain Marlliall fcnt a boat on 
Ihore, to procure refrefhments, and to look for 
anchorage. In a Ihort time (he returned, laden 
with cocoa-nuts and cabbage j but as no conve- 
nient ftation for the ihip was difcovered, the cap- 
tain determined to make the beft of his way lo 
Tinian, to put the (ick on fhore -, the number of 
which was now increafed to an alarming degree. 

On the 5th of Augull this was put in execu- 
tion, and a tent ereded for the accommodation of 
the men. Here they found a great number of 
cattle, hogs, and fowls; but could fcarcely fecurc 
any of them. Next day the chief mate was fenl 
to look for water. The well, mentioned ia 
Anfon's voyage, was found quite dry; and do 
water was to be had within two miles of the land- 
ilig place. The boat, however, came back ladco 
with various fruits. 

Towards evening, the wind blowing a flrong 
gale, Captain Marfliall, fearful of confequenccs 
with much difficulty g( t the fick on board; and 
^ after riding out a ftorm during the night, in wbick 
they were in the momeiitary expedation of being 
driven on fhore, at day-break the wind Ihiftcd, 
mi which they cut their cables and got clear of 
land. Scarcely had they effedte^ this, ^^ he^ it be- 
gan to blow a complete hurricane, fo that it wai 
moft fortunate they were got into the open fea, or 
they muft inevitably have been daflied on the coaft. 

Thcremainder of the voyage prefented nothing 
new or worthy of remark. On the /th of- Sep- 
tember they came in fight of the Lema Ifiands. 
and next day anchored in Macao Koads. 

. VOYACr 
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LIEUTENANT WATTS, who had accom.- 
panied Captain Cook in his laft voyage, whea 
the fettlement at New South Wales was deter*- 
mined on, folicited and obtained leave to join in 
that expedition. He failed on board the Ladjr 
I^enrhyn tranfport. Captain Sever; and when that 
fhip was difcharged, on the 5th of May, 1788, he 
left Port Jackfon and returned in her. 

In a few days after they fet fail, the fcurvy be- 
gan to make its appearance. For fome days they 
h^d unfavourable weather, with thunder, light- 
ning, and rain. Oh the 14th, they came in fight 
of Lord Howe's liland, and Handing off and on, 
daring the night, next morning a boat was hoifted 
out, and Lieutenant Watts and a pahy went on 
ihore in fearch of turtle; but after exploring the 
difFcirent bays, they found no traces of any. Ano- 
ther effort, however, was made, as turtle would 
liave.been a valuable acquifition, but they faw 
only one. However, to make amends for this 
difappointment; they were very fuccefsful in fifli- 
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When Lieutenant Ball firft^ difcovercd iM$ 
ifland, he caught a quantity of fine green tanks; 
but it is probable, that the change of the feafoo 
ha4 caufecj ihera to emigrate. About xhsce 
leagues froin. this ifland* is a remarkably high 
pointed rock, which was named Bail's PyTami4« 
from the original difcoverer. 

They explored Lord Howe's Id and in various 
directions, which had every appearance of baring 
undergone* a volcanic re\H>l\ltion. Th6 foatbcred 
tribe are the fole inhabitants of this fpot, and 
from the fecurity they enjoy, they are amazingly 
numerous. Genets were moft plentiful: there 
were likewife large pigeons, and beautiful parrots 
'and paroquets. 

Though the foil in moft places is fandy, tb« 
ifland is well covered with wood, in which the 
mangrove, the bamboo, and the cabbage prevaO. 
The efculent vegetables are fcurvy-grafs, fpinach, 
chdive, and famphire. 

* After quitting this ifland, they profecutcd their 
voyage without any material occurrence, till the 
51ft, when they difcovered two i (lands, from the 
appearance of which, at a diftance, it was fuppofed 
fomc refrcflim^nts might have been procared; 
but on approaching one of them, they found 
themfelves greatly difappointed. However, Cap- 
tain Sever ordered a boat to* be hoifted out, and 
with extreme difficulty a party made good their 
landing on the rocks, which environ the ftiores. 
The whole illand evidently appeared to be a voU 
canic pro lu6tion. Part of it was covered with a 
long coarfc grafs, and the wild mangrove grew in 
great plenty. 

' 1 he extent of th*s ifland is about two miles and 
a half. It was well flocked v/iib, Krds, rats, and 
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xiiae^ but no freih water was found, though, from 
Lh.e gullies {ten in dilferent parts, it is certain that 
t niuft be fubjeft to very heavy rains. It waj 
::alled Macauley's Ifland, and two others, to the 
routhward, which were not examined, obtained 
the namcofCurtis'sIilands. 

The fcurvy, by this time, made the moft alarm-* 
ing progrels. Swelled gums, the ilefli black and 
hard, a contradion of the (inews, and total dcbi-r 
lity were the prevailing fymptoms of this danger^- 
ous malady. Wine was daily ferved outj but 
though that valuable antifceptic, four-krout, wag 
Cin board, the fick at firft refufcd.to eat it. At 
]aft, however, they were glad to fubmit to any re^ 
gimen that was likely to alleviate their fuffcringsj^ 
tor, in a ihort time, only ten perfons on board, 
officers included, were capable of doing duty. 
To add to their diftrefs, they had a feries of unfet- 
tled weather, and contrary winds, which delayed 
their progrefs. 

At lad, on the 7th of July, they fell in with 
the fouth-eall trade wind, when it was determined, 
to be the moil eligible courfe, in their deplorable. 
fituation, to proceed to Otaheite for refrelhments/ 
In a few d^ys they were off Oaitepeha Bay in, 
that ifland, when feveral caivoes caoie along-lidc 
■with provifions. In (landing in for Matavai Bay,, 
the fliip was in great danger of ftriking on the. 
Dolphin Bank ; but at lall Ihe was brought fafa 
to an anchor, though not e^a^Stly in th^ ft^tiot^ 
wiibed. 

No fooner had they ibcured the fliip, than the 
natives, who had watched their motions from tlie 
bca^h, furrounded them, crying out, ^* Tayo, 
Tayo,'* that is friends s and '' Pahi no Tutti," 
CfHiKs Jhif^ Xhey did not gome ^mpty handed,,; 

r I ^^^ 
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but had brought plenty of the choice produAioof 
of the place. They feemed rejoiced to fee the 
Englilh, and difpofed of their various commodi- 
ties on moderate terms, and in a very amicable 
manner. 

In the evening, the chief of Matavai came oo 
board, in whom Mr. Watts recolleded an M 
friend, and they mutually recognifed each other. 
The chiefs name was Mona, and from him ihfr 
learned that Otoo was ftill alive, but then abfeoL 
He alfo informed them, that Maheine, the chief 
of Eimeo, after the laft departure of Captain Cook, 
had landed at Oparree, and dedroyed all the ani- 
mals and fowls within his reach, while O' too wac 
obliged to take refuge in the mountains. 

Next day Oediddee, a former friend of the 
Englilh, paid them a vilit, and in a very a^cc- 
tionate manner enquired after his acquaintances. 
He took great pleafure in reviewing his excur- 
fion on board the Refolution ; and as it appeared, 
no (hip had touched here fince Captain Cook's, 
they concealed the death of that officer, and 
made Oediddee a prefent, as if coming from bim« 

Oediddee confirmed the report of the deftrac- 
tion of the cattle by Maheine, and farther inforax- 
ed them, that Omai and the two New Zealand 
youths were dead. 

In the evening of the 13th, a meflcnger brought 
a prefent from O'too, confiding of a pig, a dog, 
and fome white cloth. Next rooming a prodigi- 
ous concourfe of the natives was obferved on the 
beach, when they were informed that O'too wa 
among them. On this intelligence. Captain Sc* 
vcr and Mr. Watts immediately went on (here, 
and found him furrounded by his people, among 
"horn were feveral women cutting their fore- 
beads 
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eads with the ihark's tooth. But what pleafed 
nd fufprifed them mott, was to lee the portrait^ 
f Captain Cook, carried by a man in the train o{ 
)'too, and to hear that he was never without this 
aemorial of his friend. 

Nothing can more fully prove the tender and^ 
aviolable friendfliip of O'too for Captain Cook, 
3an the care hehad taken to preferve this pidure, 
/hich was painted by Mr. Webber in 1777^ ao^ 
iven to the chief, as a remembrance of a man ' 
/horn he had fo often ftudied to oblige. A cha- 
after in which fuch a fleady afFedion is difplayed^ 
auft be an ami«ble one! 

After the fir ft falutations were over, Mr. Watts 
Qvited 0*too to accompany him on board, which 
^'as readily coinplied with; and the portrait of the 
amented navigator was carried with him. He 
ifited every part of the Ihip, and feemed afto- 
»i(hed to fee fo many men in a debilitated ftate. 
ie confirmed the account they had heard of the 
leath of Omai; adding, that there had been a 
kirmiih between the people of UJitea and thofe 
»if Huahcine, in which the former were vido- 
ious5 in confequcnce of which they had carried 
iff a great part of Omai's property, s 

O'too appeared much improved in his perfon* 
md preferved his original charader, of paying a 
liberal attention to the wants of the Engliilu 
During their day at Otaheite, he daily paid them 
1 vifit, and was always accompanied by a woman, 
cvhofc advice he alked on every occafion. Thit 
female was neither fo handfomc nor fo elegant iu 
bcr manners, as the generality of her countrywo- 
men are, nor could they difcover whether flic wa«t 
aftually the wife of O'too *. 

• Sec Captain Blights voyage, whare Q'too 49 called Tinah, j 
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The king aod all his chiefs were very nrpcnt 
irith them to go to Eimeo, and revenge tbclr 
qaarrel ; bat to this requefi a pofitive refuial vas 
pmdently given. 

Though, from the feafon of the year, a icardtr 
of vegetables might have been expeded» they had 
the pleafure to fee them brought in the grcatct 
perfedion and abundance. Hogs were anoazing^ 
multiplied, and fowls were tolerably plenty. Sock 
goats and cats were alfo offered for barter, ani 
Captain Sever purchafed a male and a female 
milch goat with two kids. 

The bread-fruit was now exceedingly plentifcl, 
a$ was the Otahcite apple. The natives likcwll; 
produced feveral pumpkins and chilipods, tb'' 
produce of the Relblution's garden. They cocli 
not, however, be prevailed on to eat any of tL« 
pumpkins themfelves ; and as for the chilipod<. , 
they reckoned them poifonous. Many of tte 
vegetables^ introduced by Captain Cook, had beta 
loft for want of care. 

As no ihip had touched here for fomc years, 
iron began to be exhaufted; and their avidity u 
to procure articles in that metal was extreme. 
Red feathers, which had formerly been held ia 
fuch high eftimation, were now little regarded. 
Thus we fee the lluduations of faihion are tht 
fame In kind, in all countries, though not in de- 
gree. ♦ 

As the iituation the (hip lay in, was not a rcrj 
eligible one, and it was thought difficult or unlai? 
to feek for a better, the officers did not venture 
much on <hore> and of confequencc the informa- 
tion they received refpeding paft events, or the 
prefent ftate of the ifland, was much more limited 
than might have been wilhed or cxpeded, fnxa 

Mr. 
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Vfr. Watts in particular, who was no ftranger to 
iie place. 

There was, however, great reafon to fuppofc, 
hat moft of the European animals were deftroy- 
:d, except goats, which had evidently increafed. 

The crew having recovered here, in a furprifing 
nanner, and being fit to attend to duty. Captain 
lever thought it advifable tio run down among 
he Society Ifles^ and accordingly they got under 
vay, very early in the morning of the 23d* 
Though they wifhed, to keep their departure a 
'ccret, left they ihould be incommoded by th6 
lumbers of the natives in taking leave, it feems 
hefe friendly people had taken the alarm at the 
notions they obferved, and Ihewed much concern 
hat they were about to lofc their vifiters fo foon. 
Dcdiddee regretted their departure very feelingly, 
ind importuned the captain to take him to Ulitea ; 
)ut O'too interpofed his authority, and begged 
je might not be taken from Otaheite. On this 
3cdiddee fhed abundance of tears, expreffed how 
inhappy he was, and when he put from the Ihip, 
lever once took a parting look. 

O*too, with, much feeling, remarked what a 
ong period had elapfed fince the Refolution and 
Difcovcry were at Otaheite, and begged that the 
Knglifli would not abfent themfelves To long any 
iiore; he defircd much to have fome horfei 
Drought him, and as he was quitting the ihip, 
liked for a few guns to be fired, which the cap- 
iain readily complied with. 

On the 25th at noon, they faw the Ifland of 
rluaheine; but owing to light winds, it was many 
lours before they could reach it. The Ihip kept 
Ending off and on till the 29th, during which 
>criod, the pativeji brought oif plenty of refrcfh- 
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dents, but were lefs moderate in their Semtflcs 
than the Otaheiteans. 

• On the 2(.fth, they brought to offOwharrctr- 
bour: the natives every where Ihewed ihemtri 
mod friendly attention, and liberally fupplici 
them with provifions. In the eveniag of thisdari 
an elderly chief, named Tutti, whom Mr. Wa: J 
recogniled as an old friend of Captain Cook-i 
confirmed the intelligence tliey had preyiod!^ 
received refpcfting Omai. It feems that hc«.i 
conftantly purchaling, either neceflaries or fapr 
fluitiesj and that he wa^ asconftantly irapofedcl 
by his countrymen. Had he lived much long'-: 
from his weak extravagance, it is probable, :i 
might have been reduced to want. He die^ 
however, a natural death at his own bonfe. C'l 
his deceafe, the men of Ulitea attacked them M 
account of his property, alleging, that as he v-l 
a native of their illand, they were his lawful bdr^ 
Tntti laid, that thefe people having prevailed *: 
force, carried away a confiderable part of his r 
maining efFeds, particularly his mulkets, i: 
jlocks of which they broke, and buried the gc- 
powder in the fand. 

The houfe, which Captain Cook had caufcd I 
be ercAed for Omai, was ftill in good repair, 3 I 
had been covered by a very large one built alVl 
th^ country fafhion, in which the chief of u< 
illand had taken up his refidence. 

Having recruited the health of the crew, r I 
taken in a competent fupply of provifions, coot: 
ing of hogs, fowls, and fruits of various kiri 
thry took their leave of thefe hofpi table peo; 
on thc'2d of Auguft, and ftood to the north-w i 
On the Sth, they defcried a low flat i(land,ap; 
rently well wooded, which was called Pcnri. ^ 
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Efl^Hid. It is fituatcd in g deg. 10 min. fouth 
latitude^ 202 deg. 15 piin. caft longitude. 

Xn the afternoon of the 20th, land was again 
fuppofed to be in light, but there was afterwards 
Teafon to think that they were deceived by a fog- 
bank J for after lying by all night, next morning 
the illufion was no more. 

In the evening of the 23d, being in the vicinity 
of an illand and a reef, as laid down in Anfdn'd 
cbart, they brought to for the night. Next day 
ganncts and various other birds flocked round the 
ihip^ but no traces of land were perceived. 
^ Proceeding with profperous gales, nothing re- 
markable occurred till the 15 th of September, 
ilrhen they came in light of Saypan, and next day 
Tioian faluted their view. Mr. Aultis was fent 
on fliore, to endeavour to procure a bullock, of 
"which great numbers were feen grazing on the 
iiland. In a few hours he returned with onej 
and next morning, having call anchor in the road, 
a party landed to hunt. 

For fome days they had light winds, with fre- 
quent Ihqwers over the land, and found the cli- 
roate anfwer Commodore Byron's defcription very 
accurately. 

Soon after they anchored, they obferved a buoy, 
and drew up an anchor which the Charlotte tranf- 
port bad been obliged to leave here. The party 
on ilicre alio found fome fpars, and 'three water- 
t|aiks, quo* of which was full. From thefe cir- 
cumltances, they con je6tured that the Charlotte 
b ad l3een driven out of the road by adverfe winds, 
and unable to regain her liation. 

From the concurrent tellimony of navigators, 

it appears that the Road of Tinian is never fafe 

nor long tenable. The Lady Penrhyn met with 

Vuj.. IX, P unpleafant, 
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Boplealatit, fqoallj weather, and was obliged to 
fhift her grouod. On the 29th, the wind appear- 
ing favourable, thef weighed anch(H'> and cooti- 
naed their voyage. 

The well at Tinian did not afford more than 
three tuns of water a day, nor was this of a good 
quality, being fomewhat brackilh. They ob^in- 
ed here two bulls, eight hogs, and aboat a dozen 
fowls. Thefe animals were numerous, but (by. 

The bread-fruit was not quite in feaibn» and 
the fame may be faid of the guavas, which are 
very abundant. The mean fbite of the thermo- 
meter, during their ftay, was 87 deg. they wot 
peftered with flies to the laft degree. 

From Tinian, the voyage was cnprodudive of 
remarkable events : they anchored in Macao 
Roads on the 19th of 0£lober^ and in doe time 
, \i(ited their native land. 
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VOYAGE OF 

CAPTAIN BLIGH, 

TO THt 

SOUTH SEA, 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONVEYING THE BREAD* 
• FRUIT TREE TO THE WEST INDIES. 



FEW voyages, in the prefent age, have excit- 
ed more intereft or regret than that which 
is now under confideration. The bright pro- 
fpc6ts of its commencement, and the fuccefs that 
attended it, till danger and defeat were little to 
be apprehended, only ferve to throw a deeper 
ihade over its melancholy clofe. In its various 
fcenes, it prefents features to allure and repel ; 
it records events that alternately infpire hope and 
chill with defpair) and yet it feenis as if the 
drama muft ever remain incomplete, for the ca- 
ta(;rophe, to this day, is only partially known. 

In confequence of a petition to his majefly, 
firom the Weft India planters and merchants, 
that the bread-fruit tree might be introduced 
into thofe illands, the king was graciouily pleaf- 
cdtocondefcend to their requeft, and a veflcl 
of two hundred and fifteen tons, named the 
Bounty, was purchafed and equipped for this 
purpofc. The command of her was given to 
P 2 Lieutenaoi 
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Lieutenant Willfem Blight of the nary, lybo, 
having formerly failed with Captain Cook, ai«l 
lia>4ng a local knowledge of the iilan U from 
wl^ich Hiis valuable plant was to beobtaic^l, 
* was juftly confidered as a proper perfon to be in- 
trailed with the condud of /ach an enterprifc 

A confiderable time was fpcnt in fitting up 
the (hip in fach a manner as to anfwer tlie prin- 
cipal purpofe' of the voyage, and no Care or cx- 
pence was fpared in the general equipment. 
ihe was provifioned for eighteen months, arid ad- 
ditionally f applied with every article that could 
preferve the healths of the crew, or tend to pro- 
mote a friendly intercourfe with the natives of 
the South Sea Iflands. 

The complement of officers and men amormt- 
<jd to forty-four, be fides Mr. Nclfon, a botafiifl. 
and an aliiilant under him, both reconuncudcd 
by Sir Jofeph Banks. 

On the 4th of November, the Bounty arrivoJ 
^t Spithead, and on the 24th, the captain rroerr- 
ed his iinal inlirudions; but the wind proviDg 
extremely unfavourable, fome time elapied be* 
/ore they could proceed on their voyage. 

kt laft, on the 23d of December I787, they 
failed from Spithead, but in pailing dowo tbe 
Channel, they experienced very ftormy weatiMT, 
in the conrfe of which they fuSered ievercly. 
On the 29th, the gale abated, and the weather 
became moderate, and in this ftate it generally 
continued till they reached Teneriffe. 

As they were approaching this iHand, on tbe 
4th of January 1/88, they fpoke a French (hip 
bound to the Mauritius; and next day they an- 
^horcU in the Road pf Sanu Crua» 
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• As (bon as the ihip was fecured, the captain 
lent Mr. Chriftian, who makes fuch a confpicu- 
ous, but unfortunate, figure in the hiftory of this 
▼oyage. to wait on the governor, to folici,t re- 
freftments, and liberty to repair the damages the 
ihip had fuflained in palling down the Channel. 
The governor fent a very polite reply, and offer- 
ed whatever accommodations this illand afforded. 
On its being intimated to him, however, that the 
Jnglifh meant to falute, provided he would re- 
turn the compliment with an equal number of 
guns, his excellency, from too pun6lilious an ob- 
fervance of etitjUette^ obferved, that he did not 
return the fame number but to perfons of equal 
rank with himfelf ; and, of confequcnce, this 
ceremony was wholly omitted, though without 
occafioning any mifunderfianding. 

Soon after, feveral officers came on board to 
compliment Captain Bligh on his arrival ; and, as 
fbon as it was convenient, he landed and paid his 
perfonal refpefts to his excellency. 

The bufinefs of the ihip was carried on with 
all due difpatch, and leave was folicited and ob- 
tained for Mr. Nelfon to examine the country 
for plants and natural curiofities. As there was 
^ ftrong furf on the Ihore, the captain contra6ted 
for every thing to be brought off to the Ihip, and 
agreed to give five {hillings per tun for water. 
Very good wine was purchafed at ten pounds the 
pipe J but this was the mod unfavourable feafon 
for refreftiments in general, and the price, of 
courfc, was high. The corn was full five (hil- 
lings a bufljel, and beef was not only dear, but 
very poor. From March to November, however, 
fapf.lies may be had here on reafonnble terms j 
anid wiue; at every feafon, is good and moderate. 
F 2 , , _ _Jteneriffc^ 
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Tcoeri^ tboogh coofiderably without the 
tropic, is lb uearly within the limits of the tradft 
wisd, that navigators generally ileer to it fcook 
the eaftward. The Road of Santa Craz lie* am 
the call 5de of the iiland, at the extremitj di 
a range of barren, craggy, bills. 

The lauding on the beach is generally icn{>rac* 
ticable, or, at leatl, dangerous with Ihip boats^ 
bnt there is a fine pier where this may be e^Tnctcjl 
w'iihoat much riik, when the fwdl in the tomd 
Is rnodrratc. 

The lower clafs of the inhabitants exhibit s 
great degree of want and wretchednels j but tbe 
governor had benevolently taken feme pains tt 
alleviate their ills. He had i d ft itu ted a charitable 
fbciety, which fupported and employed one btia* 
dred and twenty poor girls, and as many boys* 
The captain was (liewn this afylum by his excrl- 
lency, and he had the pleafure to remark, that 
chcerJuluefs and conteiit brightened every coaik* 
teiiance. 

The decency and neatuefs of the females, ztid 
the order in which they were arranged at lb<ir 
fpinuing wheels and looms, were worthy of a-I- 
miration. They were engaged in tlie maDofac« 
ture of ribbons, coarfe linens, and tapes, under 
the fuperintendence of a govemefs, and appeared 
to exeeute their work in the rood perfetl ilyle. 
Thefe girls are received for five years, at tbe ex- 
piration of which they are at liberty to marry, 
ajid, as a portion, are allowed the in>))lemenls of 
tJKrir trade, and a furo of money proportioned to 
the fichnefs of the fund. 

The men and boys are employed in coarfer fa- 
bricks, fuch as blanketing and woollen cloths of 
«U kiuda. If they become infirm, they arc al- 
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Ifiwed t6 fpend the remainder of their daya in 
t4iis afylara, and are carefully attended by a vigi- 
lant infpe^tor, and daily vilited by the governor 
and a clergyman. 

By this humahe inftitntion, jj number of peopid 
are rendered happy and induftrious, in a country 
"where the climate naturally difpofes them to in- 
dolence^ and brings hs confequent poverty along 
nvitli it. 

- The whole number of inhabitatitsof this \{hnd 
jR eflimated at from/ eighty to oi e hundred thon* 
ibtid. They atimiallj- export about twenty thou- 
iand pipes of wine, and half that quantity of 
brandy. TeneriflTe, indeed, is confidefed as ihb 
moil valuable of all the Canariesj btit as the 
cnltivation of vines is chiefly attended' to, they 
are fonietimes obliged to have recourfe to thc^ 
licighbouringilhnds for corn. 

Tlie town of Santa Cruz is about h^lf a mile/ 
each wdy, in extent, and is re-gularly buHt ; but 
the ftreets are very ill paved. The natives are 
fnbjcd to few difeafesj but if any epidemic 
complaint breaks out, it makes terrible ra;lrages j 
f<Or which reafon they are very caotioos in a^mit^ 
tliig iliips to have any comnrtunitation with thd 
ibore, tliat cannot produce bills of health. 

Having finifbed the neceifary bofinefs at Te-» 
nerific, they failed again on the lOth, iti ^ood 
bealth and fpirits; and to render the duty as" 
cafy as poffible, the captain divided the peopte* 
into three watches, a regulation which he thinics 
might be advantageouffly introduced into theirJa-' 
line fervice. 

Next day, they loft fight of land, when the 
captain fally acquainted the iliip's company with 
the nature iiuid ^end o£ tbd yoyAf^ and gave ti^^m. 

affurancc* j 
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aiTurances, in the name of the admira1hr» of cer- 
tain promotioa to iuch as ihould eodeavour to 
defer ve it. 

For feme days, nothing material happeocd. 
FiQiing lines and tackle were dillriboted among 
the men, and large fhoals of fiih frequently far- 
rounded tfie ihip. 

On the 7th of February, they pailed the line» 
when the weather, which had been rainy, be- 
came fine, and the trade wind wafted them on at 
a confiderable rate to the fouth. 

On the \6th, at day-break, they faw a fail to 
the fouthward, and next day came up with herj 
when fhe proved to be a whaler from London, 
bound to the Cape of Grood Hope. By this lliip 
the captain wrote to England ; and foon loH fight 
of her. 

After pading the equinoftial, the weather bad 
been fine and clear, but fo fultry, as to occadon 
faintnefs and laffitude. The thermometer ranged 
from 80 to 85 degrees. 

In pafling through the northern tropic, the air 
was generally temperate ; but a thick haze fur- 
rounded the horizon, which generally cleared 
away at fun.fet. -Between the north-eaft and 
fouth-eafl trade winds, the calms and rains, if of 
long duration, are apt to produce ficknefs, unlefs 
great attention is paid to ventilation and other pre- 
cautions ; but, by the endeavours ufed, tliey paflT- 
cd the low latitudes without a iingle complaint. 
. In the evening of the 21 ft, they i'aw a fail at a 
diftance, but could not diftingtiifli what country 
fhe belonged to. Next day, they got out of the 
trad« winds, and had fome heavy Ihowcr*^, by 
which they profited, and obtained a tun of water. 
They were now about one hundred leagues dif- 

tant 
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tiftit from tbe coail of Brafil, and as the wind 
blew from that quarter, fome buttrriiies and 
otiicr infeds were wafted thence, and fell on the 
deck. 

. ■ On tbe 2d of March, Mr. Fletcher Chriftian, 
mate, who had charge of the third watch, wag 
appointed lieutenant. From every part of Cap- 
tain Bligh's condu6^, it appears, that he particu* 
•larly favoured this infatuated youngman. 

in a ihort time, the change of temperature be- 
came very perceptible, the variation of the ther- 
xnometer, in the courfe of one day, being no lets 
than eight degrees. That the health of the peo- 
ple might not fuffer by this fudden tranfition, 
the captain ordered them to put on tlieir thicker 
clothing, which had been provided on purpofe 
before they left England. 

On the 10th. being^n latitude 40 deg. 8 miu* 

' fouth, longitude 55 deg. 40 min. weft, they found 

foundings at eighty-three fathon^ depth. Next 

day, they faw many whales bf an immcnfe iizey 

with two fpout-holes on the back of the head. 

At intervals' they had been pretty fuc^efsful iiV 
Hibing, and about thi& time they caught a pot- 
poife, which was eaten with good relilh. 
- On- the 19th, it was calculated they were with- 
in twenty leagues of Port Delirfe ; but as thtf 
Vind blew freih, with foggy weather, they did 
not attempt to make laud. They pa fifed ^ good 
deal of rock weed, and faw many whales, alba- 
troUes, and other marine birds. 

In the morning of the 23d, they difcovered th* 
roaft of Terra del Fuego» and foon after came off 
Cape St. Diego. As the wind was unfavourable, 
tbe captain judged it moil advifable to go round 

by 
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by the edftward of Staten Land, ratfier than to 
attempt the Straights of La JVIaire. 

They kept fome leagues diftance from the 
coaft, to have the advantage of a regular wind ; 
and coming in fight of New Year's Harbour, 
Captain Bligh was almoll tempted to put inj 
but the latenefs of the feafon, and the good fiaic 
of health the men enjoyed, determined him, at 
laft, to proc^d to Otaheite direft. 

For fome days, they llruggled with donns and 
contrary winds off this perilous co^ft ; bat, oa 
the 3lft, the wind changing into a favourable 
quarter, gave them hopes of accompli (hi ng their 
palTage round the Cape without much difticulty. 
This favourable appearance, however, was of 
ihort duration: the wind veered round again, 
and loon increafed to a gale more fevere tban ever 
the captain had witnefled before, and the wavei 
broke with mountainoas violence and height 
Hail and fleet fell at intervals, and a confiant fire 
could fcarcely keep the crew either warnn or dry. 

In this inhofpitable region they were funroond- 
ed by albatrolTes, the blue petterel, and the pin- 
tada. A grea<t many of theic were caught with 
baited hooks. 

On the 6th of April, the weather again became 
moderate and the wind fair, of which they took 
all the advantage in their ^ower. On the pth, 
the ftorms recommenced ; and the (hip began to 
labour and to become leaky. The decks being 
wet, the captain humaneiy allowed thofe who 
had bad births the ufe of the great cabin to hang 
thei/ hammocks in ; and an unrenutting atten- 
tion was paid to keep the clothes as dry as pofi* 
blc, wliich is found elTential in preferving health. 

Notwidi- 
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Notwith (landing all their exertions, they had 
the mortification to find that, owing to the 
ftorms and contrary winds, they were daily lofing 
ground. On the 13th, the fliip rolled fo much, 
that one man broke a rib, and another diilocated 
his Ihoulder by a fall. The gunner, who had 
thfe charge of a watch, was confined by the rheu- 
matifm, and this was the firfl i|ck lift that had 
appeared. 

The period of the full moon approaching, it was 
hoped that the weather might prove more favour- 
able 'j but this defirable event did not take place. 

During this confli6t with winds and ftorms, 
having caught many birds, which were naturally 
lean and fiihy tailed, they tried the experiment 
of cramming them with ground corn, and found 
that it Jfucceedcd admirably. The pintadas, by 
this management, became as fat as ducks, and 
the albatrofles not inferior to fine geefe. Some 
of the latter birds mcafured feven feet between 
the extremities of their wings. 

On the 20th, the wind died away in the morn- 
ing; but towards noon, it fprung up again from 
the weflward, and foon blew ilrong, with fnow 
and hail. 

Next day, the latitude was found to be 58 deg. 
31 min. fouth, longitude 70 deg. 7 niin. weft, 
which was nearly feven degrees to the eaftward 
of their ftation on the 9th. 

RefleAing on their prefent fituation and paft 
ineffedual toils. Captain Bligh faw how hopelels 
it was to perfift longer in attempting a paflage 
in this diredion. Already they had been beating 
about for thirty days in this tempeftuous ocean, 
and, for fome time, inftcad of advancing, found 
themfelves ftill farther from carrying their point. 

Oa 
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On the other band, from the general prff*» 
lence of the wellerly wiods in hi^h rocihcm lati* 
tudfs, there wai a great profpect of having aa 
expeditious voyage to the Cape of Good Ho^ 
and, from thence to the eailward, roand Nc<r 
Holland. Moved by thefe confideratioos, in the 
evening of the 22d, the wind then blovring ftrong 
from the we(t, the (hip was ordered to wear, ao4 
they directed their coOrfe to the Cape, to the 
groat joy of all. 

The fick lift was, at this time, increafed to 
eight ; but as the complaints were chiefly fuch si 
aroie from the inclemency of the cliiHate, and 
the fevere toils of the navigation, they were not 
conlidered as very fcrious or lafting. 
' The pafljge round Cape Horn, in the fummcf 
feafon, has feldom been attended with much 
danger, and is certainly to be preferred to the 
more diftant routes to the eaftward, ronnd the 
Ciipe of Good Hope and New Holland. Captaio 
Bligh tliinks that had they arrived here only a 
month earlier, they could haveetfe^ed their pai"- 
lage with eafe. 

The wefterly winds and ftonny weather coctl- 
nuliii^, convinc( d the captain of the propriety oi 
bij» determi.iation. They were foou wafted to 
the latitude of Falkland Illands; but as that 
iiock of water was futiicient to carry them to the 
Cape, and little elfe was to be expected on thoic 
illands, they continued their conrfe. 

On the 9th of May, they were near the fitus- 
tion of Triltan de Cunha, according to the b'ft 
authorities J but though the weather was fMfh*!- 
cntly clear to fee land at fume diltance, and they 
lie by during the nig'u, this iliaud did not lall 
•"•'thin their view. 

2 Bclnj' 
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Cein^ convlncocl that there rauH: be< ibme niii- 
lake in the charts, they gave up their learch of 
tliis ifland, -and refumed their courfe towards the 
Cape of Good t|ope. On the 22d, they came iu 
figUt of Table !^ouj3tain, and iieered for Falfc 
Bay, and anchored in that p^rt of it called Si- 
mon's Bay on tlie i^irth. 

After faluti^ig the fort, the captain went pa 
fhore, and forwarded dit'patche^ to the Cape, to 
announcp their arrival. By a Dutch Uiip, theigi 
bound for Europe, letters were fent to England y 
and the repair* of the veifijl, and the watering 
and provihoning bufinefs wer^ expedited as 
much as poflible. The crew was daily fupplied 
with foft bread and vegetables 3 and the atten- 
tion of the governor co-operating with the zeal 
of the captain, to render tlieir fituation as com^ 
for table as could be wiihed. 

C-aptairt Eligh fays, that Cape Town is confi* 
derAbJy enlarged iinc^ his laft vilit to it^ and that 
every thing was much advanced in price. Mut* 
ton cofl four pence a pop^d, and other articles in 
proportion. 

During their flay here, they took in feeds, and 
plants adapted to the climate of Qt^heitc, In 
this they wer^ greatly alhftcd by Colonel Gordon^ 
the commandant of the troops* This diftinguifhr 
ed character mentioned, that in his travels into 
the Caftre country^ he had met with a native, 
who tQld him there was a white womaq apd 
a child among his. countrymen, fuppol^ to b^ 
one of the unfortunate perlbns belonging to the 
Grofvenpr Eatt Indiaman, which had been wreck- 
ed on the coaft; and that ihe frequently embrace- 
ed the child and wept bitterly. The colonel be* 
hiZ then on h^^i return hon^c^, ani \m healtlj^ 
XoL.iX,' ' U muck 
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much injured by the fatigues he had midergooet 
could only make a friend of the native, and bf 
prefents and future promifes, engage him to car- 
ry a letter to this woman, and bring back an an- 
fwer. Accordingly he wrote in EngliQi, FrcDck 
and Dutch, deiiring fome mark or fign might he 
returned to fatisfy him that there was a pehbe 
of her unfortunate defcription j and that on re- 
ceiving fuch token, every effort ihould be made 
to procure her liberation. The Caffrc was apfa- 
rently delighted with his commiffion, but ncitr 
returned; nor had the colonel ever heard §m 
thing farther rcfpeding him. From varioa 
floating reports, which had reached Colonel Got 
don, it appeared probable, that fome of 00 
countrymen had been feen among the Ca&es*r 
but nothing certain could be aflinned on that 
melancholy fubjed. ) 

After lying thirty-eight days at this place, 
during which the health of the crew was cob- 
pletely reftored, and ample fupplies were procor' 
ed for the remainder of the voyage, they left the 
Cape on the 1ft of July, and loon loft fight of 
land. For the firft week they had variable winds, 
with much thunder, lightning, and rain; sod 
afterwards they had generally flroog gales be- 
tween the fouth and weft. 

On the morning of the 38th they defcried the 
Jiland of St. Paul, and before noon were within 
a league of the (hore. The higher parts of the 
iftand were covered with verdure, fnppofed, hov* 
ever, to be nothing more than mofs. Its extent 
is about Ave miles in length, and between tvv 
and three in breadth. It appears there is good 
frefli water on this fpot, and a hot fpring, which 
boils food to as great perfedion as fire. The 
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road Hes in 38 deg. 39 min. fouth latitude^ and 
77 deg. 39 min. call longitude. 

Captain Bligh pafled this ifland without com- 
ing to an anchor; and on the igth of Auguft 
tJ:iey came in light of Van Dieman's Land. Next 
<ia^ they attempted to lleer into Adventure Bay, 
"but were prevented by contrary winds. At lall, 
however, they found a fafe and fecure liation, 
-where they moored the Ihip. 

Captain Bligh now went in the boat to fearch 
for a convenient place to wood and water at, 
-which he had the fatisfadion to find at the weft 
end of the beach. The water, though entirely 
fupplied by the clouds, was good and well tailed, 
and eafily acceffible : in the fummer months the 
gully which contains it is perfedly dry. 
- There were no ligns of the natives having late- 
ly vifited this part of the coall, or of any Euro- 
pean veflel having touched here, fince the Rcfo- 
lution and Difcovery in 1777- From fomfe of the 
trunkB of trees, then cut down, Ihoots had arifen 
twenty-five feet high, and fourteen inches in cir- 
cumference. 

On the 22d a wooding and watering party was 
fent out, under tlie command of Mr. Chriftian 
and the gunner. The furf was very firong near 
the beach, fo that the wood was obliged to be 
zafted off in parcels to the boat. In the courfe 
of his excurfion this day, Mr. Nelfon found a 
tree in a thriving Hate, of the enormous fize of 
thirty-three feet and a half in girt, and of a pro-' 
portionable hfeight. 

Moft of the foreft trees were at this time Ihed- 
ding their bark, which the botanill was convinc- 
ed they did annually. Many of ihem were one 
btindrcd and fifty feet high, but were frequently 
Q 2 decayed 
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decayed at the heart, and on account of tfef-r 
^vei;^ht were, little adapted for the purpofc of 
nvMU, though convertible toalmofle^eryothcrnfr. 

They had pretty good fuccef* in filhing mnth 
hooks and lines on board the lliip; but in h2ul- 
ing the feine on fhorc, they were lefs fortanale. 
They faw a variety of beautiful bird^, araonj 
which pnroqnets were the chief 5 but difoDvetrd 
few that were fit for food. 

The weather was unfettlcd for fome days, bet 
the bufinels was carried on with alacrity, k 
one of their rambles on ihore, they faw the tronk 
of a dead tree, on which had been cut A. D. 
1773. This muft have been done by feme cf 
Captain Furneaux's people, fifteen years beforr. 
Such traces, of thofe united to tis by the ties of 
country or of kindred, have a very impreffive «'- 
f eft, when difcovered at a diftance frotn hom-. 
A man muft have a rery infenfate heart, who 
\t^ill feel no emotion on fuch an occafion. 

The eaft: fide of the bay, having a good M, 
and being pretty clear from wood, was ^xcd en 
as the mod proper fituation for receiving fomcct 
the fruit trees which bad been brought from ifcc 
Cape of Good Hope. Accordingly, in the nrvpft 
feleft and fafe fpots, Mr.' Nelfon planted a varletr 
of the moll efteemed fruits congenial to the cli- 
mate, with tv.o forts of Indian com; and it is to 
be hoped, that future navisjators will reap the 
benefit of this benevolent a6t. ~ 

On the ift of September, for the firft time, 
they obfervcd figns of the natives being in the 
vicinity. As it was expe6^ed they would come 
up, the captain remained all day near the wot>i- 
ing and watering parties, ready to receive tliem; 
Ijut they did nut approach, and the furf would 

not 
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not permit a boat to land on the p^ivrhere they 
werefeen. 

Next day Captain Bligh determined to court 
an interview with the Indians, and advanced to- 
wards Cape Frederick Henry, where they had been 
obferved. In a Ihort time, about twenty perfons 
came out of the wood, and the men^ in number 
about twelve, defcended to fome rocks, where the 
boat might get near them, .while the women re- 
mained behind. 

The Englifh approached within twenty yards 
of the fpotj but tinding it impoflible to land, 
the captain threw fome prefents aihore, which 
they viewed, with a timid caution, till con- 
vinced that they were intended for them. Cap- 
tain Bligh made iigns for tliem to go to the fhip, 
and they returned the compliment, by inviting 
him to laud, which was at prefent imprac- 
ticable. 

In this party the captain recolleded a man dif- 
tinguifhed for his humour and dcformit}', who 
had been feen in 1777* on the fame coaft. None 
of them had ofFenfive weapons -, they fpoke with 
great volubility j and talked fitting on their heels, 
with their knees clofe to their arm-pits. They 
were perfedly naked j their Ikin is fcarified about 
the ihoulder and breaft, and is of a dull black 
colour. One of them was painted- with red 
ochre, probably to mark fuperiority. 

Brown, the affiftant to the botanift, having 
made an excuriion in fearch of plants, fell in 
with an old man, a young woman, and two or 
three children. The old man, though at firft 
alarmed, was reconciled by a prefent of a knife. 
He, neverthelels, fent away the female, who ap- 
peared to obey with reluctance. In his botani- 
Q 3 cal 
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cal tour, Brn^ ^obferved fome ini(crab1c wlj- 
wains, with fcarcely any furniture in them. 

The New Zealand tea-plant, as it is called, 
grew here in great abundance. It has a fn*a!l, 
pointed leaf, of a pleafant fmell, \rhhrh, bring 
gathered and dried, anfwers the purpofe of tea*. 
Its feed is contained in a berry about the fizc cf 
a pea, quinquefid at the tup. 

On the 3d of Scpternbcr every prepamtion war 
made for failing, but a calm prevented. Tbe 
natives fcemcd dcftitnte of curioiity: they did 
not even deign to look at the Ihip, nor ihc-or i 
difpolition to profit by an intercourfb vrith ttc 
ilrangers. 

Next day they left Adventure Bay^ "^itb a fa- 
vourable breeze, and foon paiTed T^Iaria's I Hands 
which appeared woody, and likely tofurnilh con- 
venient nations for Ihipping. 

In l/Sp, Captain Cox^ of tlie Mercnry, fonnd 
a harbour here, which he called OyfterBay, pcr- 
fefrly fecure from all A'inds. 

Having got clear of the land, they dircdcd 
their courle, with an intention of paffing to the 
fouthward of New Zealand, and with a prolpeA 
of having conflant wefterly winds; but cxperi- 
etice convinced them that their expe^ations 
were ill-founded. 

On the 14th, they were in thelatitij^e of Xcv 
Zealaiid, and frequently law fea weed ; but pnr« 
pofcly kept at a diftance from the coaft. On the 
19th they difcovered a cluflcr of fmall rocky 

* As the Chinefe tea has nothing b\Jt fafhton to rccomir.ci^ 
it, might not the New Zealand tea, by the Unftion ol autno- 
rity, or the preval- nee of cxampi'», I'Mm fj^crfc4c it* u4c ? 
Wc coalj wiiu to kc the ex|ierin>cnt Iri-i, 

iOands^ 
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flands ; tut the wind was unfavourable for ap- 
>roaching thefrh, and the weather was too thick 
:o fee them diftin<Stly. No verdui^e was perceiv- 
ed on any of them 5 there were> however, white 
>atc1ies> relembling fnow or marble. The lati- 
ude of thofefteril fpots, \i47 d^g.^iAmm, fouth; 
ongitnde 179 deg. 7 min. eaft. 

On the 2d of O6tober, during a ftate of calm, 
r nambef of blubbers wierc obferved round the 
[hip, which in the night emitted a luminous ap- 
pearance, as bright as the blaze of a candle, while 
the body itfelf remained opake. 

About this time thej)eople caught albatr6(fe« 
>f a very fuper or fizf, and fattened them in the' 
fame manner is they had doiie off Cape Horn,' 
atid with fimilar fuccefs. 

On the 9th, one of the mo(l robuft feamen died 
[>f an ailhmatic complaint, of which he had Ihewn' 
no fymptoms before they landed in Adventure 
Bay. This was the firft natural death in the" 
coarfe of the voyage, and proves tfiat, with -pro-' 
per management, man may paf» through every 
variety of climate with little danger. 

Nothing material occurred till the 25th, when' 
they difcovered the liland Martea, or Ofnaburg, 
which they patfed on the north fide, and found 
it remarkably fteep. They faw ^ut few habita- 
tions. One, however, on a fmall eminence, de- 
lightfully Iheltered by a grove of cocoa- trees, par- 
ticularly attradtcd their notice. A few of the 
natives ran along the fliore, waving large pieces 
of cloth J but the furf rendered any comraunica* 
tion with them impra6ti cable. 

On the morning of the 26th, they canrie in 
fight of Point Venus, in Otahiete, and foon after 
anchored in Matavai Bay. The natives immedi- 
ately 

♦Digitized by Google 



175 blicb's totaos^ 

atcly came off in their canoes, and when tkcf 
found they were Britifb friends, expreffcd great 
joy, and foon covered the deck of the ihip. Btor 
enqniries were made refpeding their IbfBcr 
fiends. It feems, notwithflanding the care of 
Lieutenant Watts, in the Lady Penhiyn trans- 
port, which had been here a few months bcfoR. 
that the natives had obtained fome knowledge d 
ihe^ death of Captain Cook j but as they were igoo- 
rant of the circumfiances attending it, Captaia 
Bligh Uridly cautioned his men from acqoaifit* 
ing them with particulars. 

On the part of the Englifh, it is natural to fop- 
pofe they Ihould be folicitous to know the fate cf 
Omai; and all accounts agreed, that he had died 
a natural death, about thirty moons after Captaia 
Cook's departure. The New Zealand boys bad 
likewife paid the debt of nature. This wtsi 
fen£ble mortification to Captain Bligh ; but the 
great good-will which the natives difplayed^ for- 
ed to alleviate the lofs. 

Next day, feveral chiefs came on botrd, 
and manifelled their friendly regard. Arooaj 
thefe were Otow, the father of Otoo the king, 
who was then abfcnt, Orce Pyah, his brother, aW 
Poeeno, a Matavai chief. All thefe received tuit- 
able prcfents. 

The iliip being fecured, the captain went 03 
fliore with PJfeeno, by whom he was condudcii 
to the fpot where the tents had been pitched ia 
J 777, and the fame place was again appropriMcd 
for that purpofe. The chief introduced the cap* 
tain to bis wife and fifler, who were emplorcd 
5u flaining a piece of cloth red, and Chcfe temaio 
received him with much kindneis. A nun,bcr 
of people now thronged round the houfe, to p4j 
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hdr congratulations ; but when they found the 
leat affe^ed him, they politely drew back. ^ 

The captain now made enquiries about the 
•attlis ; but the accounts he received were by no 
neans favourable. After a fhort ftay, he prepar- 
ed to take his leave, when the women dreifcd 
nm in the Otaheite faihion, and taking him by 
he hand, condudted him to the beach. In this 
valk, he had the pleafure to obferve, that' the 
fland had received fome benefit from the former 
ifitsof the Englllh, as feveral fruits, introduced* 
)y them, had arrived at perfedion, and were now 
offered fbr fale. 

The fame day thepii'i^ure of Captain Cook was^ 
wrought on board to be repaired. The frame was 
>roken, but the painting had been well prelerv^ 
id, as has been mentioned in a former voyage. 

On the 28th, the captain was infoimed, by a 
neflenger, of the arrival of Otoo, who was now 
»lled Tinah, and a boat was lent to condudt him 
)n board. He came with many attendants, and 
hewed great fatisfadion at feeing the Engliih. 
3e introduced his wife, with whom the captain 
oined nofes, the cullomary falutation. She was 
lafned Iddeah. The name of Otoo with the title 
3f Earee l^ahie had defcended to their eldell fon, 
I minor, as is ufual in this country. 

Thcfe perfonages had brought a prefent, and 
the captain did not fail to make an adequate re- 
turn, which was highly gratifying. Tinah de-- 
fired fome gfeat guns to be fired, and as the iliot 
fell into the fea at a great diftance, the natives' 
exprefled their furprife by loud acclamations. ' 

Tinah and his friends (laid to dinner. This 
perfotiage was no lefs dittinguiflied for his dzcr 
tbaa bis rank, being about fix feet four inches 

tig!^, 
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high, and proportion ably float. His wifc'wis 
likewife of a very fupeiior iize, with an animated 
and intelligent countenance, and appeared fob* 
about twenty-four years of age. They all eat tc- 
ty heartily ; but the women apart. 

Provifions were brought off to the ihip in ttc 
greateft abundance ; and to prevent any difpoies, 
Mr. Peckover, the gunner, wa^ appointed to no- 
nage the traffic with the natives. In a ihort ticae 
they became fo intimate with the crew, that 2^- 
moft every man on board had his /jo, or tricni. 
who fupplied his wants. 

Mr. Nclfon and his afliftant being fcnt to lock 
for the bread-fruit, reported that the objed of tix 
iniflion was likely to be accomplifhed with cafe: 
but to prevent impofition or difficulty, the real 
delign of the voyage was enjoined by the captaia 
to be concealed, till he could found the chic6 in 
the manner he wilhed. 

Next morning the captain returned Tinah'sv:- 
fit, and made him a more liberal prefcnt than be- 
fore, dillributing, at the fame time, different ar- 
ticles to the principal people about him. The 
children in arms were not overlooked ; and ibc 
natives feeing this, with much humour, tooknp 
boys of ten or twelve years oi age, that thcr 
might come in for a fhare of the beads and otbcr 
trifles. 

In his return. Captain Bligh called on PocfDC 
and an elderly chief related to him, named Mo- 
annah, the principal man in the diffrid, wt'i 
whom it was prudent to be on good tcnm. A^ 
their iituation was eligible for a garden, be 
planted fome cucumber, melon, and fallad feed*, 
and promifed them fruit trees, which pJai- 

cd 
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td thtm not a little. At this time the bread-fruit 
md cocoas were in high perfedtion. ^ 

In the afternoon, Captain Bligh received a 
nagnificent prefent from Tinah, which was con- 
ferred with all the ceremonies of an offering. It 
confided of hogs, bread-fruit, and cocoa-nuts. 
The Otaheite breed of hogs feems to be fupplanted 
37 the European, on account of their larger iize. 

To particularize the unimportant tranfadions 
yf every day would be tireforae. The inter- 
changes of civility, hov^ever grateful to thofe who 
snjoyed them, can give little entertainment ta 
readers, particularly when they relate to a peo - 
pie whofe manners are fo well known as thofe of 
Otaheite. We fliall, therefore content ourfelves 
with feleding the mofl lingular or novel occur- 
rences. 

On the 3 1 ft, the captain went to Oparee, the 
neighbouring diftri ft, in reality to fee what fuc- 
Bcfs Mr. Nelfon had in finding the bread-fruit 
plants there, but oftenfibly to pay a vifit to young 
Dtoo, the fon of Tinah. For this youth he pre- 
pared a magnificent prefent, not unfuitable to his 
lignity, and proceeded with his father to the 
place where he lived. In the courfe of this ex- 
curfion, the captain obtained morQ particular in- 
formation refpefting the cattle, and found that^ 
after they had become produdive, feveral of 
them had been killed and eaten by the Eimeo 
people, or carried away into that ifland'. 

Tinah obfer\'ed the concern Captain Bligh ex- 
preffed at the deftruAion of thefe animals, and 
feemed pleafed, rather becaufe he hoped he would 
e>;ecute revenge on the men of Eimeo, than be- 
caufe he valued the cattle. On learning, how- 
ever, that he jntendcd to vifit forae of the neigh- 
1 bourinj 
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bearing iflands, Tinah eameilly advifed kkfiir( 
to leave Matavai, obferving liat they »crc a- 
friends to King George, and would lupplj th 
Engl I lb with every thing they wanted. 

The captain replied, that on accotint of ibcj 
good-will, King George bad lent out fonac ralcL.- 
bic prelents to him, •'* and will not you Tiaah. 
added he, ** make feme return." ** Yes/rcjoict. 
the cldef, ** I will fend him any thing 1 bavt 
He then began to enuiperat^ the different artio 
he polltiVed, and among the reft, mentioned tJ- 
bfi. ad-fruit. This was the point to which it ^ 
w ilbed to bring the converfation, and the capLi- 
feizii.g the opportunity, which appeared incidr:- 
tal, told him that the bread-fruit would be \c 
acc^ ptable to lying George j on which Tinah p: - 
mi led that plenty fliould be put on board, 3i 
fecroed delighted that he could gratify the Kir: 
of Great Britain at fo cheap a rate. 

They now proceeded to vifit Otoo the Ear 
Bahie. Tinah told the captain that no per:. 
could fee his fon who was not uncovered dour 
the fliuuiders. Captain Bligh replied that lie i 
no objt cation to pull off his hat, the fame 2» . 
would do to his own king ; on.thi^, Tinah thr.- 
a piece of cloth round his ihoulders, and t!*^ 
both went in. The young king, whoappeart. 
to be about fix years old, was brought out ce 
man's Oioulders, clothed in a piece of fine wbi: 
cloth, and a prefer* t was made hiro, and to uxl' 
of the other children of the royal family^ v-- 
•were brought up together. 

Tinah himfelf had uncovered his (boulders, *• 
ilid his attendants in this vifit. In their return 
they were entertained at Tinah's houfe with ; 
^uocrt of a dfujaa and three- flufe»- ^^^ F-' 
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Formers were complimented by the captain with 
fome prefents ; and when he was about to depart* 
this fociable chief defired him to iire his pocket 
piliol, the foofooe ett etft a» he called it. The re- 
port gave an ele6lric fhock to the crowd j but 
finding no harm done^ they ih«wed figns of appro- 
bation. 

On the 2d of November, Mr. Chriftian was 
fent with a party to ere^ the tent ) and with the 
confent of the chiefs, a boundary line was drawn 
round it, to prevent the intrufion of the natives* 
None were to pafs this without leave. This par- 
ty con n (led of feven perfons, belides Nelfon and 
his aHiilant. 

After dinner, at which T^nah was a guelt, the 
captain was. invited to accompany htm with a 
prefent of provifions to a fociety of the Arreoys^ 
whofe licentious manners, in promifcuous com- 
merce with the fex, and in kiiling all the child- 
ren which are the produce of it, have been men- 
tioned in Cook's Voyages. 

On arriving at the beach^ a large quantify of 
bread-fruit, ii^ogs ready dreifed, and cloth was fecn 
colle^d. At a few yards diftance fat the prin- 
cipal Arre6y, who was addJeflcd by one of Ti* 
nah*s people in a pretty long fpeecb. The pre- 
fents were then laid before the Arreoy with much 
form, and Captain Bligh was inflro^ed to repeat 
feveral fentences didated by Tinah^ the mining 
of which he did not underhand. This being h- 
nifiied, he was introduced to another Arreoy from 
Ulitea> and delivered an oration in the fame 
manner. Tinah, uoderftaiKling that the captaia 
had children in his own country, defired him to 
make another offering in favour of tbcm. Tq 
this he complied, without knowing the tacaoing 
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of what he was doing, or how his children coriJ 
be concerned in the tranfadion. His pronuncta- 
tion of coarfe not being very exad, occafiooed 
mnch mirth among the natives 5 bat the Ant- 
©jrs preferred a fteady gravity. 

It appears this inhuman fraternity is highly ^^ 
fpeded, and is compofed of men di Aingoiflied /or 
their valour or fome other merit. Tinah coofinT- 
cd that he once belonged to it, and that his fire 
t>orn was killed ; but that he afterwards quitted 
the fociety. 

As an excufe for a pradicc, fo difgracefol to htt- 
fnan nature as infanticide, the natives fay they aft 
too populous, and that it ferves to keep the nom- 
bers down. Howe\'er, none of the lower raab 
Jire ever admitted into the Arreoy fociety, fo tkit 
the increafe of them, it feems, is not regarded as 
sin evil. 

As the ftfoftg^ft inftalKC of the barbarity d/ 
of tliis inttitution> Captain filigh fays he was is* 
formed, that the chief of the diftrid of Teliali& 
who had married a fitter of Otow, had defiro^ 
eight children as foon as they were bom, and af- 
terwards adopted a nephew as his heir. We fhod- 
der at the recital of fuch a tragedy ; and exccrair 
<he foil that fupports fuch monfters. 

On mentioning thefe circumilances, Captais 
Bligh fuggefts an idea, and to tliofe who haw 
power to give it effc€t, it fcems very worthy of 
coniideration. He thinks that the luperflox of 
the natives of Otaheite might be advantageocdir 
tranfported to New Holland, an^ thus not 00b 
|>eople a defert, but preferve the life o( nomben. 

On the 5th, they began to take up the plants, ao4 
were cheerfully affifted by the natives, who pcr- 
feaiy underiiood the bufincA of mfing and pnuh 
^ them. * ... 
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, The Inhabitants ftill reforted to the fliip and 
brought provifions in abundance. Some of the 
chiefs condantly dined on board, and feemed to 
reliili the wine. Abotrt this time a ludicrous in • 
cident happened. The Ihip's barber had brought 
a painted female head^ well drefled, and having 
given it a body, it was partially exhibited, and 
che raaiour was foon fpread that an Engliihwo- 
cnan was on board. This excited their curio(ity« 
and when thqy were introduced to the doll, they 
gave a general ihout of approbation. Many of 
them were deceived, and aiked the ,captaiu if it 
'uras }iis wife. One old woman ran with prefenta 
of cloth and brfad-fruit, and laid them at her feet. 
'Fhe joke was at lail difcovered, ^nd all feemed to 
enjoy it, except the old lady who had made the 
prefents, which expofed her to the ridicule of her 
countrymen. Tinah and all the chiefs madi 
piadAT enquiries refpeding the Britifh ladies, and 
importuned the captain next time he came to 
bring a fhip full of them. Even the Otaheiteaa 
females, joined in the requefl: with them jealou* 
€y is little known. 

While the captain was at dinner on the 8tht 
*rinah folicited permiiBon for a man, he called 
h^s taowah, or prieft, ta come down into the ca- 
bin. This being granted, a religious converfation 
was brought on. They faid their great god wa$ 
named Oro ; and that they had many inferior dei« 
tics. They then enquired if Captain Bligh had 
a god ? if he had a fon ? and who was his wife \ 
The captain told them, he had a fon, but no wife. 
The next quefiion was, who was Jiis^ father and' 
mother ? The captain replied he had neither 5 at 
which they laughed exceedingly 5 obferving, 
*' You have then a God who had never a father 
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or mother, and has 9 fon without a^wife V Tik 
ihews that the fublime myfteries of divioe xevda- 
tion ar^incomprehenfible to a people wbo are Ha 
little enlightened i and it is probable they tfaoogbi 
their own fyftem of theok^y more rational tSa 
the ideas the captain gave them of his. The 
minds of ignorance ibould be illumioatcd by de- 
gree^. A few general principles are as much ai 
they are qualifieid to receive at once. 

The weather now being fine^ the captain ws 
Jnvked to a heiva> which was performed by tv» 
girls and four men. This condfted of fuch w«- 
ton geftures and motions as have been defcribed 
in former voyages. After this a wreftliog matd 
took place, and a fcene of ribt and confufion bo- 
gan. A party of the Arreoys exercifed a privilege 
they are allowed, of flripping the lemales of fudi 
clothes as they think proper, ^nd fome of them 
were left in a ftate of pure nature. One jom; 
woman made a refblute defence, and feemed u> 
befpeak the captain*8 intercellion, who immediate- 
ly refcued her from being flripped. . In all the 
conteilsi Iddeah was umpire, and her ded£o» 
gave univerfal fatisfa6tion. 

Ih tlie courfe of the captain's converfatki 
with the natives, he found there was dill a boU 
and a cow on the Ifland of Otaheite ; bnt that 
they were in different diftrids, and thus rendend 
ufelefs. Before his departure, he found means 10 
bring them together, and to leave-them io (vfA 
hands as were likely to take due care of them ; £) 
that the breed of cattle may dill increafe here. 

The collation of bread-fruit plants continoed 
to accumulate, and a feW were fent on board ts 
fee how they would thrive. The major part 
however, were kept pn ihore by the advice of ik 

botanit^ 
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botatiift, who thought they would be moft 
bealth/j and fooneft flrike in this iituation. 

In the .afternoon of the 21 ft. Captain Bligk 
wras prefent at another heiva, which feemed in- 
tended in compjiment to the ftrangcrs. Twelve 
men were divided into four ranks, with two wo- 
men in the front, and behind them all, ftood a 
prieft who made an oration. During this, the 
pidure of Captain Cook was placed lE>y Captain 
Hligh's fide ; and when the pried had Sniihed, a 
piece of white cloth was wrapped round the por- 
trait, and another round the captain, A cocoa- 
nut leaf was then laid at his feet, and the fame 
ceremony was paid to the pifture. After this, tlic 
dancing began in the cuftomary dyle. 

Tinah and hi« wife were conftant vifiters oii 
board. The Jady, it appeared, had a ^onnedioii 
^rith the fervant who fed her hulband ; and wheg 
this was mentioned in her prefence and that of 
her hulband, it only afforded them occaiion for 
merriment. But to the licentious pidure of the man^ 
ners of this dii!ipated ifle, which has been drawQ 
iyy fome in too glaring colours, w« will not add 9 
f ingle touch. It iliall only beobferved, that in^ 
clination feems tO' be the only binding law of 
marriage at Otaheite. 

On the 25th, the celebrated Oberea, or, as C3p* 
tain Bligh calls her, Obcrcc-roah, paid then> a vi- 
fit. She was now old *and corpulent, and with 
difficulty was helped into the fhip. As foon a^ 
^e faw the captain, fhe clafped his knees, and 
fexprefTed her happinefs at this meeting, by a flood 
of tears. Her fervants then produced fome pre- 
fentfi, and fhe was accommodated with a ttiat ta 
fl^ep on at night. She had with her a favourite cat; 
bred iiom pne given her by Captajn Cook k\ i 77T'' 

a^ Wilt 
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With much feeling, fhe recited the niisfortixiKS 
that had befallen herfelf, her fon« and £dead», 
fmce the Englifh had left Otaheite. 

While they lay here, fome petty thefts wcr; 
committed by the natives j but the chiefs alwjT» 
exerted themfelves to reprefs this pilfering difpt- 
iitiou, and to recover what was \o&. About the 
beginning of December, Tinah had bogon t5 
build a new houfe/ and the Eogliih carpeoim 
were allowed to affift him. Soon after, the wea- 
ther became very unfavourable, and the rain df- 
fccnded in torrents. The river was fweUed k 
much with the rain, that the point of land, when 
the tent was fixed, became an iHand. The 6a 
broke fo high on the beach, that all conunamo- 
tion with the (bore was fufpended : however, Ti- 
pah and his wife ventured off, and came on boafd, 
and ex^prefled their apprehenlions for the falc^ 
of the fhip. The friendly attention ^of the b» 
tives on this occaiion deferved every pniife. 

From the appearance of the weather, it wv 
3udged unfafe to remain longer in Matavai Bay, 
and preparations were made tor failing as icon ji 
podible. 

On the dth, the furgeon died* He bad Cant* 
ly ever flirred out of his cabin of late, hot m 
not apprehended to be in a dangerous iace. 
However, on being removed into a more airy i- 
tuation, he died immediately. This anfortanatt 
man was much addided to drinking, and was k 
indolent, that nothing could prevail on him to xtk 
proper exeroi fe, (le was buried on Hu^Pe, by the 
confent of the chiefs, and the natives attended 
bis funeral with due folemni^. Some of tboi 
were very inquifitive what; was to be done with 
^e lurgcfta's cabin, on account of appaiitionsj 
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-for they fuppofed that the dead is always fur- 
rounded by Ipirits, that would devour any perfoi) 
who came near them by night. 

On the 17th of December, the weather being 
fine, the captain took a walk into tlie country, 
attended by Nelfon and Moannah. In the courfe 
of- this excurfion, through a beautiful and fertile 
country, they came to a moral, where the priefts 
n^'erc performing their devotions. Sixteen men 
-were fitting on their heels, and in the front was 
a pole covered with a plaited cocoa-rnut branch^ 
After various prayers and refponfes, an ofF(^ring 
of plantains and bread-fruit was left for the Ea- * 
tua« Thefe people al]ced the captain and his 
friends to partake of a baked hog ; but he declin*' 
ed their invitatiopj that he might have more time , 
to fee the country. Continuing their progrefs up 
a valley, they came to a cafcade full two hundred 
/eet high, which the natives confider as the great-^ 
eft curiofity in the iHand. Underneath is a pool 
eight or nine feet deep, in which they make a 
role to bathe at leaft once in their lives, probably 
irom fome fuperftitious motive. 

The hills here converge in fuch a manner, that 
they are only a few yards apart j but they are 
urell covered with wood. Seeing the difficulty 
of proceeding farther, the captain returned, and 
dined with an old friend of Nelfotf s, who ferved 
them with {haddocks^ which the botauiil had 
planted here in 1777' 

As the captain had not determined whether he 
ihould proceed to the Ifle of Eimeo, or to Toah« 
joah Bay, near Oparec, Tinah and his other 
friends flicwed much folicitude, and by the moft 
endearing attentiong, endeavoured to perfuadcJ 
kirn wt ta proceed to Eimeo. To eoroply ^Jtb 
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thdr wi(bes as far as was fafe or prudent, C^ptait 
Bligh had explored the bay near Oparee, and 
finding it proper for bi^ purpofe, fignilied his in- 
tention of proceeding thither^ which dififofed a 
general joy. 

On the 24tb, feven hundred and Cewtnty-icm 
pots of the bread-fruit tree were taken oo bond, 
all in a healthy flate ; and next day the ihip wm 
unmoored^ and proceeded to ToahroahBay, wbeic 
they anchored, after being in fooie danger fnm 
4he veflel grounding. 

Immediately, the principal people welcoiaoi 
their arrival, and prefcnts were offered with inodb 
folemnity to the God of Brittannee, to 1^^ 
George, and to the captain. A fpeech was tbea 
returned by one of his friends in the captais's 
name, iignifying that he accepted the prefeati, 
and giviog advice to the natives to abilain fiwa 
theft, to trade in a friendly manner, and to coo- 
form themfelves to the ufual regulations which 
had been ellabliihed. 

This proved a delightful £tuation, and the 
/hip lay in fecurit)'. The plants were landed* aod 
the fame party went on ihore «8 at Matavai. 

Early in the morning of the 5th of JanoaiT 
1/89, the fmall cutter was milling; and oama^ 
tering the fhip's company, four men were faaad 
wanting. It appeared that they had defcrtcd, 
«nd taken wiih them ei^ht fland of arms and am- 
munition ; but their objeft, or the place of tbetr 
retreat, was unknown. In a fhort time the cot- 
ter was brought back by the people of MataTti, 
and the captain was informed that the deferten 
had departed in a canoe for the Ille of Tethnna. 

On receiving this intelligence, the captain fofi* 
^Upd the aOittancc of Hie- friendly dueit to briaj 
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rlieiii back, adding that he was determined to re- 
cover them. They readily engaged to exert 
themfelves in this fervice ; and after fome time, 
:lie deferters, finding themfelves p^urfued, made a 
•nerit of neceffity, and returned and furrendered 
Jieiiafeives. 

One of the officers having inadvertently pluck- 
^ a branch from a tree called tutuee, which bears 
the oil-nut, and was growing at a morai, had fix- 
^ it to the pofls of the houfc, on which the na- 
tives all retired. They faid the houfe was taboo, 
and that none might approach it till this inter- 
di&loti was taken off, which could only be done 
by Tinab. The captain was much difpleafed at 
this piece of wanton indifcretion, as the effect it 
had upon the natives was not unknown ; and ufed 
his interefl with Tinah to get the taboo taken ofF^ 
on which the natives reforted tp them as before. 
In taking a walk with Tinah, on the l6th> near 
a burial place, the cries of grief reached, the cap- 
tain's cars ; and approaching, he found a number 
of women, one of whom was the mother of a 
young female child that lay dead. On feeing 
iSrangers, they not onjy ceafed their mourning, 
but burft out into an iftimoderate fit of laughter. 
The captain obferved'^to Tinah, that they could 
feel no real forrow, on which he jocofely told 
them to cry again } but thev did not refume their 
Gaourxiing at his command. Unfeeling as thiii 
condu^ may appear, they are in general very af- 
fectionate parents : but death, among thefe live- 
ly people, is ftripped of many of thole terrors in 
which the ferious and refie^ing drefs it. 

About this time one of the feamen was punifh* 
cd with nineteen lafhes for flriking an Indian. 
The chiefs made great interceffion for his par- 

dom 

Digitized by GoOgl^ 



igO JILt6H*S VOYAOE. 

don ; but it would have been un(afe to grast i^ 
Bs it was a dired violation of the moft pofitive or- 
jders, and mfght have led to dangerous coole- 
quences. 

On the lad day of January, all the chefts were 
taken on fhore^ and the in£de of the ihip wafhed 
with boiling water, to kill the cockroaches, wiiidi 
would have been fatal to the plants, if fiiffbied tc 
increafe. Mice and rats were kept down by good 
cats and traps. When Captain Cook was 1^ 
here, the rats were fo numerous and fo tame, thii 
they flocked round the people at their meals fa 
the lake of the offals ; but iince the introda^ca 
of cats, they are much reduced, and driven ts 
their holes. 

After breakfafl, the captain took a walk to 
Matavai, to ffee the cattle and the gardens. Tinab, 
who accompanied him, was already perfe^y ftn- 
pified with a too potent doze of ava. Iddcah wm 
alfo of the party, and on all occafions (he appear- 
ed to be one of the moft intelligent perfons Cap- 
tain Bligh had met with at Otaheite. In the vi- 
cinity of Poeeno*s boufe, they faw the bull and 
cow. To his and Tinah*s care they had b«a 
intrufted by the captain, who having purchased 
and brought them together, had a right to com- 
mit them to thofe who were moft likdy to rcgan! 
his recommendations*. Though many ihingi 
had failed in the gardens, fome Indian com and 
various fruits were in a thriving ftate. 

Having returned on board to dinner, Tinah. 
to the captain's furprife, feriouily propofcd tloi 

■ • Though the goats hid multiplied, the natives coold mX 
^e induced to ufe their milk, and aiked the Engliih why tker 
did ooc aUb milk fow^ 
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i« abd liddeah fhould pay a vifit to King George, 
N-ho, he faid> he was fure woald be glad to fee 
bim. To wave this propofal without oflTending,- 
:he captain told him, that he would reprefenf 
bis wuilies to his majefly, aftd that if he came^ 
igaiuj he would bring a larger Ihip with fupe- 
rior accomn>odatioD8. Tinah exprefled great ap- 
prehenfions that he fhould be attacked by his 
snemies, as foon as the Englifh left Otaheite, and 
t)iat they would be too powerful f6r him. It is, 
indeed^ too much to be feared that the attentions 
af their new friends ferved to excite jealoufy 
among thofe who wferelefs favoured j and that 
they would unite again^ the objefts of their par- 
ticular regard. 

A few days after, a young man, in a wrcftling 
match, had his arm put out of joint at the el- 
bow. Three of his countrymen immediately 
took hold of him, and two of them, fixing their 
feet againfthis ribs, reduced the dillocation. The 
captain being prefent, had fent for the furgeon 5 
but before his arrival all was well, except a fwell- 
ing occafioned by the tenfion. Thefe people, 
indeed, have lltill enough to cure fra6tures with 
fuccefs ; and inflances have occurred of* their' 
performing amputation, and healing the wound 
hi a mafterly manner. 

On the 6th of February* the Captain difcover- 
od, with much concern, that the cable, by which 
the Ihip rode, had been cut clofe to the water's 
edge; in fuch a manner, that only one firand was 
left entire. As the wind had blown frefli in the 
night, the danger they had efcaped filled them 
with juft alarm. Tinah came on board foon 
after this was perceived ; and though the captain' 
could not fufped Wm of being privy to this dia- 

k b(4h;at 
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bolical adion, he infiiled, in peremptorf tenni, 
on his difcovering the ofiender. The anger he 
cxprefled created fo mnch dread, that fereral t: 
the chiefs, and their fupilies, immediatdj fid 
to the mountains. Tinah, howeVer, and his wi£r. 
with the confcioufoeis of innocence, remaioe^ 
and endeavoared to convince the captain ci tk 
unreafonablenefs of his anger againx them, pro- 
mifing to ufe evety poflible means to bring tk 
guilty perfon to juftice. 

This occurrence filled Captain Bligh with tie 
moft unpleafant reflexions. The behavioor c: 
the natives^ where they lay, had been fo tmiforah 
ly friendly, that it feemed cruel to fufped thoa ; 
and, therefore, he was willing to fuppofe ths: 
^3me fbrangers had been guilty of this deed. 
Unah kept his promife of exerting himfelf k> 
trace the oflender, but in vain -, and the capcaifl, 
anxious not to violate the friendfhip which bfti 
fo happily fubfifled between him and the chie6i 
fent to invite them back; but flill urged theoi, 
as they valued the favour of the King of Eog- 
land, to endeavour to deted the guilty. 

From fubfequent events, however, there is too 
much reafon to imagine, that fome of his owb 
men had attempted to run the ihip on ihaic; 
which would have anfwered their criminal de- 
igns, without expofmg them to the danger thcf 
atterwards incurred. But, from whomSoevtt 
this attempt arofe, due precautions were taken 
to prevent a repetition of it, and a reconciliatioo 
took place with the natives. 

This afternoon. Captain Bligh Tj^ved «n in- 
vitation from the Earee of Tiarrabou, the eatlcfa 
aivifion of Otaheite, to pay him a vifit ; but, on 
account of the diltancc, he Wai oUiged io «• 
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^fofe lumfelf, which he accompanied \<rxth a hand* 
^me prefent, at the fuggeflion of Tinah. This 
«hief appeared deiirous that others ihould parti- 
cipate m the bounties of the Engliih } and> in 
this, he not only confulted friendihip and per- 
^OD^l attachment, but alfo political conliderations. 
On the llth, the captain was entertained with 
St beiva. It began with a dance of two young 
^irls to the mufic of drumg and flutes ; and, at 
ahe concluiion^ they fuddenly dropped their drefs» 
and left it ^ a prefent. After this^ the men 
glanced, and, in the indecency of their geflures» 
they exceeded all he had feen before, and, on 
this account, were much applauded by their 
cotintrymen. 

After this entertainment, he went to pay his 
Tcfpeds to the widow of Towah, the late Eareo 
of Tettaha : her name was Wonow-oora. She 
-was feated on the beach j and» after an inter* 
change of ofterings, called otee, between her and 
Tinah, the latter advanced and embraced her in 
a very afFedionate manner. The old lady return- 
ed his kindnefs with tedrs, and many exprefiions 
of regard. The captain invited her on board j 
but ihe excufed herfelf on account of age and in- 
firmities. 

On the 13th, the captain was informed by Ti- 
nah, that many flrangers had arriycd from dif- 
ferent parts to be prefent at a grand hei?a, which 
he had prepared in honour of him. On landing, 
he foimd a great concourfe of people, and Tinah 
and feveral chiefs advanced to meet him.. The 
company being feated, the heiva commenced \)y 
women dapcing ; after which a prefent of cloth 
and a bread-plate were laid before the captain. 
This ceremony being over, the men began to 
Vox. IX. § wrcflic. 
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wrellle, and confulion enfued. Old Otow i^ 
queded the captain to interfere^ ad there wot 
people from different diftri6ts, who harbo u red 
animotity againft each other. In an inftait 
all was tumult: every man took his annsi 
and the captain retiring to his pofl, put fats mot 
in hodile array, and immediately gave orden for 
two guns to be fired from the fhip without iboc 
This had a good effeGt ; and as all the chiefs ex- 
erted themfelves to reftore order> the a^fra^ w0 
ibon at an end. 

During this tumult> Tinah and Iddeab ihewcd 
the mod amiable folicitude for the captain's fkfe- 
tyf and when it was over, returned with tbt 
pleafing news. 

Tinah had ordered three hogs to be dreflcd, 
and a quantity of bread-fruit, which be direded 
the captain to didribute in fuch a manner as wa» 
calculated to give fatisfadion to the natires. 
This was certainly an indance of true politenefsr 
he widied to give the captain the credit of the 
bounty without the expence of it. Indeed, Ti- 
nah diewed many proofs of liberality, both to the 
Bnglidi and the natives -, and his hofpitality wm 
without olG^entation. 

In a few days. Captain Bligh was invited to 
be prefcnt at a wredling match by women. They 
challenge and attack in the fame manner as the 
men ; but fhew lefs temper and more animo6ty. 
They are faid fometimes to engage in this eser- 
cife with the men 5 and Iddeah is confidered at 
a champion among her fex. 

About the end of February, a native died at a 
fniall didance from the Englifh pod. The cap- 
tain, curious to fee the funeral ceremonies, wai 
dcfiroufi ip gttcnd j but \x;{^<^ he <wild reach th« 
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i\f^t the corpfe was carried to tlie toopapow. It 
lay bare, except a piece of cloth round the loins, 
and anotlier round the neck. The eyes >^ere 
clofed, and one of the hands was placed on the 
pit c^tbe (lomach, and the other on the breaft. 
On a finger of each hand was a ring, made of the 
fibres of the cocoa-nut tree, with a fipall bunch 
of red feathers lying near. Under the toopapow, 
a hole was dug, in which, at the expiration of a 
jnionth, the body was to be interred. In confor- 
mity to the European cuftom, which they hayc 
copiedi the dead of the higher clalfes are, fome- 
times, put in oblong wooden boxes. 

A theft being committed on the night of the 
1 ft of March, the natives, who had been apprized 
of it, and fearful of the captain's refeutment, 
fled to the mountains. Tinah was made ac- 
5|uainted with thefe circumflances; but, inflead 
of coming on board, he inftantly fct out in pur- 
suit of the ^hief 5 and, in a fhort time, the prin- 
cipal articles that had been ftolen were recovered, 
find the culprit put into the captain's hands, with 
orders to kill him. The captain expatiated on 
%he enormity and ingratitude of this offence, ob^ 
ferving, that the leall trefpafs againU the natives 
was puniihed with feverity, and that friendihip 
Required they (hould not fcreen offenders againft 
jhe Engliib. In the midft of this harangue, 
Tinah came up and embraced him, and the whole 
crowd cried out, " Tyo mity," or good friend. 

The thief belonged neither to Matavai nor 
Oparre, and as his pardon could oblige none of 
their friends, he was taken on board and dogged, 
by way of example. 

They now began to make preparations for 

(heir departure. Jinah, whofe afUilance facili- 
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tated.every part of their bafineis* hacl fiequ o id f 
exprefled a deiire of obtaining ibme fire«rnM aaA 
ammunition, to defend himfelf from the attadn 
of his enemies^ which he dreaded as ibon as tiie 
{hip was gone. To oblige and proted blaip At 
captain promifed to leave him a brace of pc#ak 
Which he preferred to muikets ; ofoferviog» that 
Iddeah would iight with one and Oe^iddee wiA 
the other. Iddeah, indeed, appeared to have 
more martial courage than her hufbaod, whaft 
fpirit was by no means equal to his iize. 

For fevcral days the weather proved very oa- 
favourable, and little occurred worthy of remark. 
On the 13th of March, a number of canoes ar* 
jrived from Tethuroa, in w^hich was a large trilie 
of the Arreo)s. Among the reft was an Afreof 
woman, of feme diftindion, on whofe anini 
a ceremony was performed, called hoorpippecw 
which feemed deligned as a public vifit to al 
their friends who were coUeded on the occafioo. 
The Arreoy men, as ufual, took their opportaoitf 
to plunder all the females who were near thorn. 
After tiiis, a prefent of hogs, fruit, and di^croit 
kinds of puddings, was prepared for youoe Oto% 
the earee rahie, which his mother accepted in his 
came. Captain Bligh, not chufing to confona 
to the ceremony of uncovering his (houlden^ ha4 
very little intercourfe with this young perfboagcw 
except by fpeaking to him fometimes acrofi a 
river ; but as he feldom failed to fend him iaam 
little prefents, his appearance always feemed to 
givepleafure. 

On the 14th. they were vifited by a rerj oU 
man, uncle to Tupia, the perlbn who failed horn 
thefe lOands with Captain Cook in 1769, aii4 
who died at BaUvia. This aged iire wa# created 

^itii' 
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^th much refpcft by the natives. He made fe- 
Teral enquiries after his nephew, and defired, 
^hen they came again, they would bring his 
bair. When Tinah had requefted to be carried 
to England, and the captain aiked what account 
be iliould give his countrymen, in cafe he did not 
live to return, he replied, that he mutt cut off 
bis hair and carry them^ and then all would be 
right. 

For fome days patt Tinah had been bufied in 
getting two parais, or mourning drcfles, made, 
vbich he intended as a prefent for King George. 
IVhen fini(hed, the)^ were hung up in his houfeas 
a public exhibition, and a long prayer made on 
the occafion^ the purport of which was^ that 
.the King of England might ever remain his 
friend, and not forget him. When he prefented 
the parais to tbe captain to be taken on board, 
be could not refrain from tears. Indeed, all the 
patives feemod to lament that their friends were 
fo foon about to leave them, and redoubled their 
l^indnefs and attention. 

On the 31ft, the plants were all taken on 
^board, confifting of feven hundred and fevcnty«» 
lour pots, thirty-nine tubs, and twenty -four boxes, 
gxclu five of the bread-fruit plants, they had col* 
je^ed fcveral others, indigenous here. Among 
the reft were the avee, one of the fineft flavoured 
fruits in the world j the ayyah, an excellent fruit 
iikewife; the rattah, not very diflimilar to a 
cbefnut j the orai-ah, a fuperior kind of plan- 
lain ; the ettou and mattej with which the na- 
tives dye a beautiful red} and tlie peeah, of 
which they make a delicious pudding. 

The captain now made his farewel pnefents to 

fcveral of hii friends -, but Ti^ah and fiis wife re* 
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m^ined vrith hiro till ibe laft. On the 3J cf 
April> the eve of their departure, the (hip was 
crowded with vifiters} but mirth and Hatncing 
on the beach were no more : all was fileot mod 
fotemn. 

Next morning, at day light, they weigbel^ 
and foon got out to fea. For fome time die fiiip 
(tood off and on^ and many canoes ilill attcadeJ 
them. Tinah and Iddeah preifed them mack 
to anchor in Matavai Bay, and flay one ni^kt 
longer ', but having taken leave of moft of fhrir 
friends, they were unwilling to undergo this pwA 
a fecond time* 

After dinner, the captain ordered the prefcat i 
intended for Tinah to be produced. Tbcy con- 
Cifled of the promifed piflols, two mullets, m 
good dock of ammunition, and other articks. 
^e then pointed out the neceliity of their bid- 
ding each other adieu. The chief and his wife 
took a moil affediouate leave, and at parting ex- 
claimed, Yourah no t' Eatua tee eveerah : *' May 
the Deity prote6t you for ever and e\*er !" Oa 
their going overboard^ they manned ihip, and 
gave three cheers. 

Thus, after a Itay of twenty-three weeks, on the 
4th of April l/Sg, they took their farewel of Ota- 
heite, where they had been treated with the ot- 
moft aifedion and regard ; and that fome of the 
Englifh were too feniible of the endearments, the 
following events demonftrably proved. 

Next morning, they came in light of Hna- 
heine, and f6on after brought to off the Harboor 
of Owharre. It was fome hours before any ca- 
noes came off, as the natives expected the fliip 
was coming to an anchor. In the afteroooo, 

^ were vifited by foveral canoes, and in one 
^ vas 

■ Digitized by Google 



*tn% a yoong man, who called the captain by 
name, and who had lived with Omai. He- gave 
the fame accoant a» has been formerly dated of 
the death of his friend, and informed them, that 
of all the animals which had been left with 
Omai, only the mare was alive 5 and that? moft 
of the fruits were deftroyed. Thefe people prefT- 
cd the captain to anchor, and Omai's companion 
Tcquefted to be taken to England. Neither de- 
xnand conld be granted. 

At fix o'clock they made fail, anfl ran between 
the Illands of Huaheine and Ulitea. Next morn* 
ing they direfted their courfe for the Friendly 
Jilands. 

On the gth, the weather became fqually and the 
Iky overcaft, and foon after they perceived a wa-*^ 
tcripont, which patifed within ten yards of their 
Hem without doing them any damage. It feem* 
ed to be moving at the rate of ten miles an hour^i 
find in fifteen minutes after, it difperflbd. 

As they failed nearly in the track of former na- 
vigators, new difcoveries were not much to beex»- 
pected 5 however, on the I Ith, thej' came in fight 
• of an ifland and feveral low keys. The ifknd had 
a very fertile afpe6t, and was coi'ered with cocoa- 
nut and other trees, interfperfed with beautiful 
lawns. The wind being unfavourable, they could 
not approach itj but next ddy, being off the 
moft fouthern key, they faw a number of people, 
and foon after a canoe came along-fide» without 
the natives fhewing either furprife or apprehen- 
fion. The captain gave them a few beads, on 
which they came on board. One of thefe people, 
who feemed to have an afcendency over the reft, 
joined nofes with the captain, in token of friend- 
ftip, and prefcnted him with a large mother of 
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pearl (htU, which he took from bis own ncdu 
and failened I'ound the captain'94 

Thefe people fpoke a diale£t of the langu^e 
of Otaheite. ' They faid the large, ifland w«t 
named Wylpotackee ', and that it was fabjed to 
an earee, called Lomakkayah. They pretcDded 
that they had neither hogs, dogs, nor goats in 
their country -, and though the captain fofpcdcd 
them of a fallacy, he ordered a young boar and a 
fow to be put into one of their canoes, together 
with feveral articles of iron and a looking-glaia. 
It was obferved that the chief monopolized the 
whole, on which one of the people exprefled mock 
diffatisfadion ; but after a little altercation, tbcj 
joined nofes and were reconciled. Several o# 
them wifhed to flay on board all night ; bat thm 
requeft was thought improper to be complied with, 
left the ihip (hould be driven off from the land. 
Juft as they were going away, they made tbft 
captain aprefent of a wooden fpear, pointed witl| 
the toa wood. 

On the 23d, they reached the liland of Anna-* 
mooka, when feveral canoes came along-fide of 
them ; but the captain could not rccognifc any of 
his old acquaintances. Next day» however, hm 
faw an old man, namexl Tepa, whom he immcdi'r 
ately recolleded. With this perfon he could 
converfe fo as to be Vinderftood^ and from him b* 
learned that Poulaho, Feenow, and Tubow wcra 
dill alive at Tongatabooj and that the cattle let't 
here had all bred. 

Soon after, the captain landed with Nelfon, to 
replace fome bread-fruit plants, that w«re ciiber 
dead or iickly. A number of the natives farround- 
cd them; and Tepa thinking they meant to make 
fon^ ftay Uere,offw^4 tbp ttfe of a large bo^t-hooft 
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'fiK their accoramodati6n. In their walk, thej 
fannd fome plants and feeds, introduced here by 
Captain Cook, in a very thriving date, particu- 
lany pines, which the natives admired very much. 

In returning t6 the watering-place, the captain 
"WBs prcfented with fome bundles of cocoa-nuts, 
and though this fell fhort of his expe6tations, he 
appeared fatistied, and made due returns. 

The chiefs went on board to dinner, and a 
briik trade was carried on for yams and bread- 
frtiit. In the afternoon, more failing canoes ar- 
yived, fome of which contained not lefs than 
ninety perfons. 

On the 25th, the wooding and watering parties 
%ent on fhore, and the former were cautioned 
againil meddling with the exccecaria agallocha 
df Ltnnasus, called, in the Malay language, caju 
msta boota, which fignifies tl>e tree that wounds 
the eyes. It blinded, for fon^ time. Captain 
Cook's wood cutters in 1 777- Several thefts were 
icon committed by the natives; but by the inter- 
ference of Tcpa, the greateft part of the ftolen 
articles were recovered. A boat's grapnel being 
porioined, the captain, afler unmooring, tlireai- 
cned to carrv ^way fome chiefs whom he had on 
boardj nnlefs it was reftorcd. Canoes were im- 
mediately difpatched in fearch of It; but it was 
difcorered, that it had been carried to another 
idand and could not be brought back till next day. 
As evening came on, the unhappinefs of the cap« 
tire chiefs increafed : they beat their faces, and 
cried bitterly. Their diftrefs was greater than 
the injury Xuftained ; and as there was no reafon 
to fuppofe that they were privy to the theft, they 
vcre fet at liberty with fome prefentSj for which 

they 
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they made the moft profufe and grateful iH Irnnwi 
ledgmenls. 

Next day, proceeding on their voyage, thef 
found themrelves between Tofoa and Kot 005 and 
thus far fuccefs had attended the expedition, and 
the .captain anticipated a happy completion of hb 
labours. But a fcene, as unexpeded as deplora- 
ble, foon opened. A fecret con fpi racy "had beea 
formed, which involved him, and luch as adhered 
to his fortune, in the deepeft dillrcfs, and render- 
ed all his exertions abortive. 

Owing to light winds, they had not got clear 
of the illandsj and the watch being fet for the 
night, the captain retired to reft. Juft before 
fun rifing, Chriftian, who had charge of the morn- 
ing watch, with the mafter at arras, gunners 
mate, and a feaman, entered Captain Bligh's ca- 
bin while he was ftill alleep, and feiziog hio^ 
bound his hands behind his back with cords. 
threatening inftant death if he made reMance or 
noife. 

Not intimidated, however, he tried to alarm 
the officers and crewj but the confpirators had 
taken care to fecure or confine fuch as were not 
engaged in their nefarious deiign. llje captaia 
was forced on deck in his fhirt, before he could 
recover from the conllernation of this rude attack; 
and when he began to demand the caufc of fock 
violence, he was iilenced by menaces of death. 

The boatfwain was now ordered to hoift tbe 
launch out, when Meffrs. Hayward and Hallet, 
niidniipmeu, and Mr. Samuel were ordered into 
it, together with fuch as the confpirators could 
not rely on. In vain did Captain BHgh exert 
himfeU to recal the crew to a ienfe of their dutv. 
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He was furrouTidcd by armed villains, wha cut off 
his communication with the well-affeded or wa- 
vering;, and to the endeavours of fome of thofc 
'who were doomed to be partners in his misfor- 
tunes, he was indebted for the prefervation of his 
commiOioniind the journals. The unfortunate 
party in the boat wefe allowed tp coUeft feveral 
iniignificant articles, and to carry off a quadrant 
and a compafs 5 but on pain of death, they were 
forbidden to touch either map, ephcmeris, or any 
of the captain's drawings and furveys, >^hich were 
numerous, and had been accumulating for fifteen 
years. 

In this dilemma, the captain difplayed abun- 
dant refolution. Though he laboured without 
effect, to bring back the confpirators to order and 
duty, he did it in defiance of their menaces, which 
be braved. It was evident, that a few who were 
detained on board, had either never cordially en- 
tered into the plot, or began to repent of it. Thefe 
were anxious that their captain Ihould know th^ 
were kept contrary to their inclination. Chris- 
tian, the ringleader of the mutinous gang, feemed 
to hefitate whether he fhould fuffer the carpen- 
ter, or his mates to depart 5 but at laft the carpen- 
ter was allowed to leave the ihip with his chefl, 
though not without altercation, fome of them 
fwcaring, " that the captain would find his way 
home, if he was allowed to carry any thing ^ith 
him.*' Others, on the contrary, laughed with a 
favage malice, at the helplefs fi tuation of the 
company in the boat ; and when the captain de- 
manded arms, they joked him, and told him " he 
was well acquainted where he was going, and 
therefore did not want them/* However^ they at 
lall threw in four cutlaifes. 

r I Ho 
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He was now told that the boat was rt^p and 
that he muft quit the Ihip. As they weremcia^ 
him overboard, the remembrance of pad kind- 
Defies agitated Chriftian with the pangs of re- 
venge. When alked if this was a proper return 
for the friendlhip that had been ihewn him, he ao- 
fwered, with mu^h emotion, *' that. Captain Bllgh 
—that is the thing — I am in hell— -I am in belL* 

With fiich deep laid policy and fccrecy waj 
this confpiracy conduced, that neither the captain 
nor any of the men, who accompanied his fate, 
had the mod diflant fufpicion of fuch an erent* 
^o grievance was dated, no complaint was al- 
leged: it is therefore probable, that the foLc 
temptation was the fcnfual pleafores of OtaLheilcu 
'' The women there,** to ufe the words of Captais 
Bligh, ** are handfome, mild, and c heerfu l im 
their manners and converfation, pofleiled of great 
fenlibility, and have fufficient delicacy to make 
them admired and beloved.** The chiefs, tdo^ 
were much attached to the Englilh, and had crem 
promifed them large poileOions, if they wocU 
fiay among them. It is not, therefore, moch t0 
be wondered at, if young men, hurried au-ay^ 
paflion, and free from any particular ties in thck 
native country, (hould prefer Ota heite to England. 

Every reader of fenfibility will feel an intereft , 
in the fortunes of thofe unhappy men, who w«ce 
thus turned adrift in the wide, and almod bomHl- 
lefs ocean, and will naturally dedre to know their 
names^ to gratify this difpodtion, we fubjoin altft 
of the boat's crew. 

William Bligh, Captain. 

Thomas Ledward, Ading Surgeon. 
Pavid Ncifgn, Botamll. 

Wllliaoi 
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"William Peckover, Gunner, 
AVilliatn Cole, Boatfwain. 

William Purcell, Carpenter. 
"William Elphinlton, Mailer's Mate. 

^US^, } Quarter-Rafters. 

Lawrence Lebogue, Sailmaker. 

John South, 1 P , 

Thomas Hall, J ^^°^^- 

George Simpfon, Quarter-mafter s Mate. 

Robert Tinkler, A Boy, 

Robert Lamb, Butcher. 

Mr. Samuel, . Clerk. 

On board the Bounty there remained twenty- 
five perfons, the moft able men of the Ihip's 
company; but we feel no wilh to preferve their 
names. 

When Captain Bligh found himfelf abandoned 
in this manner, the poignancy of his regret mult 
have been extreme. But it was a duty he owed 
himfelf and alibdiatcs, to makethebeftof prefeut 
circumftances, and to plan for the future with a« 
much dffcretion as poffible. The firH determina- 
tion was to feek a fupply of bread-fmit and wa- 
ter at Tofoa, and afterwards proceed to Tonga- 
taboo, and folicit his former friend Potdaho, for 
fuch aflidance as might enable them to proceed 
to the Eaft Indies. 

The whole quantity of provifions found in the 
boat, when they were turned adrift, amounted to 
no more than one hundred and iifty pounds of 
bread; fixteen pieces of pork, each weighing two 
pounds 5 ^x bottles of ruqii fix of winej and 

Vol. IX. T twenty. 
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twenty-eight gallons of water : a flock fcarcdy 
more than fufficient for five day^ coofumptioa* 

The afternoon being favourable, they reached 
Tofoa the fame evenings but the fhore proved too 
fleep to land> and they found no anchorage. Is 
the roorning> they coafted along in quell of a land- 
ing place, and difcovered a Hony cove at tbc 
north-weft part of the ifland, where they dropped 
the grapnel of the boat, and with fome dificulcj 
a party got on fhore to look for fuppHea. To- 
wards noon, they returned with only a few qnaru 
of water, which they had colleded from the boles* 
but had neither found a fpring, nor feen any is- 
habitaats. The captain, not knowing to what 
farther neceditiee they might be reduced, refialvcd 
to httlband the prefent ftock of provifions, and 
didributed only a morfel of bread and a glafs of 
wine to each perfon for dinner. He bad the cod- 
folation to find, that the fpirtts of his cc»npamoBs 
did not fink,, notwithftanding their forlorn and 
almoft hopelcfs fi tuation ; and what added to ha 
own comfort, they could neither refled on hnn, 
nor could he charge himfelf with being aoceflary 
to their misfortunes. * 

As the wind rendered it impoffible to pot to 
fea, they fet about examining the iiland, with a 
view of deriving what refourccs from it tbev 
could; but found little water, and oniy a few 
cocoa nuts. In the courfe of their excurfioa 
they faw fome of the huts of the natives, but hi- 
therto none had made their appearance. To aP 
certain whether Tofoa was adually inhabited, or 
only occafionally reforted to, a ftrong party was 
fcnt out on the ift of May, by a difierent rooie, 
which foon fell in with two men, a woman, and 
a child, and conduced them U> the cove. The 

captaia 
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captain ingratiated himfelf with thefc people, and 
difpatched them to procure him a fupply of bread- 
fruit, plantains, and water. Soon after, about 
thirty of the natives came up, and traded for the 
few articles they had to difpofe of, in a fair and 
amicable manner; but as provifions feemed fcarcc 
here, the captain refolved to put to fea a^ foon as 
the wind and weather would permit. 

Next day was very ftormy. The natives, how- 
ever, were coming and going all day, and the 
(lender ftock of provifions was fomewhatiocreaf- 
ed. As it was fuppofed enquiries would be made 
after the fliip, it was agreed to fay that fbe had 
been loft, and no more faved than what they fatv. 
On this intelligence, the natives iliewed neither 
joy nor forrow 5 and towards evening they retired, 
end left the Engliib in quiet poffeflion of the cove. 
After a very moderate fupper, they fet a watci^ 
and lay down to reft, 

Neyt morning thefe unfortunate men feemed 
ft little revived, and the anxious folicitude of their 
looks was changed for a certain degree of cheer- 
ful refignation. In the courfe of this day, they 
were vifited by an aged chief, named Maccaacka- 
vow, and th^ foraging party returned with ano- 
ther called Eefow, and were foon joined by 3 
young man kvhofe mtme was Nagecte, who being 
perfonaltj' known to the captain, expreffed great 
pleafure at feeing him. Of thefe people he'en" 
quired after Poulaho and Feenow, who, they told 
him were at Tongataboo, and thoy agreed to ac- 
company him thither, as foon as the weather 
would permit. > 

Thefe promifing appearances of cordiality, 

were, nowever, of ihort duration. Some fymp- 

toms pf treachery were foon perceived 5 they at* 

T 9 tempted 
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tempted to haal the boat on ihore; and tbe beach 
was foon lined with numbers of people, knocking 
ilones together, which they carried in their haiidi» 
the ufual prelude of an attack. 

The captain and a party were on ihore, and he 
was very much importuned by the natives to it 
down, but he was now on his guards and watdH 
ed their motions with fhe moH anxioos attentioo. 
Confultations were held among thera, and cvoy 
circumflance announced a meditated adanlt. 

Having given orders, that every thing iboold 
be put on board, about fun-fetting, the capt^ 
with his attendants refolutely fet forward to tke 
boat. The chiefs were eameft to keep him all 
night 5 and when they found he would not jidd 
to their iniiduous advice, feveral of them quitted 
him, when " mattie,** «' we will kill yon," was 
dil^indly heard. 

The captain, taking Nagcete by the band. 
walked down the beach in a (ilent kind of horror. 
while the Horm feemed ready to burd, and this 
treacherous acquaintance appeared to be encou- 
faging the attack. Nageete flipped away, and tbr 
men being all on board, fave one, who ran up the 
beach to cafl the ftem faft off, the captain ft^ped 
into the boat j and in an in(iant, this onfbrtonale 
man, who was named John Norton, paid the for- 
feit of his life for his zeal in the faithful aifcharge 
of bis duty. Stones flew like a (bower of (hoc r 
many of the natives had got hold of the item 
rope, and were hauling ^e boat on fhore, in 
which they mufl have fucceeded, had not the 
captain cut the rope with his knife. 

Scarcely, however, was die boat got off, wfcfo 
fn'cral canoes were filled with flones, and porfo* 
-4 her with great refolution. The EnsUfli wef« 
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bon almoft wholly disabled by the ilones which 
iew round them> without being able to defend 
.benifelves. In this critical iituation, the cap- 
:ain, with much prefence of mind, threw fome • 
)ld clothes overboard 5 and while the natives 
ivere bufied in picking them up, the boat got to 
foDoe didance, and the darknefs fetting in, the 
canoes gave over the purfuit. 

Their iituation was now moKe deplorable than 
ever j they faw that the peaceable behaviour of 
thcfe people had formerly proceeded from fear of 
the firearms $ and that they had little to hope from 
their mercy, when the means of annoyance or de- 
fence were waotiog. 

Perhaps it is impoffible to conceive any thing 
more diftreffing than their-prefent fate. Cut off 
firom all hopes of finding either affiftance or fe- 
curity among thefe pec^le^ at an immenfe dif* 
tance from home, or even any European fettle- 
ment, the flouteft heart muft have been daunted 
at the profpeft*. 

While the captain was revolving in his mind 
what courfe to purfue, he was earnefUy requeued 
by the whole company to take them towards 
home; and when be told them that no hopes 
of Telief remained hut at New Hollaud, or 

* Itoocan to %hf writer of this, that it might have been 
«dvifable to have leturoed to 0(aheite. The captain left thefe 
people on fuel} terms as would have iecured a good reception 
among them ; and if he ^ould not, hy their affiftance, rectrer 
his flup, he might have foiind an afylum there, tUl govern- 
ment had feflt 1D^t anflfther ve^l in queft of him, or fome Eu^ 
tope^in ibip tovch^ tl^ere : but the idea of home moft proba* 
bly preiTed on his mind as well as that of his people j and 
made them defpife every danger that gave them a chance of 
<>Ace moie ^b^ reftored to ^e bofoin of tli^ir country. 

T 3 Timor 
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Timor, a Dutch fettlement full twelrc faoodicd i 
leagues diftant, they all coofented to Hve oo wm 
ounce of bread a day* and a quarter of a pint of 
water. The Hock was then examined, and re- 
commending this reftridion in food as a Caaei 
promife, w|iich they were never to fcrgcU he 
bore away acrofs an ocean but little known, in t l 
fmall boat, only twenty-three feet long, deepir j 
laden with eighteen men, without any chart ta 
guide him, and with no afliftance, iave a genenl 
recoUedion of places, and a book of loDgitndes 
and latitudes. .However, he had the ptewue to 
obierve, that his men were better iatisfied wttii 
his knowledge than he was hlmfelf. 

They now returned thanks to the Almighlj 
for their miraculous prefervation from the na- 
tives of Tofoa; and well might it be called min- 
culous, for had they been attacked before they 
reached the boat, nothing could have faved them 
from dcltru6tion. 

Next morning the fun rofe with a fiery afpe£t. 
a fure indication of a dorm, which foon over* 
took them. Their danger and di(hrefs were moft 
imminent : the fea curled over the fiem of the 
boat, and they were obliged to bale with all their 
might, to keep her from finking. After thit 
tcmpcH fomewhat abated, each perfon was (err* 
ed with a tea-Ipoonful of rum, and a finall qoaa* 
tity of bread-fruit, fcarcely eatable. This was 
their dinner. Their engagement was now firid* 
ly to be obferved, and it was detennined to make 
their (lender Hock of provifions ferve them eight 
weeks, however fmall the daily proportion might 
be. 

To particularize the painful labours of every 
^ay, where only diflrofs marked the hours, would 
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afford little information, and certainly could be 
no entertainment. We ihall therefore only men- 
tion the< mod extraordinary occurrences, whether 
of patient fortitude or aggravated raiiery; whe- 
ther of difcovery or relief. 

They nbw (leered their courfe towards the Fee- 
jee Iflands^ which they hoped to come in fight 
of. Oa the 4th of May they difcovered a fmall 
low iiland, and next day they defcried feveral 
more^ through whicK they failed. 

Hitherto they had not been able to keep any 
partictdar account of their run ; but having now 
provided themfelves with a log-line marked, by 
a little praftice they cotild note their progrefs 
with tolerable exadnefs. 

On the 6th they diicovered feveral other 
iflands, about latitude 17 deg. 17 min. fouth; 
arid, from appearances, they were fertile and in- 
habited. 

It may well be fuppofed that they were mifer- 
ably confined for want of room to repofe. To 
remedy this inconvenience as far as poffible, they 
were put to watch and watch ; but even witli 
this, they had not fpace to ftretch their legs, 
whfch were dreadfully cramped 5 and being con- 
ftantly wet, after a few hours reft, they were al- 
moft incapable of moving. Heaven was their 
only canopy in the moft inclement weather. 

On the 7th, two large canoes were feen failing 
along fhore, off one of the iflands, as if purfuing 
them 5 which made them row with . all their 
might, being fenfible of their weak and defence- 
lefs ftatc againft the moft infignificant enemy. 
From the appearance of thefe canoes, and the vi- 
cinity to the Friendly Iflands, it was probable thft 
tphabiUQts were of the fame race; but they were 
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jc5*T fesrfvl of coming to an internet with 
tbem. ' The iLLaods thej had latelr fcen were 
i^ppc^sd to be the groop known br xhe otmt ti 
the reeie^ Itbnds. At Icaft their 'litoaliaB ccf- 
refponds with the informatioa fbnnerlT recoTtd 
On the pth. the vcathcr being fine, tbej doc- 
ed cat the boat, and emplojcd themlelFesxBS^* 
tjcg every thing dry and in order. To tep o? 
the fpirits of tl^ men, the captain amnicd tboa 
-vith defcribing the £tnatioo of Xev Guinea aod 
Kew HoUand, and gare them all the infbnnatics 
in his power, that in cafe any accident ba p p Htf ^ 
to him^ the forviFCfs might hare fboae idea a 
the route th^ were to pozfbe ta Tinxv, wiik^ 
fome of them did not knofw even bjname. 

Next day there was a dreadful ftorm of tli«* 
do- and lightning, with much lain. Doriog tiui 
they caoght twenty gallons of watery but f^est 
a wretched night J and the wind increafiiig» tk 
day bronght no farther relief than light. A tt>- 
fpoonfiil of ram was the only cordial the^ coiU 
be allowed to enable them to fo^ort the ooU 
and wet. For fbme time the tempeft ^^ v 
abate of its violence; and being inoeflaitfhr 
drenched with water, fome began to ooispla>> «t 
violent pains in tbeir bowels» 9Dd all had ut^ 
loR the ufc of their limbs. _ ,_^ 

On the X3th, feeing little profpea of fp^ 
their clothes dry^ the captain adriied tbea to 
ftrip and wring them through the fSailt ^^^^*^ 
which means they received a dqgree of waraw. 
In the afternoon, Mr. Nclibn obferved the Bar- 
ringtonia of Foiler floating on the water, ^ 
fomc men of war bir<k CO^viQCCd tbcQA they Wt^ 
OQt far from l9n4< 
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^cxt day they came in light of feveral iflands. 
riie latitude, as obferved, was 13 deg. 2g miru 
buth, and about 167 or 168 deg. eaft longitude. 
This light increafed the mifery of their lituation : 
hey felt therafelves (larving in view of plenty ; 
ret it was thought better to prolong life in the 
nidft of mifery, than rilk it by attempting to 
and/ Thefe iJlands appear to be new difcoveries; 
3Ut they are fo near the New Hebrides, that'they 
may be confidcred as part of the fame group. 

The night of the l6th was extremely dark, 
not fo much as a ilar was feen ; and the fea was 
conftantly breaking over them. They now found 
it neceflary to aft as much as poflible againft the 
fodtherly winds, to prevent being driven on tho 
coaft of New Guinea, which probably would 
have terminated the voyage and their lives. 
Next day, in addition to the miferabler pittance 
of the twenty-fifth part of a pound of bread for 
dinner, the captain allowed each perfon about 
ao ounce of fait pork. For this pork he had oft- 
en been importuned 5 but he wilhed to hufband 
it well. 

The fucceeding night was ftilT mord horrible, 
and their fteeragc was quite by chance. At 
dawn every perfon was complaining, and an ex-- 
tra allowance was warmly folicited, but fteadily 
i^pofed from hard neceflity. However, a tea- 
fpoonful of rum was generally ferved, when the 
nights were particularly diftrefling, and even the 
thoughts of obtaining this diffufed a general fatif- 
fadion. The captain had now fully determined to 
make New Holland, to the foutli of Endeavour 
Sraights, and direftcd his courfe accordingly. 

After feveral fncceflive nights of darknefs and 
diftjay, on the morning of the 30th, the men 
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began to appear raoft ghaftly. Extreme hxrap 
was now raanifeft, but, few complained of Uwft 
Perhaps the alraofl inceifant wet leflencd the: 
defire. At noon the fun broke out, and ibd i 
.momentary gleam of comfort. 

On the 23d their mifery feemed to have rocb- 
ed almoft its higheft fupportablc pitch. Tbcfoc- 
ceeding night was horrible; and from thdpc- 
lanoholy ftate the company was in, the captiii 
began to be apprehenfive that fuch another nigt: 
would conclucie the fufferings of fcvcral. A 
complained of pains^ and thofe of hunger wc? 
not the leaft. 

Providentially, however, the weather cbang«i 
for the better, and produced fome cheerful looks. 
They now, for the firft time during ^tecQ <fa)». 
felt the genial influence of the fun. 

On the 25th they examined the ftock of brtad 
and found it, according to the prefent ifiao, is 
be fufficient for twenty- nine days. A»itw 
uncertain whether they might reach a friciii? 
port in that time, the captain refolved to propof- 
tion the allowances to fix weeks ; and hard « ^ 
feemed to abridge them of the little they h*i ^' 
therto received, his arguments were heard viii 
patience, and they readily fell into his mcaiow- 
This day they were fortunate enough to atda 
noddy, and the following d^y a booby wasaogk 
by the hand. Thefe were divided into cigbw^ 
parts, entrails, claws, and all -, and with the oi'fl; 
^1 allowance of bread, they comparatively 6^ 
in a liberal manner to what they bad done bcfoJ?' 
The blood was referved for the more fickl/. Tfe 
uppearance of thefe birds aiTured thcra of the r. 
cinity of land, and from Situation they knew i' 
muft be the coaft of New Holland. 
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The weather now was fine; but the heat 
rought on fuch a languor and faintnefs^ as made 
ife indifferent. On the 27th they caught twa 
Qore boobies, whofe ftomachs were well filled 
/ith flying and cattle fifii, all which were equal- 
f divided. Providence now feemed to be fup- 
>lying their wants in a very unexpeded manner. 

Early in the morning of the 29th, before day, 
heperfon at the helm heard the found of break- 
ers, which were foon feen within a quarter of a 
nilc diftantj bnt altering their courte, in a few 
tiinuteB they were out of danger. At day-li^ht 
hey bore away again for the reefs, over which 
iie fea broke with great fury 5 but within they 
*aw fmooth water. In failing along, they happi-. 
y difcovered a break in the reef, and within it 
m ifland of a ipoderate elevation. This obtain- 
^ the appellation of Direftioa Ifland, as its fitua* 
ion fcrves to point out the opening in the reef, 
[tlies in 12 deg. 51 min. fouth latitude. 

As they advanced within the reefs, with an 
ntention of landrng on the firft convenient fpot> 
^ey began to forget their paft calamities, and 
laving returned their thanks to the Supreme, for, 
lis gracious proteftion of them fo far, they enjoy- 
»1 their miferable dinner with a fatisfadion to 
«rhich they had been long flrangers. 

The coaft now began to ihew itfelf diftindly, 
md prefented various features. On a fmali 
fland near the main they found a bay, and a fine 
Tandy point to land at. Here they remained all 
light, without much apprehenfion from the'na- 
ivc8 5 for, though they difcovered forae old fire 
places, there were no figns of any having latd/ 
fjoen on this fpot. 

^ iJtet 
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After a night*s repofe on land, their ftreogil 
and fpirits were wonderfully recruited, and tL 
gave the captain the mod favourable hopes c 
their being able to furmount the diificulu. 
■which they had ftill to encounter. 

Parties were now fent out to fcarch for fappb> 
and the artificers were employed in putting rli 
boat in order, and repairing the rudder; oDCct 
the gudgeons of wliich had come oat io tiif 
courie of the night, and bad this been loH at H 
it mod probably would have been fatal to ihc^ 
all. Thus the nand of Providence was again t 
fibJe in their prefervation. 

The foraging parties foon returned with plff7 
of oyfters and frcfli water. By this time \hn 
had been able to make a fire, by the help o^i 
Imall magnifying glafs, which the captaiaaJ^*' 
carried about with him j and having a coppc 
pot in the boat, they were providod wiih li' 
means of drelling a flew, which might have be: 
relilhed by nicer palates. 

At this time complaints were very geo«i 
They were chiefly dizzinefs in the head, fftm 
weaknefs in the joints, and a violent teocwW 
from a long want of the natural evacuation. J 

On the whole, however, all of them il)«*'| 
remaining marks of ftrength and fortitttdc to 
dergo more fatigues. 

Two miferablc wigwams were difcmcrrfj 
this fmall iiland, but no inhabitants verc let 
The track of fome animal was difceruible, v' 
was fuppd'ed to be the kanguroo. Tiie eiff 
of the ifland might be about two milfs. It?; 
duced the manchineal and forae palms, bcno 
6ther trees. Mr. Nelfon difcoycred .ibmc ic 
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oots, which were roiiftecl, but they proved a 
eiy indifferent fubftitiite for bread. 

The captain had cautioned his men againft 
ating any berry or fruit they were not peffcdly 
cquainted with ; but no foorier were they out 
f his fight, than the impulfe of hunger mad^" 
hem greedily devour three different kinds of 
nnall fruit which they found here. By overloading 
heir weak ft6machs, Jhey quickly began to feel 
he effefts of their imprudence, and dreaded the/ 
night be poifoned. For fome time the alarm 
ras coniiderable j but at laft they were convinc- 
d tliat it was the quantity, not the quality, of the 
raits that had occalioned their unpleafant fyrhp- • 
oms, and that they might ufe them in modera* 
ion without danger. 

They faw feveral kinds of birds here, but with- 
out firearAis it was impoHible to kill any of 
hem. Oyftcrs and water were the principal fup- 
>Ue8 Relloration Mand, as it was called, afford- 
;d; and to perfons in their fituation, thofe arti- 
les were of the higheft importance and the ut- 
Qoft value. / Refl, and a fufficicncy of food to Ta- 
isfy the cravings of nature, in a fliort time had aa 
ftonifhing effed on all. 

Beinjg pretty well refreflied,* and every thing 
eady for fea", on the 31(1 of May they were pre- 
•aring to embark, when twenty natives appeared 
•n the oppofitc IhOre, running and fliouting* 
They were all armed with a fpear or lance, and 
Qade figns of invitation. The captain, however, 
seing that they were difcovered, made hafte to 
)Ut to fea, and paffed the natives as near ,aii 
oilible, who were naked and black. Num- 
ers were obferved juft peeping over the hills, ta 
ave a view of the ftrangers, or probably kepjt; 
rack, left they fliould alarm therai 
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Tbc coaftj for fonae fpace, was high sua ^tnocjt j 
but in the couf le of the night it ch-.nycd ^ £. J 
once, and exhibited nothing but a «ov ii:^ - 
ftrand, with little verdure, or anj in dicsi-- ^ zi 
its being habi table by man. Several fai:? U lU ^r.is 
lay near the fllore, fome of which were beaai-fil 
i^ots, well covered with trees and Iknroai^dcd t^ 
ijioalsof fiih. 

In pa ffing between one of thefe iflaads 3rd tis 
inaiOj they faw a fm^l party of Indians tozlzLzi 
and waving green branches of trees, in U^- « 
friend (hip. At a little dlAanoe a more nurcrrcci 
body of them was perceived coming dowa t-^ H^ 
beach, but though the captain laid the boat Ovi'; 
to the rocks, none of tl;iem would venture widj^ 
two hundred yards *of the Engliib. It i* Wijtlf 
they feared that treachery wh;ch. it was tuu pro- 
bable, thev meditated thcrafelves. 

Soon after Captain Bligh came up to an liLizc 
of a pretty confiderable elevation, where be re- 
folved to land. This was effedted without rocti 
difficulty, and two parties were fept out to Icri 
for fapplies. X)n their return, their fa tigu:: a©l 
dillrelli got the better of their rcafon and Ihe^ 
duty : they began to raurnjur and complaio j isil 
one perfpn, with a mutinous loofc, told the ci> 
tain hethough|: hiinfelf aagood a man as be. To 
qurb this Irccntious fpirit at once, was a duly in- 
cumbent ou the commander. He fcizcd a cut- 
l^fs, and bid the mutineer defend himfelf. Ti^* 
tfcfolute conduct in the cpptain had the happier 
effe^. Concelhons were indantly madc^ aiw: 
harmony reftor^d. 

On this illand, which was about two miles i= 
<?ircuit, they found a confiderable quantity of rjia 
watcf, and fome fine oyi^ersand cImuis round tbe 
V)ref/ with a fipw fmall dog-fiih. Having cnl- 
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.^ed wbatever it fupplied, they now tegan to 
bink of departing j and alter a hearty dinner of 
tewed oyft^rs, dams, and a kind of fmall bean, 
/hich they difcovcired heVe, a fpecies of dolichvs, 
hey named this place Sunday Tfland, and pro- 
ceded to a key in the north weft quarter. 

Here they obferved recent tracks of turtle, and 
irere not without hopes of finding forae. Innu- 
uerabie birds of the noddy kind re(brted thitlier, 
itid, oh thi^ >Vhole there was an appearance of 
nore abundant fupplies than had yet fallen in 
^eir w^y. Parties were Accordingly fent outj 
3ut they returned mortified and difappoirited. 
Mr. Neifon, who headed one, was brought back 
In the rrioftalanning condition. He coifi plained 
of a violent h^at in his bowels, a lois of fighf, 
and utiiverfal laflitiide. It feems he had exerted 
himfelf beyond his ftrength j but on giving hici 
a littl6 wine, and laying him in the ihade to reR, 
he began to recover. Others complained of fick- 
tiefs, and were (hockingly diftrefled with thete- 
nefmus. An idea began to prevail that fome had 
poifoned themfelves with eating the dolicho^ 
and as they gorged themffelves with almoft eveijr 
thing th^t fell in th6ir way, it was really provi- 
dential tliat thejjr efcapeid fo ^ell. ^ 

In their walK found this fpot, they faw the 
temaifls of a wigwatii and foine cocoa-nuts and 
turtle ihells, frorti whenefe it was clear, that thi 
natives fometimes reforted thither ; and though 
nolle were nOw obfetvefd ip the vicinity, the cap- 
tain thought it prudent to order the fire to be 
made under cover, left they ihould be difcovered. 
However, while he was taking a walk along th^ 
beach, on a fudden the iiland appeared in a blaze?, 
andrunnihg to the ftation, h6 found that oiie of 
U 2 the 
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the tnen bnd been obftinate, and impnidect 
enough to infifl on having a fire to biinfelf, k 
making which, the flame caught the grals aac 
fpread rapidly. This might have been atteodc-. 
■with the moft fa til confequences, had the nativo 
been on the coaft. 

In the evening, a turtling party was fcnt oct. 
which underwent tlie utmoft fatigue without th: 
leaft fuccefs. Thofe, however, who had bcc 
fent out to catch birds, returned with about a<itr 
zcn noddies ; but fo little difcretion had they m- 
cd in keeping quiet, and attending to onkr. 
that they certainly defeated their own |>arpol'f. 
One man, who had feparated from the reft, aftrr 
he arrived atBatavia, owned that he had adoaDj 
caught and eaten nine birds in private. 

Early in the morning of June 2d, they pro- 
ceeded on their voyage, and pafled fevcral kqiJ, 
clothed. with fipall trees and bruih wood, which, 
contrafted with the fandy hills on the oiain lanti, 
liad a very pidurefque effed. As they advanced, 
the coaft aiSimed a variety of features, and ibrr 
paffed many keys and iflands before they coci: 
get clear of the main. On the evening of \hc 
4th of June, they were once more launched into 
the open ocean 5 and miferable as their fituaticc 
was, habit had reconciled them to it, and brongtt 
them to confider their boat 33 adapted to any 
navigation they had to encounter. This confi- 
dence was a fortunate clrcumftancc; they bad 
the utmoll reliance on the captain s ikiJl, aixl 
when he would have been inclined to doubt rt 
timfelf, the favourable opinion of his men in- 
fpired him with new refolution to ferve them bj 
perfeverance. 

They had been fix days on the coafl of New 

HoUaDd, 
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flalhrid, in the courfe of which'they had proqar- 
ed fotrie tttiiportry fupplte^ i and what was of no 
left confequence, they had dfijm'ed reft, towhicli 
they had long been Grangers. Thdr ftrength wa§ 
fomewhat increafed; and ais it was fuppoled tha£ 
th6y might r^aCh the friendly Port or Timor in 
eight or ten days more, this idea gave hew vigour 
to their efforts, and new hop^ to their profpeas. 

On the 6th tfiey were vififed by feveral boo-^ 
ties, one of which was caught, and the bTood was 
divided, as a cordial, aniong three of the men who 
^•ere moft feeble. Tfee fl^fK ^as fh^red for dih-| 
ner. next day. Even fuch a felief as this was no£ 
unimportant. 

The night of the }^th was nfiiferably wet\ah<i 
cold, arid th6 fea brolce'over them with great fu- 
fy. The company, unable to filipport the ihcle- 
ineftcy of the weather, fo well as at firfl, were 
evidently -giving way to the preflure of calamity, 
^ome began to feel an unconquerable inclinatioa 
to fteep, a proof that nature was ej^haufled ; an^ 
others fhewei a flupid' apathy. The captain^ 
feeing their melanchol]^ (ituation, (jliftrit)Uted i 
few tea-fpobnfuls of wine among theih, aiid hav-. 
itig the profped of a fpeedy voyage, their fcahty 
allowance of bread was fomewhat ihcreaffed, . ., 

On the pth tfeey had the good fortuneto catch^ 
i fmall dolphin^ of which each per fori had twoT 
ounces, including the offals, arid the reft wa3 re* 
ferved for another meal. 

The fitcceeding night ^^as extremely unfavour- 
alile, and the complaint's of the crew increafed. 
The furgeon'aiid Lebogue, art old hardy feaman, 
weFe almoll ready to drop ; and anxioudy as he' 
wifhed it, tYie captain had no means of alleviat- 
ing their difU'efles, eicfept by giving th'^fli a very 
U3 .....t^..^,.. toaV 
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, /hiall quantity of wine at long intervals 5 ss be 
>vi{hed to ufc the only cordial they had with the 
moil frugal economy. 

About this time, gannets, boobies, men of war 
and tropic birds, conftantly furrounded them, aod 
, jrock weed began to appear. Thefe unerring 
, iigns of land affifled to fujjport them under xheii 
prefen tills. Indeed, had this profpe^ been very 
diftant, it was impoffible they could have held ooL 
The moft alarming fymptoms of approaching dii- 
folution were obferved. Fatuity, debility, and a 
propenfity to fleep, were the melancholy prefages 
of death not remote* 

The captain ftill' poflefled a great (hare of fpi« i 
Titsj but it feetns he looked as ill as the refi. 
The boatfwain innocently told him he thought 
Be appeared worfe than any of themi but he bad 
fortitude and good humour enough to return this 
honed man a better compliment. 

At laft, very early in the iporning of the 12th 
of Jqne, to their unipeakablejoy, they difcovcrfd 
the land of Timor. They were almoft frantic 
with the tranfports of delight; and had this been 
the iight of their native land, inftead of one of 
the moft remote fettlements of the eaft, it could 
fcarcely have given them more pleafurable feo6- 
tions. It was now forty-one days fince they had 
left Tofoa, dqring which they had run through 
every peril and diflrefs, without a finglc death. 
By their log, the diftance appeared to be three 
thoufand fix hundred and eighteen miles; a fpace 
that perhaps was never paHed before iu fo fmall 
^ verfcl, and with fuch a ilender fupply of every 
Bcceflar)'. 

The captain had but an indiftinft idea in what 
^xt of Timor the Dutch fettlcmept lay 5 but he 

lortuoatelj 
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fortunately fuppofed it was in the fbuth-wefl part 
Df the ifland. 

In running along the fhore, the country exhi- 
t>ited many cultivated and beautiful fcenes; and 
next day they faw fcveral fmokes. 

The crew became impatient to land. They 
forgot that the Indians ol Timor might be juft 
IS dangerous as thofc of any other coaft j and it 
'equired all the arguments the captain coujd ufe 
to allay their impetuous delire. Every fign of 
irultivation, every bay where a landing was prac- 
ticable, they eyed with regret a$ they pafled. 

Having furmounted the dangers of a fea that 
ran very high, on the 14th they came in fight of a 
fpacious found with an entrance two or three miles 
wide. No place could appear more eligible for 
fhipping, or more likely to be chofen for an Eu- 
ropean fettlcment than this. The captain there* 
fore refolved to examine it, and came to a grap- 
nel on the eaft fide of the entrance, near which 
he faw a hut, a dog, and forae cattle. 

The boatfwain and gunner immediately landed 
in fcarchof the inhabitants, and in a ihort time, 
returned with fome Indians, who treated th^m 
with European politenefs. Frohi thefe people it ' 
was difcovered, that the governor refided at a 
place called Coupang, and one of them was pre- 
vailed on, by the promife of a reward, to ftep into 
the boat and dired them to the fpot. 

Thefe Indians were of a dark tawny colour, 
^nd had long black hair. They wore a fquare 
piece of cloth round their loins, and had a hand- 
kerchief wrapped round the head. They pre- 
fented the Englifh with a few ears of Indian corn, 
and Cotne dried turtle : it is probable they would 
harp brought other fupplies, had time been al- 

2 r- lowed 
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lowed them I bdt the ca|>taiii refolved to puft oo 
under the guidance of the native who had an- 
deftaken to conduct them, and afto" a few boun 
of the fweeteft fteep that man ever enjojcd, they 
proceeded to Coupang. 

The firing of two cannon gave them new life, 
and in the morning of the 14th, they came to a 
grapnel off a fmall fort and town, which ihcir 
prlot told them was Coupang. 

Having hoifted a fignal of diilrefs, a fbldier hail- 
ed tliem to land ; afid they had the good fort one tc 
meet an tnglifh failor who belonged to one o! 
the fliips in the road. The captain, he feid, wa 
the tecond perfon in the town, and to hiua Captain 
Bligh defired to be introduced, as he heard tli« 
governor was extremely ill. 

Captain Spikerman received • them with the 
greateft humanity, atid immediately gave dlrcc- 
tions/or their reception at his own houfe, and wcc: 
himfelf to itwfof m the governor of their misfor- 
tunes, and prelent melancholy fituation. 

No powers of imagination could paint with 
dfue effe6t the nfiixture of horror, furprife, an^ 
pity with which the people of TTmor behel*: 
them, or the ghaltly looks of the £ngli(h« and tfK 
cj^es of famine fparkling at the profpeA* of relief. 
Theit bodies were nothing but fkin and bones; 
their limbs were full of lores; they were covotii 
with rags j and in fad, the difmal fpeflacle ihcy 
exhibited, muft have infpired the mingled fcn£i* 
thons of pity and difguft. 

The governor, William Adrian van Efie, ▼« 
dying of an incurable difeafe, and he had only 2: 
intervals a few moments of eafe, when he was capa- 
ble of attending to any thing. Neverthelefs hcao- 
niUw-dCaptain.JJligh, and fy mpathizing in hisdi.*- 
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itefa, expreflcd the fatisfa6tion it gave hihi to live 
to Jxave it ftill in his power to alleviate the cala- 
mities of the Englifli. He recommended the 
paptain to the be^ offices of his fon-in-law, Mr. 
Wajijon, who was fecond of Coupang, and not 
Captain Spikerraan, as the failor had reprefented. 
The only vacant houfe in the town was hired for 
their reception, and was provided with every 
thing that could render their lituation comfort- 
able. The governor prefled Captain Bligh to 
flate his wants without referve, and they Aiould 
be gratified. In a word, this gentleman feems 
to have pofTefTed every feeling that can do ho- 
nour to human nature 5 and lorry we are, that 
be did not live to know the grateful fenfe which 
the Engliih nation entertained of his zeal in the 
caufe of their diflreffed countrymen. But his re- 
ward has attended him : ^le confcioufnefs of be- 
nevolence, perhaps foothed the dying hour. 

When the captain returned from this inter- 
view with the governor, he had the pleafure to 
find, that the furgeon of the place had been fe- 
dulous in his attention to the fick, and that the 
generofity of different people had enabled the 
company to make a decent appearance. They 
were all provided with a handfome dinner j and, 
conlidering their flarving fituation, they ufed as 
niuch moderation in eating and drinking as could 
be expe6ted. 

The captain dined with Mr. Wanjon, who ful- 
ly' entered into the benevolent views of the go- 
vernori and proved, by his manner, that he did 
not confider the offices of humanity as a tafk, but 
a pleafure. 

Notwithflandingthe fmall quantityof provifiona 
yrith which they fet out from Tofoa, when they 
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reached Coupaag, thejr had enough remaining 1o 
have lafted for eleven dap more, in which fpac* 
they might havereached Java, had they failed here. 
This prudent economy of the captain defcrrw 
every praife ; for had it been lefs ftri6ftf obfcnr- 
ed, however painful the talk * muft have been t j 
him, it is improbable that any of them could lure 
ever reached a port. Indeed there is every rea- 
fon to believe, that the mutineers thought them- 
felves infallibly fecure from dete&iod, and coold 
lead of all expeft that tire account of their vilb- 
fiies fliould fo foon reach their native land. 

« When I refled,- fays Captain Bligb, " bow 
providentially our lives were faved at Tofoa, ari 
that, with fcarce anything to fupport life, wccmff- 
Cd afbaof morethan twelve hundred leaeues, with- 
out any Ihelter from the inclemency of the wea- 
ther j when 1 refled, that in aft open boat, with 
fo much ftormy weather, we efcaped foundcricg. 
that not one of uS was taken off by difeafe, ani 
that we had the good fortune to pafs the un- 
friendly natives of other countries, without ac- 
cident, and at laft to meet with the mod fricDdlr 
ind belt of people to relieve our diftrefles ; when 
1 rcfled, 1 fay, on all thefe wonderful efcapes, 
the remembrance of fuch fignal mercies, enaMes 
me to bear with cheerfulnefs and refignation. tbe 
fa flute of an expedition, whofc fuccefs I had 
much at heart, and which was frulh^ited at 1 
time, when I was congratulating myfelf on the 
faireft profpeA of being able to complete it in i 
manner that would fully have anfwered (he be- 
nevolent intention of his majefty, ^ftd the ho- 
nourable promoters of fuch a beneficid plnn.- 

By the humane attention of the principal per- 
'on* at Cotipkng, they were oot long without 

^ cvidau 
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(vldeBt figns of convakfceoo^; and tp fecurf 
ieir arrival ajt Batavia before the departure c^ 
h^ Odober fleet for Europe, Capiaia Bli^h 
)urchafed a fmall fchooner for oue thouland nx 
lo]lars> and fitted bqr for fea ua4er the name of- 
he Refource. 

On the 20th of July, departed this life, Mr^ 
)aYid Nelfon J a man univerfaUy refpeded for 
lis fcientifip kaowledge, and his patient forti* 
ude. He was cu^ off by aA inflanamatory fever, 
fter furmountins; {q mapy diiSiculties^ and in th^ 
nidft of thankfulnefs for his deliverance. Next 
lay he was interred with all poflible folemnity, 
n the European b.urial gcounibeluaging to Cour 

Every thing bping ready for the profecution cf 
heir vojfage> on the 20th of Auguft, tliey took 
eave ot their benefadors, and failed from this 
)ort. Mr. Wanjon had fupplied tbQ captain 
viih money on government account, to enable 
lira to proceed to Bataviaj and Mr. Max, th^ ■ 
own furgeon, behaved with fuch difinterefted 
lumanity,^ that he rcfufed any gratuity for hif 
tteadance, and obferved that he hod done no 
nore than hi& duty. To record fuch inftances 
if generoiity to thofe in diHiefs, is the moft de- 
igntful province of the hiftQi:ian. 

On the lH of October they arrived in fafe* 
y at Batavia.: but fcarcely had the captain 
djuiletl matters for landing his men^ when he 
vas feized with a violent fev^r. On the 7th ho 
vas carried into the coupjtry, to the phyfician 
general's houfe, where the govJernqr general af? 
Ured him that he fliould be accommodated with 
very attendance and comfort tb^t could acce* 
eratc his recovciy. He was, however, advifed 
1 to 
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to quit tbe unhealthy climate of Batavia witboct 
delay^ and to facilitate this, the governor gar? 
him leave to embark on board the Ubjdt PadLrr, 
together with Mr. Samael and a fervant. 

Having taken all due care of the unfortunate 
partners in his calamities, and obtained a ^n>- 
nnfe that they Should be fent to Europe as loca 
as poiilble^ the captain left Mr. Fryer to fupcric- 
tend them, and to fettle the accounts with lb' 
fabandar ; and on the l6th of Odober went oc 
board the packet, which arrived at the Cape a 
Good Hope on the l6th of December. 

Next morning Captain Bligh went on ihorc, 
and was received in the moll polite and friendly 
manner by M. Vander Graaf, the governor. Here 
he began to feel his ufual health returning, ani 
having difpatched letters to the different orirc- 
tal fettlements of the Englifh, containing a brief 
accoant of his tranfadions, and a defcriptioo o: 
the pirates, on the 2d of January 1790» he re- 
embarked on board the packet, and without acj 
memorable occurrence arrived in the Britiih 
Channel, and was landed at Portfmouth bj a 
boat from the Ifle of Wight on the 14 of Mancli. 

Of the officers and men, left at fiatavia, two 
died, and the furgeon never returned j one did 
not live to reach Europe j but of nineteen, wfaom 
the mutineers forced into the launch, twchc 
revifited their native land. Such was the iflbe 
of a voyage which, in its general circumftancc, 
is almoft without parallel ; its objed was mrjd 
benevolent, the event difadroQs to all. Tbc 
ways of Providence are dark and unfearchabSr. 
but the unfortunate innocent may be aflurcd c: 
impartial j ullicc at laft, 
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE : 
or 

LORD MACJRTNETS 
EMBASSY TO CHINA. 



THE official account of Lord Macartney's 
cmbafly to China, fo long announced for 
publication, being fiill delayed, it becomes ne- 
crifary for us to ufe the moft authentic materials 
that circumftances will allow. Fortunately, the 
great outline of the narrative we iiave followed, 
has been confirmed by thofe who have trod in the 
fame path, and were embarked in the fame voy- 
age. Every man may defcribe what he faw, and 
detail what he knew. More; is not pretended to 
be done. I'his explanation we thought duej 
and, we flatter ourf^lves, it may ferve to remove 
prejudice againft what has not the ftamp of au* 
thority, and to conciliate attention. 

Every arrangement having been made to enfure 
the fuccefs, and add to the fplendor and accom- 
modation of an embaffy which had long engaged 
a conliderable fhare of the public attention, Lord 
Macartney, with his whole fuite, went onboard 
the lfion,at Spithead, September 21, 1792,* aHd> 
on the 29th of the fame month, fays our narra- 
tor, we took our final departure, accompanir 
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ed by the Hiodoftan Ea£t lnaiMMH» aal dn 

Jackall brig. 

Nothing particular happened for fome dxjh 
except that the Jackall parted coropaoj ia a ^ie 
of wind, in the Bay of Bifcay, and did not rgocn 
OS till after we had left Batavia« 

On the 10th of Odober^ we roade land; pafled 
the Defert liland and Porto Sando ; and next day 
cad anchor in Funchal Bay, in the liland ai 
Madeira* 

Lieutenant Campbell having been fent to the 
Governor of the Madeiras, to notify the ambada- 
dor s arrival,falates of guns were interchanged be- 
tween the Lion and the garrifon. Soon after, the 
Brltifh conful, attended by leveral Engliih gentle 
men and merchants, came to pay their refpcdi u> 
his excellency, and to invite him on fhore. 

Having accepted the invitation, the yard arm 
were manned, during his lordfhip^s paflage frao 
the fhip to the fliore j lalutes were repeated; and 
at the landing-place, the Governor of the Madeiras 
the Brlti(h conful, and the principal inbabitaotSi 
Deceived the ambaflador with every mark of etleeta 
and congratulation. Daring his flay, be was fpkx^ 
dldly entertained by the Briti(h conful and the 
governor, on fuccelfive days ; and before hi* <k* 
parture, had the honour of a vifit, in retura, oa 
board the Lion, from all the mod dillinguiihed 
perfons of the iiland. 

We took our leave of Madeira on the 18th of 
0£tober» and on the 2 1 li anchored in Santa CruE 
Bay in the Ifle of TenerifFe. 

The Peak of Teneriflfe is well known to beom 
of the highed mountains in the world j and it pre* 
{gnis a number of obje£b, which the curious cn- 

urer into u^tu^Q can never ^e^.tq coatcmplaift 
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irlth admJfation. It rifes in the centre of the 
ifland^ and its afcent from Santa Qruz may, be 
about twenty miles. Some of tlie principal gen- 
tlemen of the ei^bafly, with attendants, refolvcd 
to vitit the Peak. 1 happened to be of the party. 
"We fet out on the morning of the 24th, prepared 
and equipped for the expedition, and rurniihed 
-with guides; but after encountering a feries of 
dangers, night coming on, we determined to take 
tip our lodging at the bottom of the peak,- to 
which we were now advanced, and to renew our 
joilrney in the morning. At an early hour we 
agAin fet out j but were obliged, by the innu- 
merable difficulties and dangers we encountered, 
to relinquifh the gratification of reaching the 
funnmit. After ji fatiguing excurfion of two 
days, we returned to Santa Cruz; and, on the 
27th, we bid adieu to the Canaries, 

The Cape de Verd Illands lay next in ouf 
route ; and Port Praya Bay, in the Ifle of St. Jago, 
received us on the 2d of November. 

The town of Praya is chiefly remarkable for 
the advantage oT its port, where outward-bound 
{hips of all nations frequently touch. 

On the lH of December we came to anchor in 
Kio Janeiro harbour, in the Brafils ; where we 
found an opportunity of tranfmitting letters to 
England by a South Sea whaler. 

Next day, an officer was dlfpatched to an- 
nounce the ambaffador's arrival to the viceroy. 
Being then at his country refidence, the ufual fa- 
lutes were fufpended ; however, the deputy vice- 
roy came in ftate next morning, to compliment 
Lord Macartney j but his lordlhip bein| much 
indifpofed, was unable to receive him in perfon. 
Sir George Staunton and Sir £rafmu& Gower, 
X2 therefore. 
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therefore, reprefented Ims e^celleney on thlt oCf 
cation. The day following, the deputy viceraf, 
in the name of his principal, congratulated lus 
excellency, the ambafTador, on his arrival, and 
made a tender of a houfe for his reddence doriag 
his ilay. 

This obliging offer being accepted, on the /tb, 
at noon, his lordihip proceeded on fliore witk 
the ufual formalities, and was received with aH 
poOible dillin6tion by the viceroy, attended by his 
guards, and the mod diflinguilhed perfons of the 
place. After taking forae refrefhment at the 
viceroy's palace, the ambaflfador, and the princi- 
pal gentlemei^ of his fuite, were accommodated 
with carriages to convey them to the houfe de- 
ftined for their reception, about two miles di^aat 
from the city. 

On th« 1 0th, Lord Macartney, with his whnle 
fuite, paid a ceremonial vilit to the viceroy. In 
the evening, his lordiliip and attendants took i 
walk in the public garden, the ufual amufemcxtt* 
and the fcene of the principal entertainment of 
the inhabitants of the place. 

The following day, the viceroy, in grand pro- 
ceflion, returned Lord Macartney's vifit. A dif- 
charge of artillery announced the moment ofhi* 
departure from his palace. The ambaflador Rcfol 
ready to receive him on his arrival j and zfia 
conducing him tb the chief apartment, prefcnicd 
the principal gentlemen of the embafly* who 
were all refpedfully noticed by the viceroy. An 
elegant repall concluded the vifit. 

The viceroy *s drets was very fpiendid. It w»$ 
fcfirlet cloth embroidered with sfold and predoas 
ilones. His attendants, in general, wore a livery 
of green and gold. 
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"i^ori Macartney, bein§ Hill under indifpofition, 
privately returned on b6$rd the Lion, on the af- 
fertioon of the 15th ; and every preparation hav- 
iwg been made for renewing our voyage, we left 
tlie Harbour of Rio Janeiro on the 18th. 

On the la ft day of the old year we reached the 
Ifland of Triflan de Cunha, a barren and ahijoft 
loacceflible rock, near the centre of the Southern 
'Ocean. Uninhabited by men, it is the refort of 
a prodigious variety of marine fowls; and itf 
furrotanding feas abound in whales and other te- 
nants of the deep.- An officer b^rng. fen t on 
iliore ifi the cutter, reported that th^'beatch was 
fevourable, and that frefh water was plenty. 

^ Next morning, January 1, 1793, it was in- 
tended, to fend out a watering party j andf an- 
ckher on natural and philofophical r6fearche< 
Soth fchemes were fruflrated. A heavy gale 
cstme on at midnight > and had not the wind pro- 
videntially clianged, at a moment of imrtiinent 
danger, our dellru6tioa would have been inevit^ 
^ble. 

During many fucceffive days the weather wis: 
generally moderate ^ and a month pafled away 
without our feeing land. On the id of February, 
however^we diicovered the Ifle of Amllerdam, 
in latitude 30 deg. 43 min. fouth, and longitude 
TY deg. 20 min. eaft. We came to anchor on the 
eail fidp of this ifland5 and found here five feal 
hunters from the Me of France. They had mu- 
tually.engaged to fpend eighteen months on thi» 
iin"propitious fpot; fix were already elapfed'j and' 
during that period, it feems, they had killed no 
fewer than eight thoufand feals. Thefe men, 
with the utmoft civility, efcorted us to a hut they 
bad built 3 and ferved as our conductors x^nnd 
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their ttfurped docnain. Tbejr had formod a palii» 

with incredible labour, over a mouotalo, ctowb- 
cd with a volcano, which throws ont a fabHaoce 
refembling faltpetre. In afcending this pKith, 
we found a Imall ipring of boiling hot water, in 
Vhich fome fiih were perfedly dreOTed in a few 
nainutes. The whole iHand, which is about eight 
miles long aqd fix broad, has a volcanic appear- 
ance ; and produces neither tree nor ihnib. Vai 
quantities of fifh were caught here, and ialted 
lor ufe; many fpecies were very delicatc» parti- 
cularly lobfters. 

The night of our departure being dark, aFord- 
ed us an oppprtunity of contemplating one of the 
mod awful fpe^cles in nature. The flanaes of 
the volcano were feen riling from fix di(Unt 
openings. Whether this was its ufual appearance 
or only one of its occaiional eruptions, we had no 
opportunity of afcertaining. 

On the 18th, we came in fight of the Trial 
Rocks. They fcarcely rife above the furface of 
the deep ; but tlie waves dafh againft them with 
fo much impetuofity, that they run mountain* 
high. This fortunately marks the fituation of 
thefe formidable rocks, and in reality lefifens the 
danger by magnifying its appearance. 

Soon after, we entered the Straights of Stmda^ 
and, on the 6th of March, arrived in the Road of 
Batavia, where we immediately received the (a- 
lutes of all the Engliih (hips, and of one French 
veflel. Early next morning, the garrifon fired a 
falute, which was returned; and foon after, a 
deputation from the governor general waited oa 
Lord Macartney, to invite him on fhore. 

His lordfliip having refolved to land on the 

\ which was the annivcrfary of tho birth-daf 
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«f the Printe of Orange, a royal falute was fiWd 
in honour of the day 5 and afterwards the ambaf* 
iafdor went on ihore, with the ufual ceremonies « 
and attendants* The Royal Batavian Hotel was 
£xed «n for' the refidence of the fuite^ and, in 
the afternoon, the baggage was fafely landed 
before the door. This hotel is an elegant and 
ipacious ftrudure, and was built at the public 
expcnce, for the accommodation of occafional vi- 
"fiters of diftinftion. The ftyle of living here is 
e»peniive 5 ' European liquors of every defcription 
bieing ai a very high price j but when it is con* 
^dered, that the landlord is obliged to import 
them from Europe, and pay^ an annual rent to 
government of lixty thoufand rix dollars, it may 
reafonably be fuppofed, that the profits muft be 
great, tg counterbalance bis ri(k and certain out- 
goings. 

The Prince of Orange's birth-day was kept 
with thofe demonftrations of joy> which are jull- 
ly paid to the fupreme head, in every country in , 
vrhich fociety has been, formed, and civilization 
has taken place. The governor general gave a 
fplendid entertainment to the principal perfons 
in Batavia, at his country refidence^ to which 
!Lord Macartney went by invitation. A ball and 
fupper concluded the t^te, and mirth and feftivi- 
ty were prolonged beyond the hours of night. 

The uninterefting occurrences of every day, 
during our flay at Batavizr, would fail to enter- 
tain : they were marked with little variety. 

Batavia, the oriental emporium of the Dutch, 
is the^^incipal city in the lAand of Java: it is 
lilmott fquare, ' furrounded by high walls and 
gates, and protected by forts, which are well gar- 
fifencd. The lircets are fpacious, and well paved j 
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the buildings, in general, are- uniformly elegant'; 
and tbrough every principal lh*cet run« a canal 
of confidef able width, lined on both fides witk 
trees of perennial leaves. In a climate fo intoler- 
ably hot, this furnifhes an agreeable refreflifnciit; 
but, perhaps, the quantity of dagnant, or flow 
moving, water, thus colle^ed, increafes the natiir 
ral infaiubrity of the place. Indeed, fo ifattl it 
the climate of Batavia to Europeans, that fcarcdj 
one in twenty reviiits his native land ; and thoft 
who efcape death there, carry with them esoaci* 
ated forms and debilitated conltitutiona to tlit 
grave. From the regifters of the public hofpital, 
it appears, that the average number of deatiM^ 
annually, in that iingle receptacle of mifery, does 
not amount to much lefs than fire thoafainL 
But what opi;iion ihall we form of Dutch policy, 
i^hen we learn, that no means ^re ufed to pre- 
tent' the fatal effe6ts of the diroate ; that, on the 
contrary, filth and putrid fubftances every where 
He unremoved and unregafded, particularly ia 
the fuburbs, till th^ air is contaminated to the lat 
degree, and deflru6tion almod inevitable. It hu^ 
however, been fa id, that this negligence arifti 
from political confiderations j and that a dimalet 
naturally unpropitious, is purpofely rendered 
more deleterious, by a total inattention to deta« 
linefs, leil too many adventurers fhould be tenpt* 
cd to fhare the golden harveft which this couatry 
fo abundantly prefents; The population of Ba^ 
tavia, however, is neverthelefs very corffiderablei 
amounting, at a moderate calculation* to t«ro 
hundred thoufand fouls, of whom a majority art 
Chi uefe. Thefe chiefly inhabit the fuburbt,* or 
Chinefe Town, and appear to be an induflrioot 
•Qd regular people, Tliey cany oo » vamtf «f 
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jmde» and ixianufaftures ; for Europeans think- it 
l>eneath them to engage in mechanical operations. 
The Malays are aJfo very numerous in Batavia, 
and poffefs all the malignant qualities that {o 
-iiniverlally .adhere to that ferocious race of men. 
JSTothing but conftant feverity, it is faid, can keep 
tlienA within the bounds of duty ; and we wit- 
nefled fome inftances of rigour in punifliment, 
alnioft carried to barbarity. 

Adapted to the depravity of the people, in ge- 
neral, is the nature of the government of Batavia. 
It is arbitrary in a high degree -, and the rigour, 
with which every Ipecies of delinquency is pu- 
jjiihed, can only find a juftification in the feroci- 
ous difp6lition,,and.the bafe propenfities of the 
natives. 

Soon after his landing, Lord Macartney being 
ieized with a fit of the gout, put a flop to all the 
feftivities which were intended to fill upthe time 
of our flay. Several gentlemen of his fuite alfo 
fell ill, in lefs than a, week after our arrival ; and 
to facilitate their recovery, they were ordered on 
board their refpe^tlve Ibips. 

During our ftay here, a party of us attended 
the theatre. Tlie play wasf the tragedy of Maho- 
met 5 and the entertainment, Barnaby Brittle. 
The audience fecmed vaftly araufedj but not 
nnderfianding the language, we could form no 
idea of the merits of the performance, except 
from the attitudes and exprcffion of the adors^ 
which feeroed to be corre£l and impreflive. 
We left Batavia 6n the l6tli. 
The Jatkall brig being now given up for loft. 
Lord Macartney had purchafed a French veflel 
at Batavia to fupply her place, and gave her the 
pame of the Clarence, The Clarence,, liowcver* 

had 
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had only joined xts the dMy before we 
fome intelligence of the Jackal], bj a (hip treat 
Ofleod to Batavia -, and this intelligeoce wascoa- 
£nned by the brig joining us oo the 23d, to the 
great joy of the whole erabafly. 

On the 29th, we loft one of our crew, of the 
name of Leighton. He had gone afhore to wzftt 
his linen, at Sumatra beach, and was foaod co* 
vered with wounds, and ronrdered by the Matoys. 
To the favage difpofition of thefc people, thi« 
event gave an additional, though melancholy^ 
teftimony. The laft rites were paid to the body 
of the deceafed with the otmoft decency and re- 
fpeft y and tlie feelings of the whole (hip's com- 
pany, on the occalion, were the beft eulogiom om 
his charafter and condu6t. 

Lord Macartney fignified his intention of going 
on (hore in the afternoon of this day, to ¥iew tbo 
fpot where the Honourable Colonel Cathcart was 
buried. This gentleman had been hooonred with 
a iiniilar appointment, to negotiate with the Em* 
peror of China for the interefts of his cocmtrj} 
but his premature death put an end to that dipkn 
ma tic attempt. • 

Fading a variety of idands, without any occur* 
rence worthy of remark, we came to anchor in 
Pulo Condore Bay, May l6th. Soon after onr ar- 
^fival, a party of gentlemen, accompanied by one 
of the Chinefe interpreters, went on Ihore. Some 
of the natives met us on the beach, with whca 
^e proceeded till we came, at a fraall diflaoce, 
^^ a village of bamboo huts; one of which was 
Jhe refidence of the chief, whofe authority ex^* 
«^»Jded over the whole ifland. Like the reft, hit 
Doft ^**^° was formed of bamboo, raifed on foot 
** ««* a few feet from the ground. Here wt 
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Ibund federal natives of CocIuq China, who wore 
BO other drefs but a piece of linen round their 
wmifts, and a black turban on their heads* Ther 
chief was habited in a !oofe black gown, and a. 
pair of black filk trowfer«. He was alfo decorat- 
ed with a filver cord thrown over his fhouldcr^ 
from which a fboall bag of elegant workman^Qiip 
iHra& fufpended. la common with the refl^ he 
•wore a turban, but no Ihoea. He appeared to be 
the objed of very great refpeft. 

Near his palace, if it may be fo called, flood 
the temple. Externally, it refembled the other 
buildings 5 but the infide was adorned with va« 
rioua military weapons of Europe, particularly 
fbme old firearms, of which they evidently did 
oot know the ufe, and feemed to coniider theni 
only as obje6ls of veneration. The difcbarge of 
a mufliet againft a tree, excited the moiJ lively 
alarm and aftoniftimcnt. They eagerly exatnined- 
tbe place where the ball entered 3 they even con- 
trived to extradt it, and then prefented it to each 
other, with the mod vifible emotion. 

Having entered into a treaty Vith the chief for 
a fupply of buffaloes, poultry, and fruit, with 
which he was to furnifli us the next day, we 
were regaled with rice and fifli. Finding that 
cocoa- nuts would be acceptable, he immediately 
ordered fome to be procured for us.. The dex- 
tfrity thefe people ihewed in climbing the trees 
that produced them, is aftonifhing. On our re- 
tiMTi to the ihip, we obferved caves on the beach 
very ingenioufly conflru6ted. 

Pulo Condore is but thinly peopled. Thee 
means of fubfiHence are difficult ; and population^ 
of courfc, mud be inflilenced thereby. Thir- 
ifland is fubje6l to the King of CochinXhtna. 

To 
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To our utter a^ooifhrnent, on lancKng next 
morning, to receive the fiipolated fopply of pn>- 
vifioDSy we foand the village deferted, and every 
moveable carried off. A ktter, in Chiocie cha- 
nu^ei^, left in the hut of the chief, explained the 
reafoDs of this fudden and unexpeded movement. 
It feemsy they were apprehenfive we meditated 
hostilities a gain ft them, from oar fhips coming 
to anchor in their bay ; they eamcftiy implor- 
ed us to fpare thfcir hamble dwellings, which 
they intended to re-occupy on our departure; 
and dwelt on their poverty, which they, perhaps 
concluded was their bell prote6tion, and ihc 
ftrongeft argument to allay European rapacity. 

Being obliged to fet fail without our expedcd 
fupply, we left Pulo Condore on the ISth, and 
paihng feveral iflands of different forms and 
magnitudes, we anchored in Turon Bay, in Co- 
chin China, on the evening of the 2(>lh. 

Soon after our arrival, the ambaffador received 
a vifit from feveral mandarins, who came in great 
flate. They were liberally entertained j bat at 
iirft feemed averfe to talte the wines and other 
liquots which were fet before them. This refcrrc 
appearing to arife from fear. Lord Macartney fct 
them an example, when they indulged very free- 
ly; Ihewing a particular prediledion for cherry 
and ralberry brandy. Thefe chiefs wore nearly 
the fame kind of drefs as we have defcribed at 
Palo Condore, except that they had a girdle of 
ill ver cordage. Their domeftics were clad in a 
fancy drefs, refembling tartan ^ and their legs 
and feet were wholly bare. 

Intelligence of our arrival having reached the 
court, in the evening of the 29th, the prime roi- 
f^ilter of tho King of Cochin China, attended by 
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tvcral mandarins, came, in his majcfty's name, 
) invite the ambaflador to dinner. His excel- 
:pcy obligingly accepted the invitation, but poft- 
oned the day to thq 4th of June. 

In the interim, he received a prefent from the 
ing, confifting of a great number of buffaloes, 
ogs, fowls, ducks, fome bags of rice, and fomc 
irs of faroptfoo, a Chinefe liquor, reckoned very 
dicious. . . 

We vifited the town of Fie-Foo, while we lay 
lere. It is nothing but an aflemblage of wretched 
>an)boo huts 5 but it has a good market 5 and were 
iic indullry of the natives equal to the fertility of 
:he foil, this place would be remarkably abundant. 
rhey feem, however, to have littlp knowledge of 
agriculture: they fubfift, therefore, chiefly on the 
fpontaneous produce of the earth; and make their 
women a principal branch of their trade. For a 
certain confideration, they are always ready to 
confign them to the fociety of Europeans who 
touch here, without any apparent fenfe of impro- 
priety. In one of our excurfions to the fhore, we 
law fix elephants performing a variety of unwiel- 
dy feats, for the entertainment of the mandarins 
who had affemlbled here. 

The 4th of June, the birth-day of our mod gra- 
cious fovereign, was obferved with every mark of 
loyalty and attachment. The morning was u(h- 
ercd in with a falute of twenty-one guns; the 
royal (landard of Great Britain, the St. George's 
cnlign, and the union, were all difplayed at their 
appropriate ftations. In honour of this day, fo 
dear to Britons, wherever placed, L^rd Macartney 
had fixed his landing. Several mandarins waited 
his arrival on fhore ; and attended him, under an 
efcort of his own troops, to the reiidence of the. 
. VoulX ^ r primd 
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prime raioifter. A collation was here provsM 
for bin, confiftiog ol'all the dainties the oonom 
afforded; after partaking of which » he returncil 
on boards interchanging mntual civiliiics wkk 
his hofts. 

Thus far affairs proceeded to the £ati5£idian of 
all parties in Cochin China; but the mader of the 
Lion^ who had gone in the cutter to take fMiod- 
ings in the bay, having unrefle^nglj begun m 
furvey the coad, was immediately ieized, witii 
feven men who accompanied him, and earned 
prifoners to the capital. 

When we firft received this diiagreeable intel- 
llgence^ the iropreffion it made is not eaiUy co*- 
ceived. It was not only the danger to which cm 
countrymen had expofed Uicmfelves, that affeArd 
the erabaify ; but as this kingdom is triboary to 
China, it was feared, that a reprefentation of tMs 
incondderate condud, as to them it might appor 
erirainal, would have an injurious effe^ on all cm 
future proceedings; and that the obje^ (b modi 
at heart — to infpire confidence, would be changed 
into fufpicion and alarm. The good offices of the 
friendly mandarins were inAantly and eameily 
folicited. One of the interpreters was fent c& 
ihore, to promote an enquiry and fumifh an ex- 
planation: and on the 13th, we had the happi* 
nefs to fee the mailer and his men return in ulti^• 
t>', after an abfence of fix days. What they (ai- 
£ered, during this period of fufpenie, cannot weU 
be defcribed. Nothing but a refpe^ for the 
oouDtry to which they belonged^ and a regard to 
the million on which they were employed, cooWt 
have faved them from certain death* 

This was not the only uuplcafaot event that 
befei us here. Wc loH a refp^aable geatkttaa, 
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li« purfer of the Lion, who died, after' ai«wda)rs 
illnefs, on t!he 12th, and wa« interred on fliore 
%«dlli all poffible folemnity and refpeft. An in- 
Ccription, cut in wood, was placed on his grave. 

Having left Cochin China on the l^th of 
June, the Jackall and Clarence brig, with Sir 
Qeorge Staunton and one of Lord Macartney's 
recretaries, were difpatched to Macao, on the 
SOth. Thcfe gentlemen were charged with let- 
ters to the conupilfioners fent from England, to 
notify the intended emb^ffy. The two Chinefc 
interpreters took this opportunity of proceeding 
to revifit their relations and friends, from whom 
tbcy had been long fepara ted. in taking leave 
q€ oiir countrymen, tliey difplayed a f^qfibility 
wtyrihy of the rooft enlightened minds. 

From the intelligence brought by Sir George 
filannton^ who rejoined us on the 23d, very flat^ 
Bering hopes were entertained of the fucccfs of 
the embally. At a time when we were approach** 
ing the fCenc of negotiation, this news was highly 
gratifying. 

During our paflage up the Yellow Sea, we 
paired numeroi^ iflands. Several of the head* 
lands, which in our charts were as yet without a 
Dame, received the appellations of fome of th^ 
CQoft diftinguifhed members of tlie embaiTy. 

July 2 1ft, we caft anchor in Janganfoe Bay. 
Several officers were immediately fent in the cfut.- 
tcr to Mettow, to reconnoitre the coaft, and to 
afcertain if tlicre were any pra^icable means of 
approaching nearer the capital on fhipboard. The 
cutter returned on the 25th* They gave a very 
favourable report of the reception they had expe^ 
rienccd from the Chinefe j but reported, that it 
was abfolutely impradticable to proceed farther, 
y 2 oa 
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on account of ilioals and other natural itnpc£- 
ments. It was therefore refolved to difembark; 
and a gentleman, accompanied by an interpreter, \ 
failed in the cutter to Mettow, to make arraDgt* 
ments for this purpofe. The mandarins procnil' ■ 
cJ to provide large junks for the reception of tbc , 
iuite and baggage^ as foon as the wind prored J 
favourable. I 

Soon after, w6 received a prcfcnt of fome bed- 1 
locks and fheep, feveral hogs, poultry, regetabJci» i 
and other pfodu^ions of the country. A prind- | 
pal mandarin alfo came on board the Lioo, wk> 
iinally fettled the mode and the day of the de- 
barkation. He was invited to dinner; bat oot 
being provided with his ufual table appeodaget, 
he feemed to feel himfelf in an unplealant fitxia- 
tion. The Chinefe neither ufe knives nor forks: 
whether we appeared mod ridiculous to him, or 
he to us, it may be difficult to decide. He ex- 
preffed the greateft admiration of the Ihip, aod 
the various arrangements and convenieoccs he 
faw on board; but what feemed to delight hkn 
mod, was his being hoiHed into one of oar boats 
in the accommodation chair. 

The greateft part of the baggage having been 
previouily put on board the junks, fent to receife 
it, on the 5 th of Auguft, feveral more caise 
along-iide the Lion to receive the remainder, aod 
the ifuite. Before his excellency difembarked, the 
captain ordered the company to man (hip ; he was 
faluted with three cheers from the feamen, and i 
difchar^e of guns from the fhips. 

The junk intended for his lordihip*s receptioiu 
being found inconvenient and filthy, as indeed 
they all were, he quitted it and went on bovd 
the Clarence brig. 
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dn riiis occafioDji we occupied no fewer than 
wenty junks, of about a hundred tons burden | 
nd proceeding flowly, from the various di^cuU 
ies of the river, the whole fleet ancliorcdjoppoiite 
he palace of the principal noandarin in Mettow^ 
n the afternoon of the fame day. 

This town, th^ fir ft which we Ixad {cen in 
I^hina, pofle({ed oone of thofe attractions that 
irife from the elegance of building, or the beauty 
>f fituation. It ftands on a fwampy fpot, fre- 
luently overflowed by the fea, which no precau-* 
:ion of the itUiabUants is able toprevent; and the 
boufes or huts are whoHy conftrufted of mud^ 
covered with bamboo, without either floors oi 
pavements. The refidences of the mandarins, 
however, which lie at a fmall diflan^e from the 
town, are built of ftone and wood, three florics 
high, and are adorned with painting, gilding, 
and piazzas. They appear to contain a con- 
flderable number of apartments; each palace be- 
ing fumiihed witli projeding winfs, which are 
generally of varioufly painted wood. 

Guards, of both infantry and cavalry, attend 
each mandai^n, and environ bis palace with theiv 
tents. 

The rivei; here h of confiderable breadth, but 
of fmall and unequal depth. Acrofs its entrance 
runs a bank of fand. The furrounding country 
prefents a flat expanfe of rich foil aad gi?eat fer-< 
tility. 

Va;n Ta4g^In> a mandarin of the flrfl dafs, 
being delegated by the emperor, to fuperintend 
the pregrefs, and provide for the accommodation 
of the embafly, during its continuance in China, 
began the exercife of his funftions, by furnifliingp 
U&^itb jusk^i wiikh wei^e to. convey u& to Pekinw 
¥3 Tbo 
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The important trnft with which he was inrcficc, 
proved his countr^-'s opinion of his abilities to 
execute it; and we had every reafon to confinn tfce 
favourable deciiion it had paffed. This diffin- 
guiihed perfonage was about the middle fize, ro- 
buft, and finely formed. The darknefs of h:^ 
complexion Was relieved by a fet of features rx- 
prelfive c^ intelligence and feeling; and his mas- 
ners were at once conciliating and correft. 

On the 6th of Auguft, we received from tb? 
mandarin a quantity of beef, bread, and fnirt. 
The beef was well flavoured, but not rcTj fr. 
The bread, not being baked in the Eoropea:: 
mode, though made of excellent ^our, was le'^ 
agreeable to our tafte. It was in fad little better 
than dough, being baked without an intennixiiff? 
of yeaft, which the Chinefe arc either unacquaint- 
ed with, or reje6t its ufe. In ihape and fize, xk: 
loaves referable a conmion waih'ball, di\ndcd i= 
two. They are baked on bars ranged acrofs ai 
iron pan, in which is a certain quantity of water, 
and placed on an earthen (love. When the watc 
begins to boil, tlie fteam is confined by a ihaUov 
tub for a few minutes; and thus the bufincfi cnds^ 
I'his curious method of baking, or rather boiling, 
rendered it neceffary for us to dice and toafi the 
bread before we could relifti it. 

In the afternoon of the fame day, we rccritei 
a variety of meats, both roail and boiled. The 
road meat appeared as if covered with an oitr 
varniih, and taded accordingly : the boiled W2i 
much more agreeable to our palates. 

Perhaps we were a little prejudiced agaloit 

Chinefe cookery, from the accounts we had heard 

of their indifference in regard to animals killed 

on purpofe, or by accident, or dying of difeaie. 

' " It 
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It feems all are equally ufed. The reports that 
had reached our ears, in this refpeft, were con- 
firroed by the evidence of our eyes. Some pigs, 
being iufe&ed with an incurable diforder, were 
thrown overboard; but the frugal Chineffc in- 
ftantly picked them up and drefled them; and 
•while they were enjoying their unenvied feaft, 
appeared to laugh at the Englifli, for their fafti- 
dious delicacy. 

The fqUadron received orders on the 7th, to re- 
turn to Chufan harbour, and to wait for farther 
inilrudions. 

Th^t attention to eftabliihed habits, which, 
though inimical to, improvement, is a fource 'of 
peace, has prevented the Chinefe from making 
any alterations in their naval architedture for ages. 
Their junks are built of beech wood and bamboo, 
flat-bottotned, and of various fizes 5 and nearly a 
fourth part as broad as they are long. On the 
firft deck of the larger vefTels, employed in the 
navigation of rivers, is a range of apartment3> 
confining of bed rooms, parlour, and kitchen. 
The floor, from one end of the junk to the other, 
is full of hatches, which being lifted up by a 
brafs ring, open a ftowage below for immenfe . 
quantities of flores or goods. The windows aris 
formed of fmall fquares of tranfparent paperj and 
the fafhes may be taken out on occalion for the 
admiflion of air. A coloured curtain on the out- 
fide extends the whole length of the junk; and 
this is either furled or drawn, according to the 
pleafure or convenience of the paflengers. 

The main deck is laid out into chambers for 
the ufc of the crew. A. gangway runs on both 
iides the ytffcl, fo as to render the apartments 
private. 
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. If is aftoni{l)ing how little wates the(e jania 
4i^2iw. Some of two Of three hundred tons may 
be navigated with f^fetyon the moft ihoaUj rircn. 
^oft of them have only one mall> which^ as well 
is the rudder, is clam^ and inelegant. 

j^ very wife precaution is i)fed in the naviga- 
tion of the rivers of China. No foooer doei li 
become darl^, bqt a lighted lamp is fufpeaded 
from the mail's head, as a fignal of approach. 
Thus the danger of veflels running foul of each 
other is pre ented. Bef^ies, thefe lamps bciog 
formed of tranfparent paper, infcribed with Chi- 
xiefe charaSers, ferve to announce the name of the 
tunk, or the rank of its paflengers. Other lighti 
likewife aredidributed round the veflel at night. 
During the day, filken flags are d^played, which 
\>einff ilamped with letters^ anfwer the purpoieof 
i^otincation^ the fame as the lamps. Thefe lighti 
and dags have fometimes a graB4 9^ a novel 

The mandarin and his fuite occupied five joois* 
and toolf, tho lead of the proceffi^Mp. His excel- 
lency the ambaffador, and the principal gentle* 
meui had {eycn junks for thei^ acconamodatiocu 
The ibldiers, mechanic^ aud fervants, brought 19 
the rear. 

Every thing being ready, Lord IViacartn^ took 

bis leave of the principal mandarin at Mettow. 

on tljie morning of the 8th of Augu(l; and having 

received a very liberal fupply of provifions, tea. 

fi\gar> vegetables, and fruit, together with a quao^ 

tity of wood and charcoal — ^for mineral coal i% 

Qt known here, nor did we find it was uied in 

;iy part of this empire-^theembai95^ prooeedtd 

p t%. river. 

Words 

Digitized by Google 



macartney's ElkkBASSy. 24^ 

Words cannot exprefs the cffedt the novel fccne 
produced on our minds, as we pafTed through a 
country rich in the charms of nature and of art. 
Cultivation every where feemed to have exhaufted 
its diligent refources. The fields were ^enriched 
with its toils,^ and prefented a view of various 
crops, as luxuriant as faqcy can conceive. Abun- 
dance of fheep and the* moil beautiful cattle were 
ieen grazing in the meadows. 

The gardens, on the courfe of the ftream, ap- 
peared equally adapted for plea^fure and utility'; 
and however much Europeans jnay plume them- 
felves on their fuperiot knowledge of agriculture, 
gardening, artd ornamental defign, the Chinefe, 
in moft refpeds, would bear away the palm. 
Their talle, to our eyes, may be lefs chaftej but 
their diligence overcomes difficulties, which ill 
mofl countries Vould appear infnrmoun table. 

In this delightful voyage, the mandarin's guards 
marched by day along the banks of the river, and 
at night pitched their tents, where the junks l^y 
at anchor. Both the fronts of the huts on laini, 
and the veffels oo the \yater, were decorated with 
lamps, and together forfned an attradtive fight. 

The fentinels, who kept a regular watch dur- 
ing the night, were furnilhed with a piece of 
hollow bamboo, wjiich they flrike with a mallet 
at regular intervals, to fignify their vigilance and 
a6tivity. This cuftom, the peyings, or foldiers, 
informed us, was univerfally adopted by the Chi- 
nefe army. 

At an e^rly hour next morning, the gongs gave 
the fignal for failing. Thefe inftruments are 
made of brafs, foroething refembling the cover of 
a large culinary veflfel; and when llruck with a 
large mallet, covered with leather, produce a 
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^o^nd that <nay be beard farther than the Earn- 
{>eaa trumpet or b^j ju the room of which ibej 
^re fubfti^utcd. 

With the ufual fupply of provifioos, for the 
;firft time, we received a jar of the oouiHry wioc. 
Jt poireiTes a good body ^ but the tafie is ibarpand 
impleafaBt. la colour it refembles liiboD wine. 

Military honours are not unknown in Chtot. 
Id pading feveral pppulous towns^ where ibldien 
suftrt quartered, they were drawn up on the banb 
to receive the ambgiTador, while crowds of £pc^ 
ipjrs filled every acceffiblefpot of view. 

The uaifgrpi of a Chinefe foldier delervet 4€r 
,ibription. It confids of black nankeen trovfer^ 
pver which, a kind of cotton ilockingsare drawi. 
Their ihoefi, which are alfo made of cotton, Mtt 
pxtremcly clumfy, broad at tbe toes, and fumiibed 
with immoderately thick foles. ^rom the top of 
Iheijr trowfers is fufpended a purle, for their mo* 
pey. They have neither iliirts nor wailicoati, 
but only a large black nankeen mantle with looAi 
ll^ves, turned up and fringed with red coloored 
ploth of the fame fabric. A broad girdle confiao 
this loofe robe, ornamented in front with a kind 
of pl^te, fai d to be a conapoHtion of rice. A pipe, 
^nd ba^ for tobacco^ hangs from this cindoic 
pn one iide, and a fan on Uie other. Thofe ap* 
pendag^, and a fupply of tobacco> are allowed b^ 
tht emperor. They wear their fwords on tbe )dt 
iide, with the point forwards. A bow is flong 
under the left arm, and a quiver on their backs 
gfperally contains twelve arrows. Many» bow* 
^ver, carry firearms ', and though it is impoOible 
for the Chinefe to teach Europeans any iaiprora- 
inents in the arts of de(lru6tion, in the caotioa 
|h^ eipploy tQ prevent accidenta ^tb axtil)erf 
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dDd mafkets, they might give the wifeft bfut 2t 
leilbn in the more commend^le art of preferva^ 
tton. 

The fokliers have a tuft oi hair on the back of 
their head, which is plaited down the bdck> and 
tied at the extremity with a riband* Th6 xt& 
they ftiarvc. They cover their heads with fhallow* 
fir^w hats, bound under the chin, and decorated 
^witb a red piome of earners hair. According t«f 
our ideas, little that looks like miiitaty, enters in<»^ 
to the compofition of a Chinefe foldier*^ direftf. 

Their colours are commonly of green (ilk, eA^-^ 
ed with red, and painted with charaderi in gold* 
Of tbcfe they employ k great numbeir. 

In fiiiling up the river, we iaw numbers of 
rvAic habitations, chiefly conftruded of mud,^ 
with fome few of ftone« The country women/ 
w^ith the curiofity natural to their fex, advanced^ 
to fee the proceffion. They leemed to walk with^ 
difficulty V having their Mt and ankles bounds 
with a^ red filJct,^o confine their growth. Tbcii^ 
front hair is combed back on the crown of the^ 
head, and clubbed, and deOora ted with artifidaV 
dowers and filver pins; the hind hair is tlicfti' 
brougbH up, and fecured under the chib. £xbq>C 
in regard to the decorationsof the head, a1cid thi^ 
bandages on their feet, tbe drefs of this OhintM 
women diflrers little from that of the foidre^. 

Ourprbgrefs was by no means rapid} but ^(^ 
vrere every moment attraded by fome new obje6t3»> 
which prevented* our wifh for greatlerexpeditioxl. 
lo the courfeof oneda3r's failing, which could not^- 
exceed twenty-four miles, we paflTedfuch an im-' 
jneiife number of junks, and faw fuch crowds of^ 
people, as would almoft eiureed belief,' did' w€*'al«' 
iei&|it calculation. Independent of the moving 
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tcene, the river iifdf, ipadous and meaDderio^ 
was a noble objed ; and the diverfity of its banks, 
and the views which occafionally opened over a 
rich and varied country, would have afforded a 
fcope to the mod glowing pencil. 

For the firft time, we (aw the plantations of the 
tea-tree, on the lOth. This plant, fo injtmous to 
the conftitution, and fo captivating to the tafie, 
which, from being originally an afelefs luxury^hfl 
now become a necefTary in fo many countries has 
been well defcribed by botanifts, and a repetitioo 
here would be needlefe. We ihall, however, ob- 
ferve that it is of a low fize, with a narrow leaf, 
ibmewhat like myrtle. It was now the icaiaa 
when the tea-tree was in bloflbm. The bloflboii 
arc picked when young, and mixed with the tea, to 
which they conmiunicatea more agreeable flavour. 
l[^lentiful as tea appears to be in this province, it is 
not within the re^ch of the lower claifes, as the 
crew of the junks were glad to receive oar tea 
leaves, which they dried and then boiled, to pro- 
cure their favourite beverage. Tea b univcnaily 
Vjfed in China without fugar) and as the nativei» 
particularly the lower orders, frequently dry and 
reboil |he leaves for ft)me weeks fucceflivcly, they 
tinite economy with grratihcatipn ; which would 
be falutary, if copied in Europe. 

On the morning of the 1 1 th, we approadied the 
city of Tycn-Sing. * The banks of the river here 
prefented fields of millet and rice. The number 
of fpedators that met us, both in velfels and by 
land, exceeds all calculation. J'or nearly two nuks 
we obferVed a range of fait heaps, difpofed in co- 
lumns, and covered with matting j but whether 
manufactured on tlie fpot^ or for what porpotie 
. .. fuck 
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iocfa a prodlgicms quantify w|s co\Us&t6, w^ 
"Virere not able to afcertain. 

The noife and fhodts of an innumerable feititi- 
tude of people attended our^ntranoe into the cit/. 
7hi8 is a very populous and exteniive place. Tb<f 
Koufes are built of brick, and are in general twi> 
Tories high, covered with tiles j but the want of 
regularity offends the eye ; and the Greets are l^d 
oncommonly ns^rrow, that not more than tWf) 
perfons can walk abreall. 

So^n aikr our arriral> the ambaflador, \t«ho waf 
received with military honours, went in full fbnil 
to viiit the chief mandarin. His palace is large 
and lofty, palifadoed in front, gilt and painted in 4 
-very fanciful and cxpenfife form, fiven^the er- 
teriml walls are decorated with paintings ; and th<$, 
roof is coated with a yellow varnifh of brilliiint 
eSed. Here the ambaifador and fuite partook of 
a cold collation, at which all the dainties of thd 
country were collcAed. 

In honour of the diiling^iihed vifiter, a Chinefe 
play was performed. The theatre is a fquare 
wooden drudure, in the front of the mandarin*^ 
palace. The ftage is furrpunded with galleries^ 
vrhich were decorated with ribands and filken 
fifeankirs. 

The reprefentations confided of warlike «mh 
ncnivres, varied by dight-of-^hand deceptions, and 
a difplay of perfonal agility, in which the per- 
formers acquitted themfelves with admirebld 
adroitneis. A band of mulic, confitling of wind 
inftruments, enlivened the fcene. Th« novelt/ 
#fbothj>leafed the eye> rather than delighted the 
€9r. The female chara6ters were performed by 
ennochs : -the delicacy of the Chiooib would be 
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fhocktd at the public exhibition of tbdr ▼»> 
men. 

When the ambai&dor and attendants i t tiin i td 
.pn board, fuch an inunenfe number of people ac- 
companied them, in every kind of conveyance ca- 
pable o£ fioatiug, that accidents appeared inevit- 
able. We were witnefs to one, where part of the 
deck of an old junk giving way, from the CDor- 
monspreflure of fpe^tors^ configned feveral po- 
fons to a watery grave. 

A very liberal fupply of provifions had been fart 
US before we embarked. Indeed, from the fapcr- 
abundance, we entertained the crews who navi- 
gated the junks 3 thus converting the hofpitsdity 
of the country to the relief of the natives ; fer 
which mark of attention they teftified a due fcnle 
of gratitude. 

A prefent having been made of fome parcels 
of iilk by the mandarin,. Tyen-Sing, to the embti- 
fy, ah officer, by the di region of the ambadador, 
diftributed them among his fuitej bat it not be- 
ing poffible for every one to have an equal ihaie, 
it -was det^rained, after two pieces were difiri- 
^uted to each of the gentlemen, the remainder 
ilipuld be difpofed of by drawing lots, by which 
means every perfon, whether mechanic, lervaot* 
rouiician, or loldier, had an equal chance. 

The weather had been excelhvely hot for feme 
days ; and at an early. hour on the morning of the 
12th of Auguft, we were vilited by a molt tre- 
mendous ilorm of thunde)-, lightning, and raio» 
\y^hich is not unufual in this climate. ■ 

It was found neceflary, during feveral hoars 
tliis day, to employ men to tow Uie jimks alcog. 
In China, numbers follow this laboriuu* vocation. 

to 

Digitized by Google 



macartney's embassy; 255 

to "which they are called, when the wiiid or tide 
fails. 4 A rope is fixed to the maft, and another to 
the head of the junk. Thefe are of a length pro- 
portionable to the breadth of the river, and are 
£.xed, one at each end, to a flick of about thirty 
inches long. This is thrown over the head and 
reils on the breaft, forming a kind of harnefs, 
Every draughtfman is furnifhed with a fimilar 
apparatus, and when all are ready, the leader 
gives the fignal to advance. The towers a6t in 
concert, and proceed with a meafured flep, which 
is^regulated by a kind of mufical tone, conftantly 
repeated. The fatigue thefe ufeful drudges un-. 
dergo would appear exceflive to any but the Chi- 
nefe 5 they wade through marfliy banks, and ftalk 
through muddy foil, with a perfeverance .that 
claims at once our pity and admiration. . 

Next day, when we received the ufual fuppl/ 

of provifions, we fet about cooking them ourfelvesj 

being pcrfeftly difgufted with Chinefe filthinefs, 

in regard to their victuals. With refpe(ft to ricej 

however, they defer ve the praife of cleahlinpfs. 

They waih it well in cold water, and drain it 

through a iieve,'thea throw it into boiling water, 

and when pulpy, take it out with a ladle, and put 

it into another clean veflel, where it is fofFered toi 

remain till it becomes quite white and dry. In 

this form it is ufed for bread. Indeed, boiled rice; 

and fometimes millet, with vegetables, fried in oil, 

conftitute the ufual food of the lower clafs. They 

eat regularly every four hours of the day, and fel- 

dom vary tljeir humble repaft. Their tables are 

about a foot high ; on them a Jarge veflel of rice 

is placed, .^nd each perfon, fitting on the fiooo 

helps himfelf to a fmall bafon. The vegetables 

are taken up with a couple of chop.-fticks, and 
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pHen vfiih 4be rice. On particular days a iBoie 
^oial diet is ufed. The ul'oal beverage n a weak 
mfuiioo of tea. 

Amid tlie new and extracordinary tfalogs wbick. 
In fucb rapid fucceflioo, caoght the view, p er ii a yi 
ibc number of the inhabitants that every wboe 
pYefoited themfelves, was the mo£t woo^erfiil. It 
m^ be thought to border on the msrvelkms, bet 
it is a ccHain fa^ that we could not jmh fewo 
than four thoufand junks in the cooifc of thd 
day. 

We arrived at the city o^ Toag-tcfaew oa the 
i&^ of AuguH, and here our vc^age ended. 
This place iis di^ant only twelve miles from Pc- 
kin. Edipedation was now roufed, and fame de- 
gree of anxiety awakebed. We fotind ao iock>- 
fare here, purpoiely erected, for the Winding c£ 
tl^ b^^gage and prefents. It occupied nearly the 
^^ace of an acre. 

A tei^e was allotted for the rcfidenoe of tfat 
f919ba%> during its- flay at this place ; and tht 
y^hoh fuite, of every defcription, received an invi- 
i^tic^ from the grand mandarin to partake of m 
piK^blic lyeakfad, which wa& to be provided oest 
Voorning^ Acccrrdingly, Lord Macartney and Sir 
George Staunton ^^t oiit in two palanqains» and 
jyere cfoorted to the temple by a party of Chi- 
pc£e foldiers. The breakfeft was compofed of 
^ariou^ made di&es^ meat, tea, wines, ^^ok, and 
ConfeiSionary. 

Every exertion was made to land the bagg^ 
fnd pfefents with fpeed and fafety; and fudb 
emulation was difplayed in this fervice, that raoft 
pf it was lodged in the depot before night. Two 
Chlnefe officers infpeded every cafe and packagn 
»t the gat^ ol' the ioclofure, of which they $^ 
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peared' to take a written account, and pafted- 
marks^ correfponding with their minutes on ever^ 
feparate article. This; we underftood, was doner 
with a view of certifying the emperor of all that 
ivas brought into his dominions. 

The temple, as^it was called, appropriated for 

the refidehce of the embaiTy, though in fa6t: it was 

the habitation of a timber-merchant, hired by the 

Chinefe government for this purpofe, is about a 

mile diftant from the city. It is a neat, low 

building, of one ftory high ; and coqlifts of feve- 

ral courts, which were feverally occupied by the 

ibldiers, fervants, ambaffador and fuite. The 

foldiers court was next the entrance. Beyond 

this was the fervants quarter, oppofite to which 

is a fquare building, of one room, confecrated to 

religious worihip. In the middle of this flands ' 

an altar, fupporting three porcelain ftatues, as 

large as life; and on each fide are candleftick?, 

•which are lighted whenever any perfon is paying 

bis devotion, and regularly at morn and eve. Be- 

foire the images Hands a pot full of duft, into 

which a . number of long matches are thruft, 

which are.likewife lighted during the celebration 

of worlhip. The devotees having finifhed, the 

candles and the matches are extinguiihed, and an 

attendant on the altar ftrtkes a bell thrice with a 

mallet. All perfons prefent then kneel before 

the images, inclining their he^ds three tiijies, 

with their hands clapfed, which they lift over 

their heads as they rife. Such is the (intple cere^ 

jnony of the daily worihip of the Cbincfe, intar 

riably obferved from th^ humbleft to the higheftj 

. from the peafant to the emperor. This worihip 

obtains the appellation of Chin-chin-joib» orllvs 

. fervice of Qod« The meaned hut has its altar and 
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hs im^gt 'y n<^ is |here d jimk without thoTe a]^ 
j^endages. From the number of images, ia placei 
wherd the rites of religwn are regularly pcffonn- 
*d, and the obei^nces b^ng thrice Fepeste^, am 
■we not difcover a fjmboHic acknewJedgrocnt of 
tfie ChriftiaA Trinity ? Truth< though obicoraL 
is not quite obliterated, even in con o tries reputed 
pagan. We fee fai*^ traces of rcrelation in In- 
dia and iti China> though wrapped tip in the Tctl 
of tnyftery and allegory. 

The court a^6priated to the ofe of the taibtf- 
fador and fuite> was handfome and fpacious, deco- 
Tated with la^tijps, gildings, and other Chi neiecm- 
fcelliAments. A hundred various difhes were 
iervdd up at his excellency's table for dinner. A 
«»uniber of Chinefe crowded round, and feemed 
iighly diverted with the difplay of European mao- 
xsers, fo oppo(ite to the^r own. Indeed Chinefe 
^rvants were diilhbuted in the difFereat apait- 
jnents, to be ready at any hour of the day, to fup- 
ply the CBDbaffy v/ith the various beverages of the 
country. Thef<ft are chiefly tea, cold or warm. 

Tht city of Tong-tchew is about fix niiirs in 
circumference, almoft fquare, furrounded by t 
high wall, to which aA eternal ditch is added, in 
f hd moft icceffible fpots. It has three gates, t»A 
'well fortified, and may, altogether, be omitdcxtd 
as a ftrong place. 

The hc^fes are almoft univeHally of wood, of 
one ftory high, pretty i*ith exterior decorations in 
the Chinefe ^yle ; but moft of them are deftitote 
of furniture. The (hop is the principal room. 
Before this afrc high pillars, fupporting i»n awn- 
ing, covered with painting And gilding, and deco- 
railed with ftfeamefjfs. iTiefe ftreamers indicate t^ 
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iomnio^tics to be fold 5 and fometimes a wooden 
fig are is (uperadded, to direct to the fpot. 

In the form and jSze of the houfes and fhops 
there is very JitUe variety 5 the fame plan prevails 
throughout the city in almoft every refped. The 
ftreets indeed are 'of different breadths 5 but all of 
them have a pavement on each fide for the Accom- 
modation of foot paffengers. 

As a fubftitnte for glafs, a thin glazed j^aper is 
tmiverfally ufed in China : however, fome of th^ 
palaces of the higher claiTes are foraiftied with filk 
to admit the light. 

Tong-tchew feems to carry on a very extenlive 
trade. An immenfe number of junks refort to it. 
The population is computed at nearly half a mil- 
lion. 

The fummers in this climate are very hot ; but 
the winters are in proportion fevere, as appears 
by ice of vaft thick nefs being preferved to cool 
the drink during the hot months. In China^ ice 
is cfteemed a peculiar luxury. 

The fhortnefs of our ftay, and the ignorance of 
the language, rendered it extremely difficult to 
obtain any corrcd idea of the nature of the mur 
fiicipi^I government. It was, however, underftood 
that civil caufes were decided by a bench of the 
lotter mandarins J but their judgment was fubjeft 
to the revrew of the principal mandarin, and even 
an appeal lay from him to the vicert>y of the pro^ 
vincc; 

The ultimate fate of capital offenders depends 
im the emperor alone, but de^th is feldom inflid- 
cd in China. Perfons fkr advanced in years, con- 
felTed they had never (feen or known a capital ex* 
tcution take ^place in their j^rovince. The mil4 
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manners, the fober virtues, of the Chincie in gp- 
neral,j'ender punifliments neither freqacnt nnx Se- 
vere. An exad police, however, is kept up, and 
delinquencies are expiated with promptitude aud 
unerring certainty, if deteded. Thus the hopes 
of pardon does not infpire a vicious confidence; 
and the extreme di65culty of preventing detc<i:cffl, 
operates as a powerful dilTuafive from crime. The 
Chiiiefe, however, feem to enjoy as much liberty 
of a6tion as is reconcileable to the well-being of 
fociety ; ^nd peace and contentment blefs ilidr 
lives. 

The curiofity of the people was very tronble- 
feme daring our excurfion rouncf the city. ^Vc 
were frequently obliged to feek an aiylom in the 
fhops till the gazing multitude had difperfcd. 

The fecond day after our arrival, the ordnance 
and (lores were examined, and a trial made of the 
guns in the prefeuce of the ambaflador. They 
were found to anfwer perfedly well. 

In the evening his excellency was vifited by the 
chief mandarin, accompanied by Van-Tadgc-In. 
A band of raufic performed during his flay, wilk 
which the vifiters feeraed vaftly pleafed. 

We had hitherto efcaped withoiu a deatbyOrary 
very ferious illnefs, in the erabaHy lince we entcrri 
ChiUii ; but this evening we loft ^Ir. Eades, one 
of the mechanics, by a violent fhix. . To imprcli 
the natives with a favourable idea pf the fulemoi* 
ties of our funerals. Lord Macartney was pleafed 
to direct that the deceafed (hould be interred with 
military honours. In China, coffins are kept ready 
made. They are chiefly of the fame fizc for all 
grown i^erfons 3 are ftrong and very heavy ; in 
ihape fomewhat like a flat-bottomed boat. 11j^ 
'id IS fccured with a cord inftead of nails. Having 
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prbCQted one of tlaefe receptacles of mortality, W6 , 
placed the corpfe in it with all poflible decency. 
IteLt moniing, orders were iifued for the troop* 
to appear with their iide^artns, except a fergeaot 
and && pcvraties, who were appointed toiire a vol- 
ley over the grave ; and as there was no clergjrmai^ 
attached to.the en>ba(%, an attendant on hi« lord- 
ihip was called on to officiate on iM^ mournfol 
occafioD. 

TJie ^Eoceflion, having beeft prcvioafly mar- 
fiialled^ proceeded ilowly to the bupying-grountl) 
about a quarter of a mile's di dance from the am- 
baflador's refidence. An imcnenfe concourfe of 
fpe^ators were allured by the novelty of the fcene , 
to accompany us. Perhaps the moft fplcndid ex* 
bibitiou would not Jftave procured a larger alTem* 
faly. The body Wa&commiited ^otlie^iiouiid witli 
due folemnity ', apd the procelfion returned i» tht 
ifime order as it weiu. 

In this country we obferred that the graves 
^*rcrc very fliallow. Tney have memorials of 
marye and fiosieas with us, charged with infcnp* 
tions. Some of the monuments here exhibited 
traces of no ordinary lcalptu,re. This receptacle 
of dull was of very confideraWe extent, but with- 
out walls. Except in the vicinity of large towns^ 
there are no public burial grounds : in the coun- 
try, the deceafed repofe within tiie precin^s where 
they lived. 

Several mandarins paid a vifit of refpe6t to (he 
ambaifador, and notified that the day following 
was appointed for the embaiiys departure to Pe-* 
kin. 

At a very early hour, on the morning of the 
21(1 of A^igufl, the figoai was given by beat of 
draw, to prepare for our departure. The fddiers 
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were firft marched off, and then the (erraats ; ftr 
both of whom covered waggons had been provii- 
ed. The gentlemen of the fuite followed in ligtt 
carts, and Lord Macartney, Sir George Staontoc 
and the interpreter, had each a palanqnin. k 
, point' of equipage and appearance, this proceffioc 
was by no means equal to the diplomatic digiiitT 
of a great and powerful nation. 

After leaving Tong-tchew, we entered a fine 
champaign country, through which we travclkn 
on a road of uncommon breadth and beautr. A 
foot pavement, about fix yards wide, occupied the 
centre, and on each fide feveral carriages had room 
to run abreaft. Roads of a fimilar defcription coo- 
dud to the capital from the principal towns oi the 
empire ; and thefe are kept in perfeft repair by 
labourers regularly difpofed, and confbintly eo* 
ployed. 

We reached the town of Kiyeng-Foo by fcren 
in the morning. This is a large and popoloci 
place, and exhibits the appearance of conimcidal 
opulence. As it was mod probably a matter ct 
general notoriety, when we were to enter Pekia, 
the concourfe of people, who filled every accclEb^ 
fpot of view, and even crowded on us, notwitli* 
Itanding all the exertions of the mandarins, cou- 
fiderably impeded our progrefs, and exccedcJ 
what we had hitherto feen of Chinefe popolatioo. 
Yet, to ©ur mortification, we obferved, that ocr 
appearyice excited rather ridicule than rcipefit; 
and burfts of laughter accompanied every tranfi- 
cnt fight of us from our humble vehicles. 

\Ve Hopped nearly an hour at Kiyeng-Foo,aad 
received fonie refreftiments of meats, tea, and 
fruits. Van-Tadge-Xn likewife ordered feme io- 
au, an unpleafant Chinefe wine/ to be diOributoi 
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to the attendants of the embaffy. ThU he did 
from the benevolent motive of enabling them to 
reiiil the calls of appetite till another opportunity 
offered of gratifying them, which at prefent could 
not be.afcertained. Of the face of the country, 
between this town andPekin, it is impoffible to 
fpeak. Myriads of people intercepted our view. 
We pafTed beneath feveral beautiful triumphal 
arches, on entering the fuburbs of the metropo- 
lis. The magnificence they difplayed, ferved on-^ 
ly for a contraft to the unavoidable meannefs of 
our appearance. 

The houfes in the fuburbs are built of wood, two 
ftpries high, yarioufly painted in front. The Ihops 
make a very refpe6lable appearance. The ftreets 
are fpaciousj and on this occafion they were lin- 
ed with foldiers, without whofe alliftance it 
-would have been irapoliible for the cavalcade to 
have advanced. , 

. At two in the afternoon we reached the gatetf 
of the imperial city of Pekin, or Pit-chin, as pro- 
nounced by the natives. The walls inclofe a cir- 
cumference of twelve leagues. At ten every night 
the gates are Ihut, and till dawn of day all com- 
munication is fufpended between the city and 
the fuburbs. During that fpace, a fpecial order 
from the principal mandarin of the city is abfo- 
lutely neceflary to procure ingrefs or egreis. 

The walls are of great height, and of maffy 
thicknefs 5 the foundation is of done, but the fu- 
perftrudure is wholly of brick. Outworks and 
batteries, at fhort intervals, increafe the ftrength 
of the walls, and forts are very frequent, but ex- 
cept at the gates, there are neither cannons nor 
guards^ His imperial niajefly generally reiides 
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here froth Odober to April; and dnriog thtt 
period* foldKers patrole the walls every nighc. 

O9 the moft moderate compatatioo* frocn tbe 
fouth gate to the eaft gate is a fpace of ten mUcL 
This was our route tfarotigh Pekio -, and every 
ftep prefented fome new ofa^ed to arreft oar at- 
tention. The ih-eets are fpacioos, dean, aatf 
commodious, well paved> and well regulated. Ac 
exad police is kept up; and as ererj pnbCc 
fundionary/from the higheft to the lowcft, is at- 
tentive to the dilcharge of his duty, order, neat* 
nefsy and attiviu are every who'e peroqptiUr. 
Large bodies of fcavengers are employed 10 iqa- 
rate diflrids in removing every l^)ecies of filtk; 
and another clafs of men fprinkle the Greets, 10 
prevent die daft from incommoding paflengei*. 
or injuring the gaudy wares and elegant mano- 
fadures which every ifaop prefents for fale. 

In the capital, and, indeed, in almoft crtty 
town in China, the pride of archite^dnnll ele- 
gance and embellifliment feems to be chtedydiT- 
piayed in the fhops. The tradefmen wifely by 
out the greateft expetice in that apartment whack 
brings them in the moft profit; hence the ihop» 
in general, are magnificent, while their domelb^ 
accommodations are neither numerous nor grasd*, 
The houfes here are low, but highly embeBj(btil| 
in front, with galleries, paintings, and 
chara^ers. Fine pillars are ereded at the 
of the ftiops, fnpporting a Bag, which 
the name and profeftion of we mailer cyf tW 
houfe. Thefe flags, with the intermixture of rikl^ 
ing, fculpturv, and valuable commodities, wlsd 
attrad the eye every moment, give* an idea i 
fplcodor, which fancy can fcarcely enlarge. 
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'T(Ke, butchers ibops appear to be fupplied with 
excellent meat. Oa entering one of them, t6^ 
iatisfy our curiofity in regard to the pieces of 
meat» and the mode of cutting k up, which laft 
is Bcaryy the fame as our own, we obferved an 
earthen fiove with a gridiron. The butcher> con*- 
flruing our iigns into a want of roeat> began cut- 
ting off and broiling fniall 0iccs, which he con- 
tinued to fupply us with till we were fatiaiiccK 
Perhaps, we might confume about a pound ; and, 
on producing a ftring of cs^is,ee, the only coin al- 
lowed to be current in China, he took off one 
conderon, or ten, as the pi4ce of his meat. In 
tbi« maoner 1 faw numbers fearing on beef and 
mutton. 

In Pekin, as in every popnlous place in the 
world, numbers muft be engaged in humble, 
though ufcful, trades, in the llreets. Many thou- 
lends here derive their livelihood from this fource. 
Tb^e itinerant tradefmen, according to the na- 
ture of their bufincfs, either hear baikets ove^ 
their fhouidcrs, or carry a kind of pack. Street 
barbers are very numerous. Thele carry with 
them the implements of their trade,* together 
\(rith a chair, a fmall ftove, and a water hafon. 
Their cuftomers lit down in the ftreet, where the 
operation is performed with difpatch, and a mace 
IB the general compliment to the operator. A 
pair of large fteel tweezers, fnapped with force, 
gives the (ignal that the barber is at hand ; and, 
in a country where it isJmpoflible th«t any pcr- 
faa can entirely Ihaye himfelf, if he complies 
i^iciih the eitabliihed mode> this muft be a lucra^ 
live trade. 

Vol. PC.. A a Street 
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Street au6tioneers, apparently poflefled of a3 
the low eloquence and the vociferous exertions 
of that craft, prefent themfelves frequently on a 
kind of plat for n!*. 

The principal flreets being of cnormoas Icn^h. 
arc fubdivided by arched gateways, under each of 
which the name of the partial llreet is written ia 
gilt chara6ters. Thefe arches continually appear- 
ing, ferve as central objeds for the eye to repolc 
on. The crofs ftreets are terminated by fmall 
latticed gates, fhut during the night ; while the 
principal ones are inceflanfly guarded by loldiers, 
who are armed with fwords and whips, to qoe'.l 
any difturbance, or to correft llighter irregulari- 
ties. 

Palanquins are the fafhionable vehicles of the 
great, while covered carts, drawn by a horfc or 
a mule, ferve for the inferior clafles. 
' An opinion has prevailed in Europe, that the 
Chinefe women live fecluded from view. The 
fa6t is otherwife : they frequently prefent them- 
felves from the galleries in front of their houlcs ; 
and amid the immenfe concourfe that were af- 
fembled to view our procellion, perhaps, there 
were more women in proportion than we thouIJ 
have feen in any principal town of Europe. 

The females of Pekin, in general, polfrU drli- 
cate features, the effeds of which they heighten 
by colmetics. They alfo apply vermilion to ibc 
middle of their lips, which certainly is not an 
unattradive addition to their beauty. Their 
eyes are fmall, but very expreflive ; and their 
brilliance is oontrafted by a peak of black vdret 
or 111 k, fet with ftones, which depends from the 
forehead to the iafertio£i of the nufc. Their 
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.feet appear to be of the natural iiie. In fad:, 
the women feeni to enjoy aS mtich liberty as is 
'confiftent with the delicacy of the fex; nor is 
jealoufy, as far as we could judge, a predominant 
paffion among the men. On obferving a crowd 
of women, we addreifed them with the 'word 
chou-au, or beautiful, on which they gathered 
round us with an . air of modeft politenefs, ex- 
amined the make and texture of our clothes, arid 
appeared to be vaftly entertained. They did not 
decline a gentle ihake of the hand, on one of our 
party taking leave ; iror did the men, who were 
prefent, feen^ diflatisfied with our attention, or 
their condefcenfion. 

In our way through the city, we met a funeral 
proceffion. The coffin was covered by a rich 
canopy, with iilk curtains, highly ornamented, 
and hung with efcutcheons. It was placed on a 
large bier, and had a great number of men to 
lupport it, who advanced with a flow and folemn 
jftep. A band of muiic followed, playing a kind 
of dirge j anci after them came the friends and 
relatit)ns of the dcceafed, in dreffes of* black and 
white. 

Pafling the eaflern fuburbs, vC^e again entered a 
rich and beautiful country, and foon arrived at 
Yeuroenmanyeumen, one of the emperor's pa- 
laces, diftant about five miles from the city. Here 
we found rather a fcanty and indifferent lefrefh- 
inent 5 but being much fatfgued, the idea of reft 
was our moft acceptable gratification. 

This pa4ace is low, both in fituation and build- 

> ing. We entered it by a common flone gateway, 

guarded by foldiers 5 beyond this is a kind of pa^ 

jrade, in the centre of which is a fmall lodge for 
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the accommoddtton of the roandariiis to waidBg. 
The body of the palace is divided into two f^amsc 
courts^ equally deftitute of elegance add coovcoi- 
ence ; the windows of the apartments ape farm- 
ed of lattice, covered with glased mad paiatcd 
f>apcrt and throuf^ut the whole range ihese 
was no other fumicure than a few ordinary takim 
and chairs. Not a bed or bedlicad was aof 
where to be (ecn. Indeed, ofae natives Hcep oa 
A kind of niatreCsy and «over tbemfelves with a 
caduon of ihiffed and qoilted cotton. They «o- 
jdteis only partially, when they retire to ite^, vai 
sncteafe the nomber of their coverings a^oordiDf 
to the feverity of the feafon. Intiwad of be^ 
ileadfi>.tb^ nfe a large wooden bench, raifed atioot 
two feet froQ3 the grotind, and bottomed wi«% 
tomfaoQs or wicker woiic. On one of tbefe Se- 
veral perfons may fpread their matretfes. 

Every thing about this reddence evinced ihift 
it had been long deferted or negleded ; and, i»- 
deed» a more unpromifing fitnatioo for a njd 
residence coold no where be found. It was ns^ 
lorally fwampy, and two ponds of flagnaat water 
communicated their mephitic odours to citiy 
apartn^nt. Some fmall grafs fields belong' to 
the p)ace ; but thefe too were an excepttoa M 
the general cultivated appearance of the connify* 
In iliort, centipedes, fcorpions, and mo^qtutoob 
infefted every part of this palace j and foriJcKk 
inhabitants it was fojeiy adapted. 

Yet, difagrceable as the internal ftste of cm 
reddence was, we were cut otf from all ea.tcrBil 
confMHunicatioo. Soldiers and mandarins guard* 
ed every avenue ; and the cmbaflTy con4d be roo- 
^ered in no other light than ac priibnciB of Usee. 
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His excellency, the ambaffador, juftly conceive 
ing a dllguil at a iitaation fo unfavourable to 
health or accommodation, as well as derogatory 
to his perfonal dignity and the honour of his 
countr}', made a ferious remonftrance on the oc- 
cafion. His application was, at laft, produ6tive 
of a change of refidence ; it was not, however, 
till the 26th, that we were fuffered to quit this 
dreary abode. 

During this interval, feveral unpleafant alter-* 
cation^ took place between the qierabers of the 
etnbafly and the foldiers on guard. The former 
could ill brook the difgraceful reftraints laid on 
them by confinement within the walls of their 
prifon 5 and the latter pertinaciously oppofed 
every attempt at greater liberty. . 

So much pleafure did every perfonjittached to 
the embalTy feel, at the profpeft of leaving this 
-wretched place, that every necefiary preparation 
was made for the purpofe >in the fhortell poffible 
fpace of time. Some of the prefents, and the 
more delicate articles of art or manufadure, 
were left here, left they ihould be injured by 
frequent removal. 

Tiie procedion fet out on its return to Pckin, 
with the fame accprmuodations as it came; and 
the arrangements having been made more per- 
fectly than before, we arrived, without any acci- 
dent or confufion, at the north gate of :Pekin 
^out one in the afternoon of the 26th of Auguft. 
This was the counter-gate to what we bad en- 
tered in our former proceffion through Pekin, 
and prefentednew views of ftreets and buildings; 
A pagoda attra^ed our notice in our progxefs, 
jbeing the tirfl we had found an. opportunity of 
.obftrving. .It Hands ^n the centre of a beautiful 
A a 3 garden j 
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garden ; is fquare> fione built, and gn&cmRf dt* 
minlfhes from the bottom till it terminates in a 
fphere. It ri fes to the height of (eiren fioriei» 
and has a gallery near the top, encompaflod bf a 
railw 

As it is probable oar return was uoexpednl* 
we pafled with facility through the ftreets, and 
ibon arrived at a princely palace, beloogin^ w 
the Viceroy of Canton, who, it feem», was a fiats 
prifoner here for tome mifcondn^ in office. This 
palace confix of twelve large and fix /matter 
courts : it is built of a grey-coloured brick, rf 
moft elegant workmanlhip, but, except two de* 
tached ^ifices, which were occupied by Lord 
Macartney and the fecretary to the emb^Jy, the 
palace was only one fiory high, though this wm 
of unufual elevation* Every thing without and 
within convinced us we now lodged in a palace: 
the embelliil^ments were in the firtt llylc of Chi- 
nefe tafle; and in regard to the beauty of e^ 
k>urs and the brilliant effcGt of houfe painting 
DO nation can entex into competition with tfao. 
The gloiTy effedk of japan is every where percep- 
tible, without the intervention of varnilh; for 
\rc were convinced, that the beauty produced 
arofe from fome ingredients in the original com- 
pofition. 

The apartments were very fpacious, and hmtg 
with the mod elegant paper, enric^ied with nld- 
ing. Lord Macartney's relidence was fingularly 
fuperb, and, moreover, had an elegant private 
theatre beionging to it; and, in a word, ai 
ranks and dcicrfptions were accomraodated in a 
flyle that gave fatisfoAiott, and deferved acknow- 
ledgment. Here, however, the furniture was 

-her valuable aor iu any quatniry. Chai» 
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WrI tables, a few platforms, covered with bam- 
boo roftUiqg and carpets, "were the only raove- 
' ab^s in a palace, whofc decorations, both exter- 
iBai TOid imernal, would not have difgraced the 
yefideBce of the emperor himfelf. 

Under the floor, in each of the principal apart- 
Bicntj, is a dove, with a circular tube, which coiv? 
"w^ warm air to every jrAvt of the room aboTC. 
We fffw no chiranies in this country j and un* 
dcrftood that ftoves, fupplied with charcoal, were 
the WttivcFfal coitona. 

The fupplies for the tabic were in the beft flyle 
€€ Chioefc living -, which confifts mor^ of ftews 
9Dd hashes than folid joints. In this refpe^^ 
bowever, we had no reafon to complain ) but the 
lame vigilance was employed to keep us withii| 
the Itmtts of our refidence as ever 5 and on no 
pfetet^ce coold we pafs the gates, or even fcale 
Cl^ walls, which were conftantly guarded by $ 
iDilitary force. 

Wc wore told that the palace in which we 
were confined, was built by the Viceroy of Can- 
ton, chiefiv from the fruits of his exadtions or^ 
the Engli^if during his continuance in office, at 
the e;xpence of near one hundred thoufan^ pounds 
ftwrling; 

Though we wiflied that mt C6htfriuance 11) 
ibis place might be of tio Idrig duration, >s it was 
nnpo&hle to make anv progrefs in the grand ob? 
jcd of our raiffion, tilt We had an ijiterview with 
ibe cmperw, yet every arrangemei;>t was made to 
add to the dignity of the ert^baify, or promote M 
eonvenience. Having 'fettled this bufmefs/w^ 
waited with anxious expedation the return, ot a 

Saadarin, who had beei^ dilpatched to learn his 
jperiai majelty « pleafure, whether we fkouM 
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proceed to Tartar/, where he was then refident, 

or wait till the period of his ufual retura to Pekin. 

On the moiTiing of the 28th of Aagafl« the 
condu6ling mandarin came to acquaint the am- 
baffador, that it was his imperial majefty s pica- 
fure to receive him in Tartar/. 

A new arrangement immediately 4:ook places 
The principle gentlemen belonging to the cm- 
bafly were feleded to accompany his excellency 
into Tartar/ ; feveral of the fcientific gentlemen* 
mechanics^ and iick, were to remain in charge of 
the baggage, and prefents. 

The guards, muficians, and fervants, received 
orders to hold themfelves in readinefs, witii only 
indifpenfable neceflaries ; and even the geniic- 
men of the fuite were to be as little encumbeixd 
as poflible. They were to carry with them only 
the uniform of the emba (Ty, and a common fait 
©f clothes : the rauficians and fervants were to 
be drefled out in a fuit of Hate liveries, which, 
on being unpacked, it was evident that this was 
not their firft appearance. in public. But whe- 
ther they were of diplomatic origin, or derived 
their exiftence from a meaner caufe> is of liiilc 
importance to the reader. With thefe habili* 
me;pts, fuch as they were, every man fitted him- 
felf out in the heft manner he could, though 
there was a general want of fuitable fmnll clothes; 
and had the party appeared as ridicolous to the 
Chinefe as they did tb one another> they might 
have fuppofed we wi(hed to acquire money by aa 
exhibition, not to add dignity to an embaily. 

'The ambairador and Sir George Staunton were 
to travel in an old chaife belonging to ihe latter. 
which, on being unpacked, had npne of that 
gaudy aj)pc3Tauce whicji diftinguiibed the worki 
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j^ aft in tiii« coxxnixy *, and Ibme of the natives 
did not hefitate to exprefs their difapprobation of 
its external appearance. 

Such of ^be fuite as preferred riding on horfe- 
back were to be aceommodated, on giving jn their 
names > aod carts \rere to be provided for the 
Deft. 

The baggage and prefents, which were to. ac* 
company us, having been pvevioufly fent off, the 
ambaffador's carriage was to be driven by a cor- 
|)oral of infantry, who fortunately had once been 
a poftilHon, and a light horfeman, who was to a6t 
ji» bis aifiilant. A man who has learned two 
trades is frequently ufeful to himfelf and to others 3 
this humble corporal was the only man who couJd 
liflTe headed the amba^ador. He and his ai!i{l-* 
an% w«re permitted to ex^rcife the hoifes in th« 
cfcaife -fbi* a fhort time througii the fh-^ets of Pe- 
Ida, under a guard of mandarins and foldiersj 
jind fuch crowds aflTembled to fee this extraordi- 
aiary fpedacle, that ««thority was abfolutely ne^ 
cefla*y to reftrain the impertinent trefpaifes of 
cuFfofity. 

A number of horfes having been already 
brought to the palace, and the riders having made 
o fciaftion, very carty in the morning of Septem- 
|jer 2d, we beg^ our march ; but meeting with 
frequent interruption, it was fome time before we 
coM pais the city gate. This being efteded, we 
IboD drove through the fuburbs, and entered a rich 
and beautiful country by a road of great width, 
but without any central pavement. AfVer travel- 
ling abewt fix miles, we reached the village of 
Chjn-gih<s where we were allowed our morning 
refrcfhments. In our route we pa fled a great 
immber of populous.vilidg6s^ and took up our iirft 
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eight's loJ^Ing at coe of the cxnpcror*s |ialaiT% 

named Xanlbigljoc. 

Our benevolent conda.Sor, Van-Tadge-Io, 
ibexned to redouble his a<^«itj as we approactic^ 
the imperial prel'cnce, W'c were now tarTuthc^d 
every day vith the beii zccoauDodjuoas, and ic- 
ceived an allowance of lamtchoo aod Cblac^ 
vine ', the former is a ipirit diuilied tri^m nee 
and milletj and may deferve the appellauoaof 
Chinefe gin. 

From Pekin to Jehol, whither we were booodL 
the di dance is one hundred and fixiy miles, whick 
was divided into fevea days journics, tlitt wc 
might have the advantage of lleeping io an iiiip«*- 
rial refidence every night. This flattering mait 
of diftindion, is the higheft^itfcems, that can be 
paid J and is never conterrcd even on the fird man- 
darins. The palace where we palTed the tort 
night had but little to demand attention, either ia 
its external appearance or iu internal dcoorattoot. 
It was environed by a fpacions garden j but to tka 
we were denied accefs. 

We refumed our journey at four next morning 
and took our firft refre&ment at tbc town ol 
Wheazou, a place of fome confequence. From 
thence we proceeded through dufty roads, beneaiii 
a burning Tun, till we reached the.palace of Cban- 
Chin, where we halted for the night. This is a 
fpacious ilrudure, covering a great extent of 
ground^ and is adorned with gardens and planta- 
tions. The furrounding country is inciofed ; and 
in point of fertility is equal to any we had foco. 
It fed immcufe herds of cattle. The (beep here 
arc fcnall. but very fatj they have a thick ihott 
tail, weighing feveral pounds* 
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' ' As we proceeded on onr journey the next nnom- 
rng,^he diftant country aflfumed a naountainoui 
aipe6t5 fertility was fenfibly diminiihed, and the 
-Tillages becatne more thin. About noon we faw 
*fee city of Caungchumfoa. It feems to be a large 
jplace, and is walled in the manner of Pekin. 
- We met nothing worth remark in this day's 
xnarch, except about two hundred camels and 
dromedaries, carrying wood and charcoal, entirely 
under the diredion of one man. The docility o^ 
tliefe animals, and their various ufeful qualities are 
€00 well known to be enumerated. - 

The palace of Caungchumfoa received us at an 
early hour of the afternoon, after the moft fa- 
tiguing and difagreeable journey we had hitherto 
OKperienced^ The palace itfelf has little to dif- 
tinguifli it from thofe we already occupied, and 
tlie treatment which the ambaffador and his at- 
tendants received, correfponded in every refpeft 
'^'ith what they had experienced bfefore, in their 
journey to and from Pekin. 

Very early the next mdrning we were fum- 
moned together, and ibon after departed. 

The roads now became indifferent, and the 
country difplayed a mountainous appearance. 
At a fmall diftance froni Waung-chanyeng, wo 
paHed a prodigious arch, which united two hills, 
with a parapet of mafly flrength on both fides. 
The farther hill is crowned with a fort, whofe 
ramparts ftretch to a very great diftance. Beneath 
this fort is a ponderous arch-way, conducing 
down the hill, fo fteep as to reivder travelling 
dangerous. In a romantic yalley, at the bottom, 
Appears the town of Waung-chanyeng. It is ir- 
regularly built, about a mile in length, and.dif- 
plays a confiderable lliare of commerce and opu- 
i lence. 
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Icoce. At the es-treimtj <^ this town, a i 
rary triumphal arch was creaked to the honour 4jf 
the embaify, finely oraamented with fiik fircBSKfs. 
Here the ambaflador received a ialate fmm €aaac 
guDs, aod pafied between a double line of ful- 
diers, who difplayed a martia] appearaace aad 
military parade, b^ood what we had hitberto wit« 
nefled ia China. They were r^nlariy drawn sp 
la companies; and each regiment was difiia- 
guiihed by 9 ditferent drefs. They aU wore a 
kind of coat of mail ; and had their bead tad 
ihoulders covered with fteel helmets. ThciT ar* 
moor was matchlocks, fabres, fpears* lances, and 
bows and airows, together with fome weapons of 
which we knew not the appropriate name. Ai- 
moil every diviiion varied in itsarmoor as wclias 
its dreis. 

We now approached one of the wondexB of the 
world, the wall that feparates China firom Tar* 
tary, the moft Ihipendous work ever produced by 
man. In the vicinity are caatonmeots for n 
army of confiderable magnitude; at the extromty 
of which is a maily gateway of ftone, defended by 
three iron doors, which guard the pafs betwoea 
countries formerly diiiin^. This wall, the pride 
of human labour, is fuppofed to bo upwards of 
twelve hundred miles in length : its height variet 
according to the circumllauces of the forface, 
Whete one of us contrived to get to the top, it 
was upwards of thirty feet high, and abdut twen- 
^-fonr broad. The foundation is kid on lar^ 
(quare ilones; the fuperftnifture is brick; tbc 
centre is a kind of mortar, covered with flag- 
stones. A parapet of no ordinary iirength ruiif 
on each fide of dn' embattled wali^ 

If 
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If we conlidfer that this iramenfc fabric crofles 
%.\ie wideft rivers^ onanehes of proportionate fize, 
€>r ia the fame form conne^la mountains together, 
occaficmally afcendiog the higheft hills> or de- 
£<:ending into the deeped valesj the moil adive 
j^iywcrs of imagination will be required to realize 
Irlits effort of man I In every lituation, however, 
&lxe paflage along it ia eafy and uninterrupted ; 
abd it ferves as a nailitJlry way from one extre- 
mitj of the kingddm to the other. At ptoper in- 
±^rvals there are iirong towers placed, from 
"^^rlftence fignals are i'et)e^ted, and any alarm may 
'be cotnmunlcated to the moiidiAantp^rts of the 
entire, with the expedition of the telegraph. 

From the beft accounts we coiikl receive', thi« 
"W^ll has been boik full two thoufand years 5 nor* 
pan itfl traces be removed but with the confum- 
laation of all things. 

The country ou the other fide aflumed a new 
appearance; evea thb climate was cbaoged^ In- 
fk/oiatd of cultivated cham^ign, the abodfe6K>f wealth, 
and the buftle of commerce, "#e now encountered 
barren waftes, whete art has not yet displayed 
her nwgic powers* However, the lover of nature 
would prefer this fcene. The gfand> the f»b- 
lixne« in all their ^piduit^fque forms^ enchanted 
the eye. 

About feren. miles from the great wall, ^e 
caxno to a nriduntain, which exhibited an^addi- 
tional proof of the indefatigable labours of the 
Ghioefe, in works of public utility. \A road* 
thirty feet Wide, is cut through the folid rock j 
and to leifen the declivity, it ii funk no kfs than 
ft hundred feet from the fummit of the moun- 
tain. Yet dill the afcent has a trjemendous ^p- 
VbL. IX* B b pearauce; 
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pearance; and without this vafl labour, it cook 
not have been formountcd by man. 

At a moderate diftance, on the other fide of 
this deep mountain, ilands the palace of Chaimf- 
Shanuve. It confifts, like the reft, of a Damba 
of courts, furrounded by a high u'all. In the 
palaces, at lead in this country, pidurefqiM 
beauty is either unknown or difregardetL No 
dillant profpe6ts glad the eye: nature, though 
frequently enchanting, is excluded from the figii- 

Hcre a confiderable number of the emperor's 
ladies are lodged, guarded by eunuchs. Oar 
apartments of courfe were difUn6t; but we liw 
feveral of them peeping over the partition that 
feparated their apartments from ours, A few 
trufty mandarias have the fuperintendence of this 
feraglio. Extenfive gardens environ the fpot. 

From Chaung-Shanuve the road takes the cha- 
radcr of the country, which was every u-hcie 
broken and mountainous. Yet ^ril as it nov 
appeared, this evidently did not proceed fi-omaay 
want of activity in the natives. Every fpot capa- 
ble of cultivation was covered with corn ; and in 
one place we faw feveral patches of tillage where 
the declivity feemed to be wholly inacceffibie. 
This excited our admiration; but judge our fur- 
prife, when we obferved a peafant labouring oa 
one of them, where wcat firftconld not concdre 
how he was capable of daoding. This poor man, 
whofe hut was ereded at the bottom of the pre- 
cipice, let himfelf down from its top by a cord 
tied round his middle. Depending on the ftrength 
of this, he liiboured for his daily fare, amid con- 
tinual danger; a proof at once of Chinefe indo^ 
and rcfolution. 

Tht 
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The wife policy of the Chiuefe government is 
in nothing more perceptible, than in its receiving 
the greateft part of the taxes, neceflarily impofed, 
in the produce ofv, the country. This ferves as a 
Ipur to the exertions of both body and mind. 
The landlord alio is paid his rent in the pro.duce 
p£ his farms j and the ifarmer again pays his la- 
liourers by an allotment of fmall portions of land, 
from, whence induftry, with a little occalional 
encouragement, may derive a comfortable fubfilt- 
ence. The only real wealth of nations is agricul- 
ture, which is here perfedly underftood. A re- 
gular ch^iii is ellablifhed between all ranks for 
its, encouragement j and the artificial and unna- 
tural medium of naoney, the fource of wretched- 
nefs and of crimes, is only employed as the cement^ 
not as the materials, of the building. 

Being now ne^r the termination of our journey, 
the amb^flador gave orders to pradife the pro- 
ceflion and ceremonies with which we were to 
appear before the imperial court. His excellency 
was pleafed to approve of the rehearfal ; during 
the performance of which, the band played th^ 
favourite march, known by the appellation of the 
Puke of York's. . • » 

On the next morning, being the 7th of Sep- 
tember, we continued our route over a hilly 
country, where the air was piercingly cold. AVe 
paffed feveral well-peopled villages 5 but neither 
the country nor the people ^ere the fame as da 
the other lide of the Chinefe wall. ' 

Early in the afternoon we reached the palace of 
Callachotrefliangfu, in extent and form equal to 
any we had lately feen ; but we found it tenanted 
only by fquirrels, which bounded round the courts 
gnd haunted the apartments. 

fib^ Next 
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Next morning we arrived at one of the oope- 
ror's pagodas, where we found an 'abufldaot fof- 
ply of provifions. Here we made a ibort ftay, tt 
arrange our drefs and equipage. 

Next we came to the village of QnoangcbOk 
within a mile of Jehol, the imperial re£deoca. 
Here we were marihalled, and procecHled amid m 
immenfc concourfe of Ipeftators, with all the pi- 
rade that circumftances would allow. The iii- 
diers of the royal artillery led the way — the Kgk- 
liorfe and infantry fucx^eeded — ambaflador's fer- 
Vants two and two— couriers — mechanics two aid 
two — muficians two and two-— the geBtkmfa oi 
the fuite two and two— SirGeorgc Staunton, ta i 
palanquin — the ambaifador and Mr. StaontM 
clofed the cavalcade in the poft-chaife> h^M 
which ftood a black boy in a- turban. 

The military made a moft refpe6bih4e fkaw, 
and the gentlemen of the fuite, it may be rraftm- 
ably fuppofed were not forgetful of their dignicr, 
and drove to fupport it by every external difpUj; 
but the generality were a motly group, withoot 
even the advantage of a tolerable uaifbrmity k 
dreft or appearance. The Chtncfe miglit poffi- 
bly be amufed by the novelty of the fcenc, bat 
they could not be imprefled with its grandeur. 

Proceeding with a flow pace, in this ibte wt 
reached Jehol about ten in the morning, awl 
drew up before the palace pcovidcd for therecqi- 
tion of the embafly. TbeBritiai military fonsii 
a' line for the ambaffadcr as he patTed ; bm not a 
mandarin was in waiting to receive him ; and wc 
took poirenion pf the palace without the welcome 
<>f an addrefs. 

J '^.^^ palace we now inhabited is fitnated on the 
«»eciivity of a ijiii. ^ve entered it by a woodet 
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gateway, which condu6ta to a large court. Each 
fide of this court has a long gallery, fupported by 
iwooden pillars, and roofed with black gloffy tiles. 
That on the left was converted into a kitchen, the 
other feryed for the fbldiers to exercife in. At 
the upper end was another gallery of more ele- 
gance, from which a dpor opens into a farther 
court, the principal apartments of which were ap- 
propriated for the ufe of the ambaffador and Sir 
George Stauntp^, the reft for the military gentle- 
meu attached U> fhem: a third court was occupied 
by the gentlemen of the fuite, the mufi.clans, fer- 
yants, ar\d mechanics. The; whole fabric is fur- 
i:ounded by a high wall ; but owing to the decli- 
vity of the iituation, the view was not wholly 
confined. 

Such was ourlituation at Jehobwehad plenty 
within our waHs, but no one had liberty of eg re fs. 
. The fecond day afier our arrival, the ambaflkr 
dor received a vifit from a mandarin, with a nu- 
inerous retinue. ^_He rem? ine^d nearly an hour in 
conference with his excellency and Sir George 
Staunton, . During his flay, his a^endants amufed. 
theiT}f(?lv,4s in^^aminingthe drefs of the Englilli 
fervantsf.and onxubbing the lace on their clothes 
>vith a flone, toafcertain its quality, fmiled when 
iJj^.foun^ it lefs vali^pl^ than brilliant. 

WU^at paffed at this 'conference could not be 
generally ^k;iown J butja^fpifit of cohjedlur.e was 
f ciijured up among the atX^dojatsxMX the embaffy, 
and the prefages tliey ToJ-med were by no mean^ 
favQurablev, . , , • , 

Jnfteadfof that profufion \yhicb had hitherto 
crowned our board, the Ipwej* clafTes.ip the enir 
bafly found Icarcely enough at dinner, this day to 
jjiilsfy pne'liaU' of tUcm. -They {ia,d> Iiowe.ver, 
► ;, ' Bb3 ' been 
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been prcviouflr inftnided, that if their prcmfcita 
ihould be defcdive in quantity or in qoalitv, ihcy 
were to intimate the grievance to his cxcellmry 
alone, and leave thera untoached. An Engliikh' 
inaa cannot ealily be reconciled to confinement, 
and mnch lefs to famine. We conid pcrccire 
fomethingy too> of a meditated difrefpe£t, and of 
courfe felt fonx^ alarm. According to out in- 
flrudions, the meat was left untouched; bat hit 
excellency having remonfbated to the mandarin, 
by means of his interpreter, in a few minntes 
every table was fcrved with hot difbes, in the 
ufual variety and profafion. Why this enters 
tainment, which mufl have been nearly ready, 
was thus withheld, and fb fpccdily prodoord, far- 
ed as an enigma to exercife oixr ingenuity, bat 
which we could never folve. 

Next day, the prefcnts hrourfit from Fckin 
were unpacked} they con lifted of a great ntnnfacr 
of pieces ©f coarfe cloth, principally black and 
blue, two telefcopes, two air-guns, two richly 
mounted fowling-pieces, two pair of ^ddle pifiols 
two boxes of Ir*5h tabbinets, two targe bo^es of 
Britilh carpeting, and two moft elegant faddles 
with fiirniture complete. Sentinels were placed 
to guard thefe fpecimen^'of Srirife art abd mann- 
fiij5lure, till the imperial pfcafore refpeding them 
fhonld be known, which was afterwards notified 
by the attendant mandarih, with as much civiKt* 
^s could be expeftcd from the IVippofed greatnett 
of his office. 

A mandarin of the firft order, pn the 12th of 
September, came t6 aeqpaipt tfie ambaflardor, that 
his imperial roajdly would give him an audience 
on the 1 4th. This intelligence diffufcd hope and 
fpirits through the whQlc wbafly. 

Orden 
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Oders w«re iiTued that the fuite iboutd M 
ready on the morning of the day appointed, to 
accompany his excellency to the imperial palace. 
The attendants were to appear in their bcft live-- 
ries3 and the foldiers, and iervants, after having 
efcorted the ambaiTador, were to return imnoedi* 
ately to their duartersj hU excellency iafprming 
them> that he nad reaion to hope the rel^ri^on* 
impofed on them, which were fo kkfome to aif"^ 
-woiild in a few days be remm&d, by hift endea* 
yours* 

His excellency wa« l^lendidl^ dteffed> In tfiii!^ 
berry velvet, with his diamoi^d ftar and riband; 
and over the whole he wore the full habit of thd 
order of the Bathe Sir George Staunton was in a 
full court drefs, over which he wore the gown and 
JbLOod of a dodor of laws, with the Academical cap. 

From the darknefs ^f the momilig> a conilder-i 
able oonfufion arofe in the intended order of the 
caralcade^ but as parade is ufelefs when no oofii 
tun fee it, the fiSilure was bf little confequencfe. ; 

•As eaHy asfive in the morning, the ambaifado^ 
flighted from his palanquih, amid an iihmenie 
lycCinbefr* Of the populace^ Sir George and Mfit 
Staunton fupported his tirain. 

In ; our return, bdng riow day light, we ha4 
a V5^w of the cMyk It is large and populous j but 
rery irregularly billlt. The houfes are low, and 
chiefly of 'wood. Bxcept In the quarter contigu- 
oiis to tlie imp^ial palace, none of the ikreets are 
pared. 

l^eprindpaMTupportof' this place feems. td 
be derived from th^ ertiperor*s p&rtfality for it. 
Nb river conne^s it -in^th remote Situations ; the 
fplendid expence o/ ia'eourt,-howeVer, i^i^ders it 
iticti add bafy« THe-ftlt^^iogcidttatiy.thougH 
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net cotnparab'c to China, is in the bcfi fiatc c£ 
Tzrtary c-jJ^tiv2»i?n. 

His excellencr's rifit, being nacrciT a matta 
of fonn and prefeotation, did not e^.^nc ura 
Jong^. He renamed before noca. The e*npe!"*,r. 
it is fald, receiTed the credential* with aii tbc 
dignttT of fi/rm. lie appeared lo be vaf:l v ftrzck 
with the manBers and abilities of ^Ir. Sjuntoc, 
|D wh.xn he prefented, with his own haudii, a 
beauiifuj fan, and feme embroidered parfcs. 

Scon after the amballadors return, a nuir:.jeT 
nf Taloable prefents were received from c urt, 
confUtiag of TeJvcts, iilks, and purfc?, and J- <ix 
of the hnt^^ tea of the country, made up into lo- 
lid cakes of about fiye pounds each. Kxcppi lu^h 
$s were addrcil'ed for their Britannic MdieU.'^ 
thefe prefents were proper tionabl) dividtd am-cj 
the gendemen of the foite. 

Next morning, the ambaflador* attended oci? 
ty his fuite, paid a fecoad vifit to the cmptror, 
in order, as we undevfiood, to attempt to opca 
the wiflied-for negotiation. On this occafiou he 
flopped feveral hours. The interpreter ga\ca 
very favourable report pf the afpe^ of the ntg«i 
iiation, as far as it had advpnCtd i and q^r hopes 
for its fijccefs feeQied to deirire. forae oonfinna- 
tion from a fecond cargo of prefents, <;cuiiitaiig 
pf iilks as before, Chipel'e bmps, and valujij-c 
porcelain j to thefe were added a ilumber of cA\^ 
h^ili boxes of it^ iBoft eKquijite foUric. A diuri- 
bution was made as before j and nilrih an4 ftii*- 
vity^ adling from * fan guioe "hopes ot fuccvt**, 
crowned the evening gf tJieiday.' - 

Several (uaedarinfr vifUed the aml^Hador cfl 
the iCJtb of Scpte|T)hfir*:^fi4 invited him and 
the wh^le e?*airy,tQ.»4«Jd UV qwiK^Ury of 
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:tiie empcrof'S birth-day at court on the morrow. 
-* Accordingly his excellency fet out very early 
"in rhe morning, and the whole cavalcade reach-. 
ed the imperial palace about four o'clock.* This pa- 
lace comiQandsan elevated iituatioa^and extend ve 
views : it contains a nun^erou? range of courts^ 
none of which, Ijowcver, appear very magnificent^ 
tiaough fome of them ar,e highly decorated with 
painting and gilding. The gardisni iurtound it 
for feveral miles ; thefe are bbunded by a walL 
thirty feet high. In the front of the palace is a 
$ne lawnt', with a lake in the centre. 

When the emperor approached, the mandarins 
in waiting proftrated thewiielves, or it would have 
been impolnbleto havedillinguifhed his p;^!aDquin: 
from one of theirs. No external ppmp or badge 
of dignity marked his dre^s or equipage. It is a 
fa.vouFit€ maxim of his government, to check fu^ 
perduous expence, and to encourage frugality and 
indaibT^ in every department of his government. 
iV^uated by the fame wife and patrioric princi- 
ple, he has forbidden any public rejoicings on hia , 
f>irth«day, in this lefs ^ourifhing part of his em- 
pire ; but fuch unfeigned homage is paid to his 
dignified and amiable chara6ter, that except in his 
Immediate prefence, and under his perfonal view, 
all yanks and defcpiptions of men, throughout his 
rxtenfiv^ dominions, give a loofe to joy oh this 
aii^icious day. He had dow completed tliQ 
eichty-fiflh year of his age, and the fifty-fevcnth 
of ois reign. In the palanquin we could only ob^ 
ferve his countenance, which was anin^ated, and 
little expreflive of his advanced years 5 his eye« 
were dark and piercing ; and his whole air boro 
the iraprelfioii of the confcious dignity of yirtuc; 
rather tbau of ^rank audftate. 

Our 
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robe, falling half m'3y down the leg, and drrwii 
roand the n<:ck u-ith ribands. Orcr the brrzfi 
h a piece of embroidery, aboat fire inches fqnars, 
finilhed in gold, or filk of Tarioas coJoan, with 
sn exaS counterpart on the back ; which ba-ien 
denote the rank of the wearer. The £ifh, which 
at other times is ofoally worn Toond the wail^ is 
dil'penfed with at court. 

On our approaching the coafi of China, Lord 
Macartney had communicated the general crdm 
by which the conduft of the cmbafly was to be 
legulated t thefe feemcd to be didated by ^ond 
ieufe, and a regard to the fuccefsfiii profccutioa 
of the grand objeds in view. 

Among the orders given out, was an cxprtfi 
Injunt^ion, forbidding any traffic with the natirfS 
3iis we believe was pun^ally obfcrvcd, as fir 
as gain was concerned -, but a private in the In- 
fantry, compofing part of the arobafladors guard, 
having been reported to have procured a fmafl 
quantity of famtchoo by the affiflance of a Chi- 
Befe foldier» he was immediately confined ; acd 
being brought to a court martial, of which a cor- 
poral W2ls prefident, he was fentenced to Tecesve 
lixtv laflies. 

This fentcnce being approved by the commind- 
Ing officer, theBritiili foldiers were drawn up Ii 
farm, in the outer court of the palace where wr 
redded 5 and the poor cnlprit being faflened to 
«ne of the pillars of the great portico, rcccjrcd 
bis ptmiflaiient without ntitigntion. 

The abhorrence excited in the breafts of the 
Chincfc, at this cruel condud, as it appeared to 
them, was demonftrably proved by their words 
and looks. They exprcfled their aftonilhmcni, 
that a peoiJe prolelTing the mildei>, the rooft be- 
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nevolent religion on earthy as they wifhed to have 
H believed^ could be guilty of fuch flagrant inat* 
tention to its merciful di^bates. One of the prin- 
cipal niandarin8> who knew a little EngliHi, ex* 
prefled the general fentiment, *' £nglimman too 
much orueU too much bad.*' 

But It feems the commander of the Lion went 
a ftep farther towards alienating the afFedions of 
the Chinefe from our countrymen. When that 
ihip lay at Chufan, a native brought a bottle of 
iamtchoo on board, intending to exchange it for 
fome European article.. His defign being difco- 
vered, the captain ordered him to be feized and 
punifhed with twelve lalh&s, in the prefence of 
numbers of his countrymen ; though a complaint 
preferred to a mandarin would have obtained 
the fatisfa6kion neceflary, and favcd the appear- 
ance of arbitrary and cruel condu6t. . 

The mild manners of the Chinefe> indeed, re- 
volt at the public exhibition of punifliments; 
they are at a lofs to reconcile European behaviour 
v^ith European profeflions. Our faith and prac- 
tice, in almoil every inilailce, appears to them ta 
be oppofite | and thefecircumftances we have had 
the pain to record, as well as feveral others which 
occafionally happened, Inftead of removing un- 
favourable prejudices, feemed to legitimate and 
ian^ion their continuance. 

Having previoufly been informed that the cm- 
bafly was to proceed to Pekin, where its final 
iffue was to be determined, we fet out from Je- 
hol on the morning of the 21ft of September, 
after a ftate imprifonment of fourteen days ^ for 
the liberty we had b^u encouraged to'^xpe^ 
w^a never granted. 
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Soon after we. left Jehol^ we pa£fed the em^ 
peror s pagoda, where we iaw the tribataiy 
king of Cochin China's ambaflador and foite, ad- 
vancing with the annoal acknowledgment. 

We flept at the imperial palace f}£ Calladiotta- 
eng» mentioned before, where we loft an arti)- 
leiy*man, of the bloody flux > of which alarming 
malady feveral others among the military wctc 
ill. The attendant mandarin e3q)re£[ed great ap- 
prehenflon left the emperor fliould h^ ci this 
circumftance, and an alarm of contagioos diibr* 
ders be given him. 

Next morning we received intelligence, that 
the emperor had left Jehol, and that it would be 
neceifary to advance two ftages this day, in order 
that the palaces might be at liberty to accommo- 
date his majefty^s attendants. 

Pnrfuing the fame route as we had done befsre^ 
and retracing the lame obje^, our jounicy to 
Pekin was barren of incidents or novelty. Wc 
arrived there on the afternoon of the 26th, and 
took up our refidence in tlie palace which had 
been appropriated for our nfe before we frt out 
for JehoJ. The arrangements which had been 
made, daring, the ambaftadors abfence, fecmcd 
to meet his entire approbation > and as oar ftMj 
here, atthisperiod, was likely to be of fome coo- 
ti nuance, every preparation and proviiion was 
made for the domeftic comfort of the eftabliih- 
ment, and the fplaidor of the erobaflly. 

The ftatc canopy was ereded in the principal 
room of the ambaftador s apartments. It uat 
made of flowered crimfon fllk, and fringed with 
gold. The back difplaycd the arms of Great Bri- 
tain. Under its cover five chairs of ftatewcre 
ol^ed ; the ccutre one being elevated above the 
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reft for the ambaflfador. At -the other end of the 
apartment were hung whole length portraits of 
their Britannic Majellies. The whole formed an 
appearance for an audience chamber, equal to the 
confequence of the country reprefented. 

The arrival of the emperor was announced by 
a grand difcharge of artillery on the 28th. 

Next day his excellency was vifited by feveral 
mandarins 5 and fome packages >of Britidi manu- 
facture were prepared for prefentation to the em*^ 
peror. 

On the iftofOdober, a mandarin requefted, 
in the name of the emperor, that the ordnance 
• prefents might be fent to the palace of Yeumen- 
inanyjeumen, where the Chinefc themfelves were 
to prove and examine them. The chariots and 
other prefents were alfo removed to the fame 
place. 

The following day the ambaffador received a 
forinal invitation to wait on the emperor on the 
morrow. His excellency went in a private man* 
ner, and tranfaded bufinefs with the officers of 
Hate. The conference lafted for two hours ; arid 
there were no apparent reafons for fuppoiing that 
the objeds of the miflion were not in a progref* 
five ftate of fuccefs. 

The imperial palace, in Pekin, ftSnds in the 
middle of the city, and is furrounded by a very 
high wall. It is faid to occupy a circumference 
of about feven miles, containing gardens both for 
pleafure and utility, replenilhed with all that is 
rare in art or nature. Our view, however, of 
the whole was very confined : and from a^ual 
obfei-vation we can fay nothing of the internal 
fplendor of the palace, or the beauty of its ap- 
pendages* We mufi, however^ confefsi that this 
C c 2 royal 
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royal refidence had fomething of an impofiaf 
appearance, compared with the furrooDdlDg ob- 
jeds ; but there is great reafon to doabt whether 
it deferves the extraordinary chara^cr and dc^ 
fcription k has received in feveral accoontt ci 
China. The entrance into the palace is by a 
ilrong fione arched way. The range of boildi^ 
fronting it is three (lories high, and much cm- 
belliihed with galleries, gilding and painrii^. 
The roof is covered with fliining tiles, of a >^ 
low colour ; the walls are variouily painted and 
decorated. A large body of foldiers guard the 
gate 3 and feveral mandarins, of the firft dais, 
are in conftant waiting. 

The ambaifador now fettled the order tad 
difpolition of the tables for the different dqiait- 
ments of the houfehold j and every thing ^civoei 
to indicate a refidence of fome pennaoeocy at 
Pekin. 

More prefents were unpacked, confining of 
plated goods, hard* ware, and cutlery ; and the 
whole was equally divided between the enipcror 
and the grand Choulaa. 

On the 5th, the emperor vifited the palace of 
Yeumenmanyeumen, to infped the prefcats 
which were lodged there; and was plea fed to or- 
der leveral ingots of filver to be didributed to 
every perfon attending. The Englilh artificer!, 
who were the immediate obje^ of his generofitj, 
and had a complete view of him, defcfibed his 
snajedy as being about five feet ten inches high; 
of a (lender form, but well proportioned $ and 
that his countenance prefented a regularity of 
features, free from the decrepitude of age. His 
dcporment was attraaively affable ; and the dig- 
pity of the prince was only difplayed in the fa- 

perior 
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per!or manners of the man. He was habited in 
a robe of yellow filk, and a cap of black velyet, 
furmounted with a red ball, and adorned with a 
peacock's feather. He wore filk boots, embroi- 
dered with gold, and a blue filk fafh. 

The opinion his majefty formed of the prefents 
could only be coUeAed from their being gener- 
ally received. Twb camera obfcuras were, how- 
ever, returned, as being fuited only to the amufe- 
ment of children. Our interpreter explained to 
the mandarins, the nature and ufe of a variety of 
articles. 

Prefents were this day received from the em- 
peror for their Britannic Majefties. The am- 
baffador and fuite had likewife their proportion. 
At noon, on the l6th, the amba^dor again 
went to vifit the emperor *, but on his arrival at 
court he fainted away, and being conveyed home, 
continued indifpofed during the day. In the 
meanwhile, Sir George Staunton and Colonel 
Benfon didributed to each of the foldiers and fer- 
vants, {qmt pieces of filk, others of dongaree, (a 
kind of nankeen) and a junk of filver, of confi- 
derable weight, as a prefent from his imperia) 
majefty. 

The optical, mechanical, and mathematical in- 
ilruments being removed from the palace of Yeu- 
menmanyeumen, the gentlemen and mechanics 
were difmiflfed from their attendatice there. On 
a trial of the powers of fome of the articles, be- 
fore the mandarins, they failed in the effedi 
afcribed to them, and others excited little fur- 
prife or admiration in the Chinefe literati, who 
viewed them. 

A report began to circulate, that we were foon 
to quit Pekin, It occafioned a coufiderable ihare 
C c 3 .,,,.A^^....^,.. . c 
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of ipecoIatiaD, tboi^ it obtained k6 cre£t thta 
^terwards af>pcarcd to be doe. 

This Tcpon^ wfaicfa at firft met with cmij^^ iunt 
bdief in geoeral, was fooa confimied br an onder 
from the ambaflador, to prepare icM: our depaftve 
CO Wednefdaj. Oar forpnfe and ooocem nuf 
^afify be conceived. After a Tarietj of £iiigiici^ 
we CDnff;ded oorfclvcs that we fbonld now hsre 
enjoyed fome repoie ; but all periboal coofidrfa- 
tions were ab(brbed in public affairs, in whicb 
the hombleft individqal felt an intereft. Tbe 
grand objeds of the embafly were evidentlr xutr 
accompliihed ; and in onr attachment to the good 
of our country, its honour^ its advantage, we §0^* 
got every other care. 

To gain a little refpite, till the baggage wa 
packed up and arranged, feemed a reafonable de- 
mand. The attendant mandarin made the re- 
quifition s an order arrived from the grand Cbon* 
^a to fufpend our departure till Friday: huA 
judge our aftoDifhu^ent, when this was counter- 
manded by the emperor himfelf, and we were 
cxprefsly ordered to depart op t^c day firft ioti- 
mated, 

To {peculate on the policy that aduated tbe 
court of Pekin on this occ^fon^ ^ould be vain. 
We fhall neither prcfumc to gfcribe it to any 
mifcondu^^ or inifmanagement, from which the 
Ikill gnd abilities of the principd condudcn 
n>uft precl^de fnfpicionj but the manner iq 
which the enibqf{y was difmifled was certainly 
ungracious, ap4 mortifying in the extren^. 

In this ftate of affairs, Lord Macariney fen| 
the carriage, of ceremony, as a prefent to the 
gran4 ChQiUaaj wl^ich was declined, zj^d after 
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^re had left Pekin^ we found it returned on our 
way. 

The confufion arifing from this fudden and 
unexpcd^d event, rendered it iropoffible to ar-p 
•range the baggage with any order. We huddled 
it together in the bell manner that circumftances 
-would permit. Some articles, which could not 
be packed up, or were now ufelels, ^ere given 
to the mandarins ; the natives took care to pur- 
loin a ihare, and Lord Macartney's fervauts had 
the canopy of flat©. 

We fet out on the road that leads to Tong-» 
tchew at a very early hour on the morning of the 
9th, and reached that town in the evening. 
J)ven the thoughts of being on the return to our 
country failed to relieve the gloom of difapi^ 
poiqtment j and to inoreafe our unpleafant fen-f 
iations, we rpct with negleft and humble accom-r 
modations, compared to what we had experienc-s 
ed before. We were lodged here in temporary 
iheds, hung with draw matting. 

Next morning, on proceeding -to the fide of the 
river, we found the junks intended for our re-« 
ception. The baggage was put on board with 
all poflible expedition, but not without a degree 
of CQnfu(ion beyond what we had yet known. 
The ambaffador and his fuite occupied feven 
junks ; the attendant mandarin and his party fol-s 
lowed in feparate veflels. Soon after the em- 
barkation was performed, dinner was fervcd up 3 
|ind at an early hour we retired to reli, after a 
mod fatiguing day. 

Nothing occurred for fome days 5 we« dill at- 
tru^ed the notice of the natives^ but received 
lefs of the cer^onioui atteptipqs of pur former 
voyage, 
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On the 1 6th we left the channel of the rircr, 
and entered a canal of infinite labour and expence. 
The fides are mafonry throughout its extent j an<r 
at certain difiances locks, in the form of a crcf- 
cent, are ereded, which, confining the water to a 
narrow pafTage in the middle of the canal, occa- 
fions a moderate fall of about three feet. The 
motion of the junks is accelerated in palling thefe 
locks, and continues to fome diftance ; and to 
prevent veflels receiving damage from fhiking 
againft the walls of the lock, men are alwars 
ready to let down large leathern pads, which ef- 
fectually break the fliock. 

For ibme days we failed through a cocmtrf 
rich in agriculture and population. We obfenrcd 
plantations of the ftirub which produces the im- 
perial and gunpower tea. In fize and figure it 
jefembles the goofeberry-bu(h. Imperial tea is 
the produce of the firft bloifoms j gunpowder tea 
is a colledtion of the fucceflive bloflbms^ as they 
appear. 

On the 20th we paifed numerous plantations of 
tobacco} a plant cultivated here in the great- 
eft variety, and to the greateft extent, of any 
country in the world. Indeed, fmoking being the 
univerfal praftice from infancy to old age, the 
quantity of tobacco confumcd in China, muft ex- 
ceed all moderate calculation. 

Several confiderable cities appeared at a frozQ 
diftance from the canal; the garrifons from 
which advanced to the banks, to give the ufual 
falate. 

Several corn-mills, worked by water, and appa- 
rently on the fame conflruAion as in Europe, ar« 
'efted our attention in our progrefiu 

Aloftj 

Digitized by COOgle 



MACARTNST*S EMBA8ST. 297 

A lofty pagoda^ of eight dories^ opened to our 
^5ew on the morning of the 23d. Next day we 
law the Chinefe pod pafs albng the ^road on the 
margin of the canal. The letters are inclofed in 
a larg*e bamboo baiket^ hooped with cane ; It is 
then locked, and the key is given into thecudody 
of one of the foldiers, who delivers it to the pod- 
mader. The baiket is then drapped on the cou* 
rier's dioulders, and being decorated "With a num- 
ber of little bells at the bottom, they make a loud 
jingling, when fliaken by the motion ofnhe horfc» 
and announce the approach of the |>od. Five 
light-horfemen efcort the courier; and as the 
fleeted horfes are feleded, and changed at every 
flage, the mails in China are conveyed with extra-* 
ordinaiy expedition. 

The junks anchored on the evening of the fol- 
lowing day, in the heart of a large city, through 
which the canal pades. A continual fuccedion of 
bridges connects the banks. Thefe are guarded 
by foldiers, who fuder no vedel to pafs till a man- 
darin has infpeded it. The dcct here received a 
falute of three guns, and a numerous body of fol^ 
diers lined the banks. 

After pa ding feveral large cities in the courfb 
of this day's voyage, we anchored for tlie night at 
Lee-yauugoa, which was illuminated in honour 
of the ambalfador. Public attentions indeed bc-» 
gan again to be more frequents and ceremonioud/ 
paid. 

Every fpot in our padage gave tedimony to the 
cxidence of art, and the ededs of indudry. On 
the 29th, we obferved the peafants ploughing. 
They worked with oxen ; and though their plought 
were of a very clumfy form, the labour fccmed to 
be neatly and properly executed. 

" ^AfucceiEon 
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A fucceifion of towns, locks, bridges, and p«- 
godas, occurred for feveral days, the detail of 
which, wanting \'ariet7 and incident, wocdd pro- 
bably be tedious. 

As it was intended to forward the heavy bag* 
gage from Hoang-tchew to Chulan, in order to 
its being conveyed by fea to Canton, arrangr- 
ments were made for this porpole. A party of 
the gentlemen of the embafly, and fervanto, wcve 
to accompany it; the ambafl^dor and the remaia- 
der were to proceed over land, with ooly the ab- 
folute neccflaries of apparel and travelling. 

On the 9th, the grand mandarin vifit^ every 
junk, the owners of which he briefly exanuDed ; 
and then ordered them to fofifer the paniihnient of 
the bamboo. Their crime we could never Icani. 

Fading feveral plantations of tallow trees, wt 
arrived at Hoan^-tchew, on the afternoon of the 
10th 5 when the junks were all faflened together, 
and every perfon belonging to the fuite was far- 
bid to land. Indeed a body of ChineTe ibldien 
pitched their tents oppofite to us, as if to awe «s 
into compliance. During the time we lay here^ 
no circumftance happened worthy of being re* 
corded. The mandarin of Hoang-tchew had ac- 
companied us from Pekin, and being fuperior to 
Van-Tadge-In, of courfe aflumed the fupreme 
direftion daring this part of our voyage. Hc« 
he was to remain. 

The heavy baggage, which was to be fcnt to 
Chufan, being feparated from the light articles we 
were to carry with us to Canton, Colonel Beoibo, 
Captain Mackintofh, and party, fet off to join the 
Hindoflan at Chufan, on the fifth day after our 
arrival; and fame day alfo we left Hoong-tchev. 

The 
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The ambaiTador, accompanied by his retinue, 
proceeded, on the 14th of November, for the 
Green River, where we were again to embark In 
fmaller junks. On paffing the city gates, the 
ennbafly received the cuftomary falute. Between 
the two rivers the diilance could not be lefs than 
feven miles ^ and the whole fpace was covered by 
the city and fuburbs, and lined with foldiers, who 
iecured us from the preffure of an innumerable 
multitude of people. The ftreets are narrow, but 
well-paved 5 the houfes^ two and three ftories high ; 
and the magnificence of the fhops was beyond any 
thing we had hitherto feen. In commerce and 
population, Hoang-tchew is a city of the fii:ft 
magnitude. 

At noon we reached the Green River, where 
the ambaiTador was received with military ho- 
nours. The troops were armed with helmets, 
and made, with their accompaniments, a fplendid 
appe;arance. 

A. triumphal arch, with a platform defcending 
to the ambaflador's junk, had been ereded for 
the occafion. Our embarkation was attended by 
myriads of people. Some were mounted on buf- 
faloes, which animal carried feveral at a time on 
its back, and appeared very docile. 

Our voyage was continued between ranges of 
mountains, prefenting the mod romantic fcenery. 
The valleys were covered with tallow and mul- 
berry-trees. The former is called the latchoo> 
and is remarkably beautiful, having fcarlet leaves 
edged with yellow, and purplifh bloifoms. 

The river, on which we now failed, was, at a 
medium, about three feet deep. The water has 
a green caft^ and the bottom is gravelly. 
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lo theerening of tbe I5th, the dtj of Zao* 
guoa made a moft brilliant appearance witJi its 
illumiDatioDS. The eSeOt was iacrealed bj no- 
merous bodies of foldiers ranged aloog the baokf 
of the river, with paper lanterns. 

Next day the features of the ooontry, through 
which we lailed, were fiill mountaiooos and pic- 
turefqne; and the forts and (alutes, henceforward, 
became fo frequent^ that thqr grew abfolotdf 
tirefome^ 

Our provifions had for fome time beea very ia* 
different 5 not from neg]e6t, but the nature of the 
country. In proportion as we ^red wohe, oar 
Chinefe junk-men fared better; they received 
not only our fuperfluity, but fometimes alnnofi the 
wiiole. 

The 27th prefented a novel ferae— a Tillage 
entirely built of mud> with inhabitants as wretdi> 
cd in appearance as their habitations were mcia. 
For this light we were unable to account. 

The river had now afluroed a formidable 
breadth; and as the wind was high, the waves aad 
furl rerembled thofe of the fea. We paflfed num- 
bers of lifliing-boats, which ferved to vary the 
navigation of the ftream. 

The city of Tyaung-fhi-fennau appeared ia 
view on the 28th. We patfed it in the aftemooo ; 
and for extent and the advantages of fituation, it 
unqQedionably deferves to be reckoned one of the 
iirft in China. Not lefs than a thoofand junks j 
lay at anchor before it. It is built near the con- 
flux of feveral rivers, and enjoys a moft extenfive 
commerce. The grand mandarin paid a vifit on 
board his excellency s junk, and made a varietj oi 
preients, in lilk, porcelain, and tea. 

Ihc 
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"The only novelty that prefented itfelf, in the 
courle of our voyage on the 29th, was a village 
built with blue bricks, and covered with tiles of 
€he fame colour. Pagodas and the palaces of 
anandarins were now become familiar objeds. 

The following day we paiTed a city, lying amid 
lieautiful meadows and orchards, about two miles 
diflance from the river. Beyond this the profpeft 
became as delightful as fancy can conceive. 
Mountains rofe into the horizon, forcfls waved on 
the ilopes, and flocks and herds covered the vales. 

The river was now expanded to a great breadth ; 
end as the wind blew frclh, the junks fometimes 
appeared in danger of being overfet. At this time 
the thermometer had funk to 40} and the field! 
-were covered with froft. 

It has been previoufly remarked, that there af« 
no public cemeteries, except in the vicinity of po- 
pulous places. Hence the country becomes a 
continued burial-ground. Which ever way wc 
turned our eyes, fome trophy of death appeared; 
and the degree of embellilhment it had received 
marked the rank of the deceafed. Indeed it is 
not unufual for theChinefe to ere6t their funeral 
monuments in their lifetime; and as the choice 
of lituation is free, many of them become pic- 
tqrefque objeds. 

On the id of December, we failed by the town 
of Saunt-yo-tawn, where fcveral fuperb pagodas 
rofe above the furrounding groves. Numerous 
timber-yards occupied the banks of the river; and 
a large quantity of timber was immerfed in the 
ftream, whic ; as we were told, was in a flate of 
preparation for the building of junks^ the prind** 
pal buflnef^ of the place. 

: Vqi^JX^ J^i Ip 
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In the evening we reached the city of Chingi- 
foo. Here iiluminationsj the firing of rod^ls 
and of Artillery, took plaee in honour of the am- 
baflador. We received alfo a prefent of fruit and 
confeftionary from the mandarin of the place. 

To note every objed which arrefled and pieafed 
the eye of the traveller, would fatigue the reader 
without informing him. Every bend of the river 
opened a new profped that gratified the fight* to 
which no defcription, however vivid> could do 
juflice. The feafon of the year was now the moft 
unpropitiousfor landfcape beauty; yet the charov • 
of nature, intermixed with the vedigesof art,iai» 
parted fucceliive impulfes of delight. 

On the 2d of December, we obferved nombexi 
of fiihermen employed in thdr vocation with rods 
and lines. In lakes and large rivers, the (ame 
kind of bait is frequently ufed as at fea. Nets too 
are in very common ufe. In fome places hamboa 
canes, fupporting a curtain of ftrong gauze, axe 
placed acrofs the dreams 5 and then the fi(h, bein^ 
allured to the fpot by baits, are caught ia oett 
with great fuccefs. 

On enquiry, we found, that the rights of fiihery, 
as in Europe, are private property. In thofe ri- 
vers we navigated, a kind of whiting and tiDut 
were the mod plentiful. Thefe are fold to the 
crews of the junks, and the demand for them is 
very great. 

While on, the fubjed of fifhing, a mode peco* 
liar to the Chinefe, of catching them by a fpeciet 
of birds, trained up for that purpofe, fliould noC 
pafs without notice. The fowls are called looao* 
and are faid to be indigenous here. They arc 
about the lize of a goole.; of a grey colour; web- 

>tedi and furniihed with a long Header bill. 
I .Incurvated 
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inctirvatcd at the extremity. This bird builds 
among the reeds, or in the hollows of cliffs, ad- 
joining the ihores. When trained for filhing, to . 
•which nature gives them an extraordinary degree 
of aptitude and docility, a certain number of them 
are taken out in each boat, and at a given fignal 
they dive, and bring up their prey with unerring 
certainty, and with equal certainty depofit it in 
the boat to which they refpedively belong, though 
hundreds may be mixed. Thefe altoniihing 
aquatic birds will foon fill a boat, where fifh is 
plentiful 5 and it is poflitively affirmed, that when 
cne of them feizes a fiih too large to manage 
iingly, its companions join in affording affiilance. 
A ring paffed round the neck, prevents them from 
iwallowing what they catch. 

We have frequently had occafion to remark the 
improved ftate of agriculture in this countr}-. In 
our pfrffage down the river on the 6th of Decem* 
ber, we obferved a number of machines, with 
which the Chinefe water their grounds. They 
conlift of a wheel of bamboo, turned by a ftream, 
which throwing the water into large refcrvoirs, 
it is from thence dlfiributed by iluices into a thou- 
land channels. 

Next day was the moft remarkable we had yet 
experienced. During our whole progrefs we faw 
neither city, town, nor village. A few farm- 
lioufes were, however, difperfed over the face of 
the country. The banks of the river were lofty, 
and formed of a perpendicular barrier of red earth, 
Hreaked with horizontal veins of flone, in a direc- 
tion perfedly reAilinear. This natural curiofi ty 
continued for feveral mile^l 

The fhallownefs of the river obliged us again 

to ihift the baggage in^ junks of lefler burden; 

Ddi ap-* 
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and in the courfe of the evening we foaad oor- 
felves in the vicinity of fonic town or viUag<», fnjM 
the number of paper lanterns we law cxbilatcd 
by the foldiers, and the complimentary iaiute thtf 
paid us. 

The weather had for fome days boeo tempe- 
rate; but the face of the country was no loogcr 
the fame* Barren mountains, frparated by pl^s 
that feemed to defy the labour of man to prodooo 
fertility, now prefented themfelves on ail handi. 
£ome dwarf-trees, however, among which the 
camphire is (aid to predominate, bro^e the ab- 
rupt n^s of the (lopes; and here atid there a vfl- 
lage or a pagoda animated the fcene. 

In this place we obferved feveral iepulchnl 
monuments, with excavations in the rocks be- 
neath, as receptacles for the dead. The mot 
elevated fpots, the moft abrupt precipices^ we ge- 
nerally obferved, were appropriated for the repoie 
of the dead. Whether this choice was deter* 
mined by notoriety, or from any fuperftitioas opi- 
nion, that the body might t>e placed as ocar as 
poffible to that heaven, where fpirits wing their 
flight, we could obtain no fatistadory informa- 
tion. The^miable virtues, however, of the Chi- 
nefe, were rendered more confpicuoua by the 
feeling regard they uniformly appear to (hew tm 
the remains of thole, they have once loved or le- 
fpeded- 

. On the pth, we arrived at the city of Natu^ 
aum-foo. Here the embatfy was to make a day't 
inarch over land; and accordingly we difembark* 
cd. The landing-place was adorned with a tri- 
umphal arch, highly decorated with lilken firean- 
ers, and conneded, by a platform, with a ciiculir 
'^urt, furrounded by a fcrccn of iilk. In ikit 

placp 
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place a number of horfes werecc^le^cd^ iK^ith the 
choice of one of which, every perfon in the fuite 
was indulged, for the journey of the day. The 
ambaifador, with two or three gentlemen of his 
iuite> were to proceed as ufual in palanquins. 
The horfes being feleded, the cavalcade com- 
menced their progrefs > and perhaps fuch an ex- 
hibition of equeiirian exercife and grotefque drefs^ 
never before aj^ufed a Chinefe populace. The 
horfes were fpirited, many of the riders were new 
to this mode of travelling, The cries of fear, and 
the fhouts of ridicule, were every where heard j 
and fcarcely could we attend to the paffing fcene^ 
fo much were we engaged by the peculiarities of 
cur own lituation. 

We arrived at the gates of Naung-chin-oa, juft 
«s the fun had funk beneath the horizon. 

Soldiers lined the ftreets, to facilitate our paf- 
fage to the mandarin's palace, a very noble build- 
ing, coniifling of feveral courts. ^ A fplendid en- 
tertainment was provided for the whole fuite; and 
fuch a profufion of lights decorated the principal 
apartments, as are never difplayed in Europe on 
any occafion. Indeed, illumination, we may fafe- 
\y affirmi conftitutes the grand appropriate fea- 
ture of Chinefe magnificence. 

We began embarking in the morning of the 
11th of December, on board the fmall junks, cor- 
refponding with the depth of the river 5 and be- 
fore noon we refumed our voyage. 
' The grand mandarin ordered the fleet to flop 
on the 15th of December, to indulge the embaf- 
fy with a leifure view of the Mountain of Koan- 
yeog-naum, one of the natural curiofities of Chi- 
na. It has a perpendicular afcent from the 
water, terminating in a peak > and frem the face 
D d 3 toward 
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towards the river, fach eDormoas mafles fmneS^ 
as menace every momeot to 611 up the channrJ of 
the dfeam. 

But art has heightened the carious drcoa- 
^nces of this extraordinary moantain. It oos' 
tains feveral caverns. One of them is about forty 
feet above the level of the water. To this thoc 
is accefs by a flight of deps, guardcxi by a rait 
On reaching'the top of the flight, we enter a nam 
of good dimenflons, excavated from the rock ; is 
which fl;ands an image facred to Chineie devo- 
tions. An artificial flaircafe conduds to t«o 
other fuperior apartments ; and the whole is til- 
ted up by the mandarin to whom the moootaia 
belongs, in a ftyle of rude magniflcence, cone* 
fponding to the chara^er of the place. 

Proceeding through a country, where a perpe- 
tual recurrence of towns, bridges, locks, and 
junks ; treats, falutes, and illuminations, give w> 
room for new remarks ; we arrived at length at 
Caton, the termination of our voyage. 

Our arrival being notified at Canton, ieveral 
mandarins waited on his excellency ; and theiii 
were foon followed by the gentlemen of the Ea^ 
lifli fadory and Colonel Benfon. This o€B<xr 
brought with him the public difpatches for tbm 
ambaflador, and a packet of private letters from 
our friends in England. Thofe only who bare 
-been fo long cut off from any communicatioo 
with the land, which contained all that was dear 
to them, can form an adequate idea of the anxi- 
ous joy we felt at opening a letter from the rcla«- 
tive or friend we loved. 

Next day we were moved into larger junks. 
The magnificence of the river at this placo baiflei 
OcfcripUou. Its furface was almofl covered with 
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vcffcls, engaged in trade, or attra^ed by curiofiiy. 
The banks were lined with foldiers, and covered 
with elegant houfes; and a fuccclfion of forts 
thundered out falutes with almoft inceiTant ra* 
fjidity. 

We reached the Enelifh fadory about one in 
the afternoon ; and both it and the Dutch fadory 
paid his excellency the ufual falute, hoifting at 
the fame time the ftaqdard of their refpedive 
countries. 

For fome days it had been a common^ though 
nffeding fight, to fee the boats generally rowed 
by women. We fometimes obferved a child tied 
'to its mother's back^ and another at her breaft> 
while ihe was plying the oar. To a feeling mind 
this fpedacle could not fail to give pain ) and it 
may be remarked, that in Tartary, and the 
northern provinces of China, where the women 
«re lamed, either by falhion or policy, from their 
infant years> fuch laborious occupations can never 
fall to their lot. Five inches and a half was 
found to be the length of a full grown woman's 
foot, where the pradice^f compreflion was in 
-life : it is, however, by no means univerfal. 

A temporary refidence for the ambalfador and 
fuite had been provided by the Baft India Com-> x 
pany*8 fupercargoes ; and in point of accommoda- 
tion and domeftic arrangement, we found it fupcr^ 
^ior to the firft palaces in which we had lodged^ 
during our long peregrination in China. 

Canton being the only city in China where 
Europeans are fuffered to trade, it is comparative-* 
)y well known. A brief defcription will thiere* 
fore fuffice. 

This city is walled, ftrongly fortified, and gar- 

^ifoned with nunverous troops. The llreets aie 
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generally narrow; but well-paved ; and the hoalei^ 
which are conftru^ed of wood and fiooe, ieldoiii 
rife above one ftory high. 

The viceroy's palace is exadly on the wodA 
of that in which we refided at Pddn* Triompfail 
arches are numerous and fpf endid ; and the^ are 
the only public buildings in the place. 

The population has been eflimated at a millioa 
of fouls : the fuburbs cannot contain leis thsB 
half that number. 

The river at Canton is noble and deep ; the 
water, however, is not wholefome for ftrangen^ 
till its fediment has been allowed to fabfide. la 
this refped the natives give themfelves no coo- 
ccm. The river that flows by Tong-tchew was 
found to contain half a pint of yellow iand in 
every gallon of its water 5 and yet no one ever 
thought it neceflary to purify it by filtration. 

The fuburbs of Canton, in which indeed, pro- 
perly fpeaking, all the European commerce is car- 
ried on, are very extenfive, and every where exhi- 
bit commercial opulence 5 but they have no pre* 
tenfions to grandeur or elegance. The warehoofes 
are noble repofitories of the manufadnres of the 
country : they are, however, rather great than 
grand. England, Holland, France, Sw^en, Den 
mark, Portugal, Spain, and America have their 
refpeftive faftories here, which are fitted up on 
the banks of the river, in the European ftyle oi 
architedure ; and their general di(tin^on, is the 
flag of their different nations difplayed on (bme 
conspicuous part of the building. The Engliih 
appear to engrofs by far the greateft fhare of the 
Chinefe trade. 

The Viceroy of Canton only once vifited the 
ambaOador during his fiay. Large prefents of 

. fugar- 

Digilized by Google 



Macartney's bmkasst. 30g 

^ngar-candy, porcelain, and hankeen, were diiiri- 
biited to the whole embaify. 

For fevcral days, during the time of dinner, the 
ambaffador was entertained with Chinefe plays, 
performed on a ftage creded before the windows 
of his apartments. 

On the firll day of the new year, 1 794, his fex- 
ccllency and fuite were fplendidly entertained by 
the gentlemen of the Britiili fa6tory. The band ' 
of mufic which had accompanied the embafly, on 
the requeft of the faftory, was permitted to enter 
into its fervicc; and in a country where amufc- 
inents are fo few and confined, it could not fail to 
be a valuable acquiiition* 

Degeneracy of manners^ evidently marks the 
chara^ers of the inhabitants of Canton, and this 
refledion is the more melancholy, as there is too 
much reafon to fuppofe the contagion of European 
example has infeded the iimplicity and honefly 
of the Chinefe general charader. 

On the 8th ofJanuary the ambaflador proceed- 
ed to Whampoa to join the ihips. At the fame 
time a deputation ot the retinue was difpatched to 
Macao, to make preparations for his excellency's 
reception at that place. 
^ • Whampoa, beyond which European Ihips arc 
never permitted to pafs, is an elegant and popu- 
lous village, about eighteen miles below Canton. 
The river, near this place, is defended by a fand 
bank, which prevents the pafiage of large ilnps^ 
except at high water j and two necks of land, pro- 
jecting on either fide of it, form the celebrated 
^raight of Bocca Tigris, 

At this place Van-Tadge-ln took his farcwel 
leave of the ambaifador. It is impoflible for the 
praifip or.ceofure of the writer of this to reach a 

Digitized by (^OOgle 



310 MACAHTNET*S EMBASSTt 

perfon of his diftingnifhed rank ; but in befiov^ 
ing praife on the deferving, we gratify the bcft 
feeling of the human hea>t, and at the fame time 
do honour to ourfelves. This amiable man caa 
never be forgotten by thofe who experienced his 
afliduous care, his mlid coudefcenfion, and his co- 
lightened condnd, during a long and troablefbaie 
attendance on the emba^. He held an exalted 
rani: in the Chinefe army — ^perhaps the higheft} 
but no dignity of (ituation had rendered him inat- 
tentive to the minuteft ofBces of duty. His mind 
feemed capable of reflcfting honour on any rank; 
with the moft benevolent heart, he attached him- 
felf to the interefls of thofe in whofe fervice be 
was employed 5 he had even contraded a friend- 
ihip for fome ; and the tear of affe^oa acoom- 
panied the lail adieu. 

On the 14th, Lord Macartney landed at Macao; 
and took up h;s refidence with Mr. Draaunood. 
one of the fupercargoes of the Eaft India Com* 
pany. Here the gentlemen of the feveral Eoro- 
pean fadories have their houfes ; as they are noi 
permitted to remain at Canton longer than is ab« 
folutely neceflary for the purpofe of trade. 

Macao is a place of fome magnitude, built in the 
European tafte. It may be faid to belong to the 
Portuguefe, but the Chinefe exercife a paraoooant 
jurirdi6Uon. Indeed the Portuguefe t er r ito ry 
does not exceed four miles in length, and one and 
a half in breadth ; nor can the barrier be pafled, 
without the utmoft rifk. A governor and judge^ 
appointed by the court of Lilbon, refide here ; and 
about two hundred and fifty European foldiers am 
permitted to guard the place. 

The long intercourfe which has fubfifted be^ 
^"'ecn Europeans and the Chinefe in this place, 
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lias not altered the eflablifhed cufloms and habits 
of the latter. The, Chinefe never deviate from 
the ui^ges of their country^ which may be con- 
£dered as invariable. 

Without the wall is, the common burying- 
ground of the Chinefe -, and in it we faw feveral 
memcnials of our countrymen, whofe a(hes repofe 
here. Thofe who die in the Roman Catholic 
faith have feparate cemeteries : the Chinefe, more 
liberal^ we will add^ more chrillian, than the Ca- 
tholics, fuffer their duU to mingle with ours. 

Here Mr. Plumb, the interpreter, though of- 
fered a handfome eftablifhment, if he chofe to re- 
turn to Europe, quitted the fervice of the embaf- 
iy. He left his Engliih friends with fcniible re- 
gret ', but naturally preferred palling the remain- 
der of his days in the bofom of his family and his 
county. 

On the 8th of March, Lord Macartney and re- 
tinue embarked for Europe, amid the falutes of 
forts and Ihips -, and being joined by a large home- 
ward-bound fleet of Indiamen, on the 17th pro- 
ceeded to fea. 

Nothing of any particular confequence hap- 
pened during our voyage. We arrived at St. 
Helena on the ipth of June, and remained there 
till the 1ft of July. 

In the afternoon of the 3d of September, we 
anchored fafe at Spithead, after an abfence of lit- 
tle lefs than two years from our native land. 
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